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Water Well Drilling, Pump 
Sales 

Installation, Service &
 Repairs.

467-2535

800-796-4567

3rivers.net

Frank Colwell, Broker
118 S. Main Street 

Sheridan, MT 59754
406.596.1076

ZUMBAZUMBAZUMBA
STARTING OCTOBER 4TH

Monday & Wednesday Nights 
6:30PM-7:30PM

Twin Bridges 
Above Town Hall/Fire Hall

$20/Month

Message 
Heather's Fitness Fun 

on Facebook for more info

SILENT AUCTION
 
 

OCTOBER 23
5:00PM-8:00PM

ALDER COMMUNITY CENTER

IN SUPPORT OF
EVAN SMAIL &

FAMILY 

DESSERTS &
REFRESHMENTS

PROVIDED 

DONATIONS OF ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ARE
WELCOME AND ACCEPTED UNTIL OCT. 16

PLEASE CONTACT JOSH MCNEAL @ 406-531-6812 



M i n i n g  o n  B i v e n s  G u l c h  a n d  t h e  t o w n  o f  B a g d a d
A  f e w  p l a c e s  w h i c h  w e r e  t h e  s c e n e s  o f  m i n i n g  r u s h e s  a n d  f a b u l o u s  w e a l t h  i n 
g o l d  h a d  s h o r t  b u t  p r o s p e r o u s  l i v e s ,  s u c h  w a s  t h e  f a t e  o f  B a g d a d ,  l o c a t e d  i n 
B i v e n s  G u l c h .
L a t e  c o m e r s  t o  V i r g i n i a  C i t y  i n  18 6 3 ,  f o u n d  a l l  o f  t h e  g o o d  p l a c e r  g r o u n d 
t a k e n .  T h i s  l e d  m a n y  t o  s t a r t  p r o s p e c t i n g  i n  o t h e r  l i k e l y  l o o k i n g  g u l c h e s .  A l l 
o f  t h e  c r e e k s  c o m i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  To b a c c o  R o o t  m o u n t a i n s  s h o w e d  p r o m i s e  o f 
p l a c e r  g o l d .  O n e  o f  t h e  b e t t e r  l o o k i n g  o n e s  w a s  R a m s h o r n  C r e e k .  G o l d  w a s 
f o u n d  i n  p a y i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h e  g u l c h  a n d  s o o n  m a n y  m e n  w e r e  w o r k i n g 
t h e  a r e a .  O t h e r s  c o m i n g  l a t e  b r a n c h e d  o f f  i n t o  o t h e r  g u l c h e s  a n d  B i v e n s 
w a s  p r o s p e c t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  a n d  t h e  g r a v e l  w a s  r i c h .  In  f a c t ,  n e x t  t o 
A l d e r  G u l c h ,  B i v e n s  G u l c h  w a s  t h e  n e x t  r i c h e s t  f o r  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  g u l c h .  T h e 
g o l d  i n  B i v e n s  G u l c h  w a s  m u c h  c o a r s e r  t h a n  t h a t  f o u n d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  a n d 
m a n y  o f  t h e  n u g g e t s  b r o u g h t  f r o m  $ 1 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 1 , 2 0 0 ,  w i t h  g o l d  a t  $ 16  t o  $ 18 
p e r  o u n c e!
A s  i n  A l d e r  G u l c h ,  t h e  u s u a l  m e a n s  o f  e x t r a c t i n g  t h e  g o l d  f r o m  t h e  g r a v e l 
w a s  u s e d .  Pa n n i n g  o f  c o u r s e  w a s  a l w a y s  f i r s t ,  t o  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  s l u i c e 
b o x e s  a n d  r o c k e r s .  A f t e r  s o m e  s t r i k e s  o f  g r e a t  s u r f a c e  r i c h n e s s  w e r e 
e x h a u s t e d ,  e n o u g h  l o w - g r a d e  o r e  b o d i e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t o  k e e p  t h e  a r e a  a c t i v e 
f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  l a t e r.  B i v e n s  G u l c h  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a n y  l o w - g r a d e 
d e p o s i t s  t o  s u s t a i n  a n y  m a j o r  o p e r a t i o n s .  A  p e c u l i a r  f a c t  a b o u t  B i v e n s 
G u l c h  w a s  t h a t  t h e  v e i n s  o f  q u a r t z  c a r r y i n g  v a l u e s  w e r e  v e r y  s m a l l  b u t 
e x t r e m e l y  r i c h .  Mi n e r s  w o u l d  f o l l o w  t h e s e  s m a l l  v e i n s  b y  u s i n g  s m a l l  d r i f t s 
t o  h o l d  e x p e n s e s  a t  a  m i n i m u m .  T h e  o b j e c t  w a s  t o  d r i f t  a l o n g  t h e  v e i n  a n d 
h o p e  t o  r u n  i n t o  a  “ p o c k e t ”  o r  “ k i d n e y ”  w h e r e  t h e  v e i n  e x p a n d e d  a n d  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  g o l d  o r e  w o u l d  b e  f o u n d  a t  t h a t  p l a c e .  S e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  s t r i k e s 
w e r e  m a d e  a t  v a r i o u s  t i m e s ,  p r o d u c i n g  l a r g e  r e t u r n s .  T h e  We i d n e r  b r o t h e r s 
r a n  i n t o  s u c h  a  p o c k e t  a t  o n e  t i m e .  A  m o r e  r e c e n t  s t r i k e  w a s  m a d e  b y  E a r l 
E v e r e t t s .  A  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s p e c i m e n  g o l d  w a s  p r e s e r v e d  f r o m  t h i s  p o c k e t . 
O t h e r  m i n e r s  h a d  s o m e  s u c c e s s  i n  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  s m a l l  r i c h  v e i n s .  M o s t 
o f  t h e  p l a c e r  m i n i n g  a c t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  B i v e n s  G u l c h  b e t w e e n  18 6 3  a n d 
18 7 5 .  Fo r  m a n y  y e a r s  a f t e r  18 7 5 ,  h o w e v e r,  a  n u m b e r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o r k e d 
p l a c e r  g r o u n d  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  s u c c e s s .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  b e s t  k n o w n  p l a c e r 
m i n e r  t o  c o n t i n u e  w a s  H e n r y  H o i s t ,  a  b r o t h e r  o f  Mr s .  E m m a  P o m r e n k e . 
Mr s .  P o m r e n k e  a n d  H e n r y  w e r e  b o t h  b o r n  i n  B i v e n s  G u l c h  i n  t h e  m i n i n g 
c o m m u n i t y  o f  B a g d a d .  Mr s .  P o m r e n k e  w a s  b o r n  i n  18 7 5  a n d  l i v e d  i n  t h e R e s t 
H o m e  i n  S h e r i d a n  u n t i l  s h e  w a s  10 0 -p l u s  y e a r s  o l d !  T h e  t o w n  o f  B a g d a d 
o f  t h e  e a r l y  18 6 0 ’s  w a s  i n  t h e  R a m s h o r n  Mi n i n g  D i s t r i c t ,  a b o u t  e i g h t  m i l e s 
u p  B i v e n s  G u l c h  a b o v e  w h e r e  t h e  B i v e n s  r o a d  j o i n s  t h e  V i g i l a n t e  Tr a i l .  T h e 
t o w n  b o a s t e d  a  s t o r e ,  a  s a l o o n ,  a  b l a c k s m i t h  s h o p ,  a  m e a t-w a g o n  r o u t e , 
a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a n d  a  c e m e t e r y.  In  t h o s e  d a y s  B i v e n s  G u l c h  w a s  n e x t  t o 
A l d e r  G u l c h  i n  r i c h n e s s  o f  g o l d  n u g g e t s  o f t e n  r u n n i n g  $ 10 0 0 . 0 0  t o  $ 1 2 0 0 . 0 0 
i n  v a l u e .  T h e  l i t t l e  t o w n  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  s o  t h e y  h a d  t o  g o  t o 
C i c e r o ,  a n o t h e r  s m a l l  t o w n  t o  g e t  t h e i r  m a i l .  C i c e r o  w a s  l a t e r  r e n a m e d 
L a u r i n .
In f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  “ P i o n e e r  Tr i a l s  a n d  Ta i l s ”. 

 
CHECK OUT OUR NEW COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR AT BEACONBUSINESSCTR.COM

SHERIDAN PUBLIC LIBRARY: 11 a.m. Author reading: LuAnnRodd at Sheridan Public Library: Rodd will read and discuss the 
writing of her book, “Maddie McDowell and the Rodeo Robbery.” Her book is written for ages nine through 12, so please bring your 
children listen to the author read from the book and tell how she developed her story. Call the library at842-5770 with questions.

SPICE CLASS: October 5th at 7 pm at the Twin Bridges Senior Center and October 6th at 7 pm at the Sheridan Senior Center. 

RUBY VALLEY BIBLE CHURCH:  Ruby Valley Bible Church, 97 Duncan District Rd, Sheridan: Ladies’ prayer 2:30 pm Wednesdays, 
Truthseekers youth group Thursdays 7pm, dinner served. 

SUNNY MEADOWS BAKED GOODS: Home made baked goods every Friday from 10-6 on the corner of 287 and Middle Road. “ 
Towards Alder”

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday:  Whiskey Wednesday (discount flights 
and tasters)  - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday:  Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or Call 
for details   - Every Monday thru Friday Happy Hour 5-6  - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

COTTONTAIL OBSERVATORY EVENTS : Falcon Astronomy Club 7 thru 12th grades, meeting in Montana room of
Twin Bridges School.  starting at 7PM to 9PM.  The last scheduled Public Night of 2021 will be on October 9th
starting at 7:30PM at the Observatory.  Check Web Site at Cottontailobservatory.com for directions or call 406 842-7722.

SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS: Sheridan School Board Meeting: October 12th at 7 pm - Twin Bridges School Board Meeting: October 
12th at 7 pm

MADISON COUNTY COMMISSIONER MEETING: 9:30 a.m. every Tuesday at 103 W Wallace St Second Floor Virginia City, MT 59755 

PUBLIC LIBRARY  EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings at 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays at 2 
PM. For more information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES -.  Come join us at the Twin Bridges Public Library for our fall/winter 
story time sessions. They will be held on Wednesday’s at 10:30 am for ages 18 months to 5 years, beginning October 13, 2021. Please join 
us for reading, games, music, and crafts. See you there!| VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson Hickman -  Story and Craft every Tuesday at the 
Meeting Hall on Idaho Street, VC at 10:30 a.m. 

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS : Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We are 
located above the town’s Library.  Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, 
vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult 
pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us 
know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

MOUNTAINVIEW CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 515 N. Main St., Twin Bridges. 
406-684-5217

RUBY  VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 at Valley Assembly Church - 114 N. Main - 
Sheridan

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Come and experience TRUE Worship in a non-denominational setting every Sunday at 10:30 am at 
3648 MT-287. Family friendly. No religion, just relationship. (406) 570-7181

VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE #390: Happy Hour Every Friday and Monday from 5-10 p.m. Every Sunday at 10 AM through March 
28th Brunch and Bingo. $9 Brunch. $5 Bingo for 3 cards. Public is welcome! Observing Social Distancing. 406-660-1559

CHICKS BAR: Poker Night is back! Friday’s & Saturdays from 7:30 p.m. to close. Up to $200 buy in. 

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



CHICK’S BAR

Nights

Friday’s - 7:30 p.m. to Close 
Saturday’s from 7:30 p.m. to Close

Chick’s Bar - Alder, MT
For More information call 406-842-5366

  

Up to $200 Buy In!

Poker night is back!

 

 

 
  

Presenter Info:  
Officer Gomez is a pro-active police officer working in the eastern 
region of Idaho. He worked for the Meridian Police Department, 
serving as the Student Resource Officer of Mountain View High 
School, for many years and now works for the Boise Sheriff's Office.  
Officer Gomez works and deals with social media issues on a daily 
basis. 
 
Training Description: 
Our youth are being educated by their peers & the Internet on the 
topic of social media every day. Parents are giving their kids devices 
which enable predators to contact them 24 hours a day in their own 
homes and at school. What education do we have on the dangers of 
social media?  
This class will educate you on the dangers of social media and what 
you can do to protect youth and yourself. 

TOPICS COVERED IN THE 
TRAINING 
Kids vs Parents 
Dangers of Social Media 
Current Applications used 
Fellow classmate predators 

PRESENTS: 
 
 

INSTRUCTOR/TRAINER 
Officer  

Deputy Dave 
Gomez 

 
 

FREE AND OPEN TO ALL 

MADISON COUNTY 

RESIDENTS 
No Registration Necessary 

 
EVENT DATE / TIMES 

 
Tuesday 

October 26, 2021 
6:30 PM–7:30 PM 

 
 

CONTACT INFO 
Ke’lah Savage 

kelahsavage@gmail.com 
406-925-9624 

 
 
 
. 

LOCATION 
ENNIS HIGHSCOOL Gym  
 
ADDRESS 
223 S. CHARLES STREET 
ENNIS, MT 59729 
 
PHONE 
406-842-4258 

Social Media and Internet Safety 
Trends: The Hidden Dangers 

Bullying 
Facebook Security 
SnapChat 
Dangers of GPS on your phone

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care CenterMountains Care Center

Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event , please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s

d o w n

1. Hooks
6. An abandoned calf
10. Frosts
14. Poplar tree
15. Amazes
16. No
17. Install (2 words)
18. Focusing glass
19. Radiate
20. Vote
22. Was a passenger
23. Buddy
24. Challenged
25. Exposed
29. Bottle up
31. Energize
33. Be out of line with
37. A hard metallic element
38. Knife or gun
39. Bothers
41. Bloat
42. Distort
44. Former spouses
45. Refute
48. Construct
50. Rectal
51. A toy blowgun
56. Bristle
57. Chooses
58. Pueblo brick
59. Send forth
60. Blackthorn
61. Sage
62. Dam
63. Group of cattle
64. Inclination

' "' 

Main Street Market in Twin Bridges is accepting 
applications for weekend afternoon and 

evening shifts for
 Cashier and Boristo/Boker 

Employees receive in store discount 
and other benefits. Starting pay $13-$14 hr. 
Please apply in person or coll Therese at 

596-5933

1. Shocked reaction
2. Cain’s brother
3. Celebration
4. Bungle
5. Old photo color
6. Heat until oxydation
7. Raised an anchor
8. Resembling a tooth
9. Anagram of “Sees”
10. Gain favor
11. Hue
12. Lyric poem 13. 
Stitched
21. Besotted
24. Plunges
25. Baroque composer

26. Dwarf buffalo
27. Bones on your sides
28. Castrate
30. Captivate
32. Grant
34. Pinnacle
35. Anagram of “Note”
36. Terminates 40. Spire
41. Clothed
43. Public speaker
45. Levelled
46. Foe
47. Dye with wax
49. Browned bread
51. Ritzy
52. Smell

53. Lacquered metalware
54. Black, in poetry
55. Cleave

The Ruby Valley Amish Community is in need 
of part and full time drivers. 

Pay per mile.

Call for more information 876-0309

NOW HIRING - Full-Time Lab Technician  

Starting wage at $19.00 per hour.  Benefits include, 
Medical, Paid time off, 401 K matching, General Incentive 
Scheme and uniforms.  Pre-employment Drug screen and 

Physical Required.
Please call HR at (406) 842-7829 or email 

linda.dixon@gmagarnet.com for details and application. 
linda.dixon@gmagarnet.com 

for details and application. 

                                                           

                                   
                              GMA Mining USA | Alder, Montana, USA

BUYING GUNS

LOOKING FOR ALL TYPES OF FIREARMS. 

CALL TODAY FOR A FAIR AND 
COMPETITIVE OFFER.

CALL: 406-596-3475

If you are looking for part time work and have a flexible 
schedule, please send a resume to 

Twin Bridges Public Library 

Attn: Brenda PO Box 246 Twin Bridges, Mt 59754



Loans subject to approval.  NMLS #695851  Federally insured by NCUA.

HighPeaksFCU.com
406683·4373406842·5372

Sheridan Dillon

HPF-063a.2

If your bank hasn’t always been
available to provide you with
personalized service, we have!

And, we can save you money too. HARSHBARGER 
LAW FIRM

Highest Quality Representation 
With A Hometown Feeling

Practical Wisdom...Trusted advice...
For All Of Southwest Montana.

Lori Dwyer Harshbarger - Russel Michaels
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com

(406) 287-7933  -  (406) 683-6151

O C T O B E R  C A L E N D A R

1 2

October

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24

25 26 27 28 29 30

1 2

31

MS FB @Ennis
4:00

HS FB @ Ennis
4:00

HS VB @ LP 4:00

K-4 VB Camp
3:00

HS VB @ Shields
5:00

MS VB @ West
4:00

HS VB @ West
4:00

HS VB Vs. LP
4:00

MS VB Tourn @
West 

HS FB @ Victor
1:00

K-4 VB Camp
3:00

Board Meeting
7:00

MS VB @
Whitehall 4:00

HS VB Vs.
Gardiner 4:30

MS FB Vs. Park
City 4:00

FB Vs, Park City
7:00

HS VB @ Harrison
4:00

FFA Nile 
V VB @ Lima

6:00

FFA Nile 
HS VB Vs. Twin
(Senior Night)

4:00

MS FB @ Joliet
4:00

FB @ Joliet 7:00

No School
PIR/MECL/MEA

End Quarter 1
HS VB Districts

Tournaments TBA

HS VB Districts
Tournaments TBA

HS VB Districts
Tournaments TBA

PIR/MECL/MEA

SHERIDAN SCHOOL



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
HELP OUT YOUR 

COMMUNITY

CUT - SPLIT - STACK
FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD BANK OF THE
RUBY VALLEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT DON SNYDER

842-5978

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

DRA
FT

GOOD WAYS TO GIVE

The Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation 
designates donor dollars to support the following 
activities, programs, and items that are beneficial 
for the needs of each individual resident. Please re-
fer to the enclosed pledge card for a list of additional
Planned Giving Suggestions.

Perhaps you would be interested in donating funds 
to support our Aviaries, Equpment, or the Memorial 
fund. 

Aviary Support & Maintenance

Meet Our Fine Feathered Friends

Donor dollars are used to maintain aviaries at
both facilities.  By presenting birds in a natural 
environment, we make it possible for many of our 
residents, especially those with limited mobility is-
sues, to maintain the human-animal connection
with nature.  Our aviaries also provide entertain-
ment for our visitors as they observe our selection 
of birds in their natural habitat, a true connection 
with Mother Nature.  Research shows contact with 
animals is beneficial to us throughout our lives. 
Aviaries in both facilities provide a large enclosure 
for small birds to live and nest amongst attractive 
shrubbery.

Aviaries are nature’s work
of art with a heartbeat.

“Investing in the Lives of our 
Aging Community Members” 

The Madison Valley Manor
Ennis, Montana

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center
Sheridan, Montana

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and 
tolerant of the weak and strong, because someday in your life you 
will have been all of these.” – George Washington Carver

406-925-1724
mcnhomesfoundation@gmail.com

P.O. Box 481
Ennis, MT 59729

Thank You for Helping 
Us Grow

and
 Continue to Bloom!

OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR DONORS
The Board of Directors for the Madison County Nurs-
ing Homes Foundation’s commitment to our donors 
is to provide total transparency for any and all dona-
tions received.  In April 2021 the Board engaged INA 
Accounting, PLLC in Ennis, MT to assist with all fi-
nancial reporting.

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY
Thanks to generous donations throughout the years, 
the Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation has 
beem able to provide electric beds and bariatric beds, 
dining room chairs, outdoor furniture, 75 in. flat 
screen smart televisions, commercial softserve ice 
cream machines for everyone to enjoy.  We also pro-
vided funding to install a Wanderguard door system at 
the Madison Valley Manor.  In November of 2020 we 
also donated $2500 to each facility for their holiday 
party for residents and employees.

Equipment Fund

• ARJO Maxi Move Hoyer/Patient Lifts: $8,500 each

• Nightside Tables: $250 each

• Over-the-Bed Tables: $100 each

• Warming Blankets: $40 each

Memorial Fund

Donations given in memory of a loved one are
designated to the Madison County Nursing Homes 
Foundation General Operating Fund.


