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Hours: Tuesdays ~11am-9pm  Weds ~11am-8pm  Thur & Fri~11am-9pm Sat ~7am-9pm  
Sunday Breakfast Buffet/Full Menu 7am-8pm  

All You Can Eat Pizza Bar ~ Tues - Friday ~11-2

Call 406-684-5050 for Daily Specials

Pizza..Burritos..Beer..Sandwiches..Burgers..Salad Bar..16 Flavors of Ice Cream

March 26, 2022 at 6 pm

Blue Anchor Cafe & Bar

Play Poker & Bingo $10 buys $10,000 in "Rotary Bucks"

Theme.. Wild West! Best costume gets a prize

Proceeds provide scholarships 
for Sheridan & Twin Bridges graduates

To donate an auction item please call 
Steve (435) 503-7036 or Frank (406) 596-1076 

Casino
Night
Scholarship
Fundraiser

Rotary Club of the Ruby Valley 

invites you to:

Silent & Live Auctions

Frank Colwell, Broker
118 S. Main Street 

Sheridan, MT 59754



 
CALCUTTA:  March 14 at the Blue Anchor Bar - Doors Open at 5:30 pm - See Ad

LEPRECHAUN DASH:  Saturday March 19 - Start time at 1 pm - See Ad 

CASINO NIGHT:  March 26th - Start time at 6 pm  at the Blue Anchor Bar- See Ad

JORDAN ALLHANDS BENEFIT :  April 9th at 2pm at the Ruby Valley Brew/Jensen Building 111 S. Main Street in Sheridan, MT Live Auction at 4pm 
- Silent Auction from 2-5pm- Free BBQ Meal starting at 2pm (Donations Appreciated)

Crafters: Are you having Cabin Fever? Would you like a chance to show your work? We wold like to invite yo to the Sheridan Senior Centers’ “Craft & 
Odd and Ends Sale!” It will be held at the Sheridan Senior Center on Saturday, April 2nd from 9 am to 3 pm. Set up time will be Friday afternoon, 
April 1st from 1:30 to 5 or Saturday morning from7-9. It is $5 for a card table, $10 for a long table or $2 for a quilt display or chair. Tables will be 
provided, but space is limited so sign up will be on first come, first serve basis. If you have any questions call 406-207-0334 and ask for Mary Baughn. 
 
JORDAN ALLHANDS BENEFIT :  April 9th at 2pm at the Ruby Valley Brew/Jensen Building 111 S. Main Street in Sheridan, MT Live Auction at 4pm 
- Silent Auction from 2-5pm- Free BBQ Meal starting at 2pm (Donations Appreciated)

CAKEWALK:  April 9th at 6pm at the Virginia City Elks Lodge- See Ad 

25TH ANNUAL VIGILANTE ROCKY MOUNTAIN ELK FOUNDATION BIG GAME BANQUET:  April 30th at the historic round barn in Twin 
Bridges.  Doors open at 4 PM.  Fun evening of friends and family, with a chance to win premium firearms, top notch outdoor gear and art.  A good 
time for a great cause!  For tickets, contact Leesa at (310) 780-0319 or leesabingham@gmail.com

GARAGE-A-RAMA:  Saturday April 30th from 9 am to 2 pm - See Ad

FIREMANS BALL : May 7th at 3 pm - Derby starts at 4:50pm - BBQ Dinner at ;30 pm Dancing to Follow - Event to be held at the Round Barn on 
Bayers Lane -- Twin Bridges, MT - Tickets Sold at Opportunity Bank in Sheridan ant Twin Bridges.  

COTTONTAIL OBSERVATORY’S PUBLIC NIGHT SCHEDULE FOR 2022: : March 25th -7:30pm -8:30 pm - Where are the planets? 8:30pm - tour 
of the night sky & telescope viewing --April 2nd - 7:30pm -8:30pm - The Moon -;30pm tour of the night sky & Telescope viewing. May 28 - 9:30pm 
- 10:30pm - Comets - 10:30pm tour of the night sky & telescope viewing  - For directions to the Cottontail Observatory go to the web site  www.
cottontailobservayory.com of contact - Joe at (406) 842-7722 Star Gazing is a weather depended event if you can’t see the stars a telescope can’t see 
them either. Be sure to dress warm.

ZUMBA: Every Monday & Wednesday Nights from 6:30 to 7:30 pm at the Twin Bridges Town Hall/Fire Hall. $20 a month. 

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday:  Whiskey Wednesday (discount flights and tasters)  
- Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday:  Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or Call for details   - Every 
Monday thru Friday Happy Hour 5-6  - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY  EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings at 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays at 2 PM. For 
more information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES -.  Story Time Every Weds at 10 am - Music - Singing - Crafts | VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson 
Hickman -  10:30 a.m. Library Story and craft time. Held at the meeting hall on Idaho Street.
 
TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS : Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We are located above the 
town’s Library.  Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, 
more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  
Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

MOUNTAINVIEW CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 515 N. Main St., Twin Bridges. 
406-684-5217

RUBY  VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 at Valley Assembly Church - 114 N. Main - Sheridan

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be blessed. Every 
Sunday at 10:30 am at 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. 

GAME NIGHT AT VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE #390: Friday Nights - Starts January 14th - Happy Hour Every Friday and Monday from 5-10 p.m. 
Every Sunday at 10 AM Brunch and Bingo. $9 Brunch. $5 Bingo for 3 cards. Public is welcome! Observing Social Distancing. 406-660-1559

3 RIVERS REVELATION YOUTH : Saturdays - 6-9 pm - for youth of all ages - Fun -Food - Fellowship - Meets at 3 Rivers Worship Center - 3648 MT 
Hwy 287 - Sheridan, MT 59749

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s
“GOV” E.M. POLLINGER

Elijah Miller Pollinger was born near Mechanicburg, Pa., in 1836. He was the third of nine children born to George 
and Matilda Pollinger, both natives of Pennsylvania. His father was one of the staunch pioneers of that period and 
served with honors in the war of 1812. 
At 18 years old Mr. Pollinger helped build the Columbia turnpike, one of the first in Pennsylvania. Most impor-
tantly he was employed in the staging business, which was the means of transportation across the vast stretches 
of our country west of the Mississippi before the railroads and highways were known in that territory.  In 1857 he 
moved to Lawrence Kansas, where he was identified with various staging outfits. He was a witness to many stirring 
events which gained the state the title of “Bleeding Kansas”. In 1860 Elijah was employed by a firm of Russell, Ma-
jors and Wattles which operated the Central Overland Express. This was exciting times for Mr. Pollinger who was 
then in charge of stages traveling through Pikes Peak. 
He arrived in Virginia City Montana in 1863 with a stock of merchandise which he had brought across the plains 
in four wagons hauled by ox teams. Not an easy trip for anyone involved.  He unloaded some of the merchandise 
to various shop owners in Virginia City and then went on to open his own store in Bannack. Not long after he sold 
everything and it was said he made a large profit. In 1865 he cultivated and cut 250 tons of hay where the city of 
Dillon now stands and then hauled it to Virginia City where he made a very nice profit at $100 a ton. In 1865 he 
discovered the quartz mines at Argenta and then sold those claims shortly thereafter for a very nice price.
He then started the first real Stage Line trade war in Montana with the exception of the early day fur companies, 
this took place in 1866. Ben Holladay, whose mighty Overland line spanned the western half of the continent from 
St. Louis to California, was given the first mail contract into Montana from Salt Lake to Virginia City in 1865, and 

as soon as that line was working in good shape, he put on a daily stage service between the then capital of Montana, Virginia City, and Helena. At 
about the same time two other stage companies were organized for carrying passengers and express between Virginia City and Helena.
At that time Virginia and Helena were booming mining camps. Gold excitement was at fever heat, and as new camps were being established 
frequently with succeeding fresh strikes of placer gold, there appeared to be an opportunity for building up a stage system of considerable propor-
tions in the territory between the various camps. Competition between the three stage lines immediately became extremely high, and the Over-
land company had no sooner put its stages in operation between Helena and Virginia at a rate of $25 in gold dust than one of the other lines cut 
the rate to $20 and the other at once would follow suit. The superintendent of the Overland of course was “Gov” E. M. Pollinger. He had been suc-
cessively messenger, stage driver and agent for Holladay at various times on the transcontinental line, and by this time knew every angle of staging. 
Seeing that he was in for a rate war, he cut the rate at once to $10. His competitors countered by making the rate $5, Pollinger went them one better 
and cut their rate $3. Then for months the three lines were carrying passengers 125 miles between the two camps at the ridiculous price of $2.50, 
and freight rates proportionately. Every morning three fully equipped six-horse stages would pull out from Helena for Virginia City, and three 
from Virginia City  for Helena. The stages were crowded and the road from Helena to Virginia City was a new one and a rough one for most of its 
125 miles. Normally It took 16 hours to make the distance, allowing for stops and meals and changes of stock every 18 or 20 miles. Pollinger saw 
that he would have to make the competition still stiffer if he wished to get rid of his competition, so he cut the time from 16 to 14 hours, then to 12 
and finally to 10 hours, including stops. This made an average of 12 1/2 miles per hour the entire distance of 125 miles. The competing companies 
followed his pace. It resulted in a three-cornered race for all seven days between the three stages from Helena to Virginia City , and another from 
Virginia to Helena. More frequent changes of horses were arranged for and the stages were driven at a fast gallop the entire distance. Some days 
one line would win the race and then another line. As a rule the Overland, having the best stock, made the best time. It made lots of excitement 
for the passengers and there was much betting on the results. It was not an uncommon thing for as much as $500 to be bet between passengers on 
the different stages, the winner invariably giving the drivers a generous cut of the stakes to encourage them to the greatest efforts. The struggle was 
long and bitter, but finally the Overland won out and the two competing lines went out of business. It Is said that more than 100 horses were killed 
in keeping up the terrific pace. As soon as competition ceased Pollinger restored the old rate of $25 gold or $37.60 in greenbacks, or, as they were 
often contemptuously called, “Lincoln Skins.”
 “Gov” Pollinger, as he was known to most of the Montana pioneers of the ’60s, and to many thousands of later comers afterward, was very popular 
among all classes, and he was one of the characters of the staging days in Montana who stood out. Pollinger was always in those days said to be  
immaculately dressed — in fact the Beau Brummel of Montana in the ‘60s and ‘70s. He was a very fine horseman and always drove a fast, well-
matched and spirited team and a fancy buckboard, with which he made much better time on the road than the fastest of all the stages as it was 
told. 
Many pioneers relate that it was well worth while to see “Gov” Pollinger pull his pair of trotters up with a flourish at a hotel or stage station, toss 
the reins to a waiting hostler and methodically remove his driving gloves before he alighted from his buggy. He possessed a keen sense of humor 
and had a reputation as well as wit. In later years he had charge of a stage lines in the Jefferson Valley with headquarters at Twin Bridges, near his 
ranch. 
Elijah purchased some ranch land seven miles east of Twin Bridges and called it the “ Alaska Ranch”.  He hauled the lumber to build his house 
from Helena, sadly this house had burned down some years ago, but the Alaska Ranch is still around to this day. . His ranch holdings totaled two 
thousand acres in the two ranches which were five miles apart. He married Helen Cook who was born in Michigan, on May 29, 1870. They had the 
following children: George H. who was a miner in Bear Gulch, Maggie Lee, Lillian, Arthur M., Warren E., Ruth, Alice, Clyde, Lowell & Roland. 
He sold the ranch in 1900 and lived in Twin Bridges staying active with community events, keeping history alive by re-telling stories from his past 
and entertaining his neighbors with a vibrant green, porch sitting, talking parrot.
Elijah moved to Pasadena, California in 1911 with his son Lowell due to health issues and passed away April 19, 1913. 
He was never the Governor, but he gained the name for running down “lawbreakers” in the early days of Montana territory.  
He was a beloved pioneer that saw the west when the west was wild, moved fast when needed and slowed down when it was time. 

Researched and Written By Joetta Wetzsteon 



117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Madison County Fairgrounds
Improvement Foundation, Inc.

Est 2021

P.O. Box 664  •  Twin Bridges, MT 59754
(406) 596-9696  •  (406) 925-1724

“Preserving Our Western Heritage”

Thank You for Helping Us Build a Legacy for Future Generations!
Lydia Hutchison PC
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    Madison County Fairgrounds Improvement Foundation, Inc.

Thank you to all our donors and community members for your keen interest,
dedication  and support for The Madison County Fairgrounds Improvement 
Foundation’s programs, services, renovation projects, and new construction 
projects for the Madison County Fairgrounds in Twin Bridges, Montana. 

The Madison County Fairgrounds Improvement Foundation, Inc. is a public,
non-pro�t charity, established in 2021. Our purpose is to provide donors 
and supporters with an opportunity to receive a tax-deductible donation 
contributions to support the Madison County Fairgrounds.



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event , please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s

d o w n

Home Park Assisted Living
504 Ray lane
PO Box 899
Sheridan, MT 59749
Phone (406) 842-5133
Fax (406) 842-5651

Contact Jason, our administrator, for more details! 406.980.1117
homeparkassistedliving@gmail.com

WE HAVE ROOMS AVAILABLE

Great views of the surrounding mountains, walking paths, pond
with sitting area, covered outside porches

SILVER SPRINGS SERVICES:
● 24 Hour staffing with emergency call system
● Medication Management
● Weekly/Daily housekeeping and laundry service
● 3 home cooked meals with snacks/ special diet plans
● Scheduled transportation to local appointments or events
● Scheduled daily activities/games/outings

Home Park Assisted Living is a category A facility providing expert,
compassionate care for our residents.  We will allow our residents to
be as independent as possible with guaranteeing a safe, enjoyable
living environment.

The owners, Tony and Emily Simonsen, feel it is their mission to help
care for the aging members of our communities by having a place
where they are treated like family and can call home.

CLASSIFIEDS

Main Street Market in Twin Bridges is accepting 
applications for a Barista positions. 
  Position may include weekends.

Employees receive 
in store discount & other benefits.

Please apply in person or call 
Therese at 406-596-5933

1. A large warship
2. Eternal
3. Prompt
4. Female chickens
5. To be, in old Rome
6. Funny television show
7. Intertwines
8. Anagram of “Silo”
9. Consumed food
10. Genuine
13. Certify
14. A door fastener	
15. Minim
16. Discriminating
19. Depart
22. Germless
24. A spear with three 

prongs
26. Bulwark
27. French for “Summer”
30. Goulash
32. Shade tree
33. Ancient Greek 
marketplace
34. Place of worship
35. More difficult	
38. Interpreting written 
material
39. Candidate
40. Foe
42. Insect wounds
44. Blockhead
45. Backbone
48. Narrow opening

49. Grub
50. Expect and wish
53. French for “Friend”
55. Central

1. Stockpile
6. “Cheers!”
11. Chills and fever
12. First
15. Putting surfaces
16. Spike heel
17. Website address
18. Chooses
20. And so forth
21. Fastens
23. Prima donna problems
24. Journey
25. Check
26. Not cool
27. Historical periods
28. Backside
29. “___ Maria”
30. Supporting column
31. Demoted
34. Motionless
36. Era
37. Sea eagle
41. Low, flat land
42. Put away
43. A noble gas
44. Not false
45. Blend
46. Docile
47. Hairpiece
48. Popeye’s favorite food
51. Not brilliant
52. Breathing in
54. Hulled corn
56. Swarming
57. Express a thought
58. Rituals
59. A kind of golf club

NOW HIRING - Full-Time  Process Operators  

GMA Mining USA in Alder 

Starting wage at $20.14 per hour.  Benefits include Medical, 
Paid time off, 401 K matching, General Incentive Scheme, and 

uniforms.  Pre-employment Drug screen and Physical 
Required.

Join an energetic motivated team in garnet 
production.

Email linda.dixon@gmagarnet.com a resume or call 

Healing Waters Lodge is hiring evening servers for the 2022 
season (fly fishing lodge is open from April 1 through 

October.) 

Servers work as part of a team, typically 3-4 hours an evening 
serving appetizers, beverages including beer and wine, and provide 

dinner service to lodge guests; assists kitchen staff in evening service 
preparation and execution, clean-up, and closing.  

Wage based on experience, server training is provided; including 
Montana alcohol server training. Must be able to work during some 
regular work week shifts and some weekend shifts throughout the 
monthly schedule.  Ideally, would like to find someone who would 

like to work 20+ hours per week on somewhat of a regular schedule. 

Please contact Laura Geary at 406-459-5582.
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March
Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri

2 3

8 9 10 11

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
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1

27

Prom @ Fair
Grounds

End of Quarter 3
MS Band Festival

Sheridan Spelling
Bee

Oula & Yoga
Adult Ed

6:30

HS Academic
Olympics

Spring Picture
Day

Oula & Yoga
Adult Ed

6:30
 

FFA CDE Days
Miles City

Oula & Yoga
Adult Ed

6:30

5
 

7

4

6

Oula & Yoga
Adult Ed

6:30

Closeup Carnival
5:00

FFA Conrad Crops
& Mechanics 

Board Meeting
7:00

FFA Conrad Crops
& Mechanics 

MS Academic
Olympics

HS Track Starts

FFA CDE Days
Miles City

FFA CDE Days
Miles City

28 29

UM State Science
Fair

FFA State
Convention
Bozeman

Oula & Yoga
Adult Ed

6:30

3130

SHERIDAN SCHOOL

HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

406-467-2535

800-796-4567



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

ZUMBAZUMBAZUMBA
Monday & Wednesday Nights 

6:30PM-7:30PM

Twin Bridges 
Above Town Hall/Fire Hall

$20/Month

Message 
Heather's Fitness Fun 

on Facebook for more info

Copyright © 2022 Printable Creative - https://printablecreative.com | For personal use only.

Types of Books
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R S P O E T R Y Q Q Z V P X C

Y K B I O G R A P H Y E W J X

ROMANCE POETRY DICTIONARY ADVENTURE

COMIC COOKBOOKS HEALTH ACTION

SATIRE HORROR THRILLER TRAVEL

HISTORY FANTASY MYSTERY BIOGRAPHY

WORD PUZZLE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
HELP OUT YOUR 

COMMUNITY

CUT - SPLIT - STACK
FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD BANK OF THE
RUBY VALLEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT DON SNYDER

842-5978

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care CenterMountains Care Center

Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

Water Well Drilling, Pump 
Sales 

Installation, Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM


