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All Home Decor

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

TB Auto Parts
104 N. Main ST
PO Box 434
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone: 406-684-5739
Fax: 406-684-5377
tb_auto@yahoo.com

Monday - Friday
8 am to 5 pm
Saturday

9 am to 12 pmCarpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates

Ruby Valley Campground 
& Convenience Store
 In Alder Is Now Open

8 AM - 7 PM - All Week

406-842-5677

• Propane Services
• Hot Coffee
• Basic Essentials
• Fishing Equipment
• Campsites Available

Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving
 Montana 

Real Estate Needs
406.596.1076



Waterloo                                                
 Once a station on a Northern Pacific branch 

line between Whitehall and Alder, near the 
Jefferson River on the northern edge of the 
county, the Waterloo area was first settled 
back in 1864 by gold seekers.
Permanent settlements began to be 
established by farmers, miners, doctors and 
surveyors. Some of the first names in the area 
were Z.D. Foster, Wickham family, John Beall 
family, Pat Carney Townsend’s family and the 
James Brook family. 
James Brook saw the possibilities for the 
success of a woolen mill built near Spring 
Creek, south of town .  A company was 
organized of stockholders and plans went 
into place. The mill was operated by water 
power from Spring Creek as the creek did not 

freeze in the winter. Late in 1877 the building was constructed and machinery was ordered. It was 
built of  granite rock from nearby hillsides. Pat Carney donated his labor and created the stonework. 
The stockholders decided to have a big dance to celebrate the completion of the building. During the 
celebration a storm came up with high winds and blew the mill’s roof off. The roof  was replaced and 
not long after the roof blew off again. This discouraged the members of 
the company and about 1893 Z.D. Foster sold to A.J. Daves  and the mill 
was remodeled into a barn. 
A pottery plant was created at the mouth of Mill Canyon by Sam Right. 
Mr. Right was injured from the roof caving in and could not continue. 

Later John Beall and Pat Carney bought the plant. With improvements  a good market developed and a large 
quantity of pottery was sent to many neighboring towns. 
A soap factory was set up by Mr. Welsh and Mrs. Foster. Mr. Welsh would supply beaver fat to Mrs. Foster 
and it was a huge success for the area. It is believed to be the first soap factory in Montana. 
Fertile farm lands flourished around Waterloo. A large variety of vegetables, including squash and potatoes, 
were grown and sold to markets in Butte and as far away as Helena. 
Stock raising was also a successful industry. With excellent native grasses and large areas of grazing lands 
made the stock industry permanent for the area. Dairy, beef, and sheep farms and ranches sprang up as 
early as the 1870’s. 
There was an early post office located at Parson’s Toll Bridge, which was about two miles northwest of 
Waterloo and was on the opposite side of the river from Silver Star. Stages passed over this bridge en route 
to Virginia City or Helena. The freight wagons were slower and hardly ever traveled more then fifteen miles 
a day. The charges to cross were $1.00 for a wagon and team and 50 cents for a person on one horse. The 
original bridge washed away. 
A post office didn’t open in Waterloo until 1900 (James Gordon, postmaster). Apparently the Waterloo name 
is at least partly due to the battle over the post office location.  It ended up being part of the local general 
store. 
A mine known as the Strawn Gold Mine was historically associated with the Tidal Wave Mining District. 
The site was first discovered in 1921 by Julian E. Strawn. Past operations took place from 1921 to 1942. Production size when active 
was considered to be small. There is one known shaft  that extended a maximum of 213 meters (700 feet). The ore body is described 
as irregularly shaped 1.52 meters (4.99 feet) in width. The ore mined is composed of gold, silver and copper with waste material 
consisting primarily of pyrite and siderite. 
The two schools that were in Silver Star consolidated with Twin Bridges. The Harbison (Silver Star Station) District No. 42 was located 
about two miles east of town. It was first known as the Weingart School and later was changed to Harbison.
The district was never recorded as Weingart. When the school was built, there was no bridge across the Jefferson River until about 
1912. The school building was eventually moved into Waterloo, later renovated and used as a home.
Some of the early establishments in Waterloo were: A general store/post office, dance hall, depot, cheese factory, church and school.  
Walter Thackery, a Ruby Valley resident, was an ardent Indian artifact collector and found many in the area, but the most important of 

his finds was the bones of a saber tooth tiger in a cave near Waterloo. These bones were 
sent to the Smithsonian Institute for identification. 
After he passed away, his wife Cora, presented them to 
the Montana School of Mines, now Montana Tech. His 
fine collection of arrowheads and Indian hammers was 
donated to the Museum in Dillon. 
The wind had continued to play havoc in Waterloo. In 
June of 1980 it is said a tornado touched down with 
destructive force. It came from a southern direction and 
moved northeast out of town. Damage was extensive 
and fortunately no one was hurt. A very terrifying 
experience for those in the area. Ranches and farms 
have changed hands and most businesses gradually 
faded away over the years. The store and post office 
was probably the last business that phased out and 

discontinued. 
Now all that can be seen are some of the original buildings that are still standing and beautiful farm and ranch lands. 

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon - Sources: 1925 writings of Chief Justice Lew. L. Callaway in an address before the Madison County Federation of Women’s Clubs in Virginia 
City.   Also Encyclopedia Britannica and a History Book called The History of  Sacagawea

MADISON COUNTY FAIR & RODEO - August 9th - August 13th - See Attached Flyer.  

OUTDOOR FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT - Hosted by Madison /Jefferson Jr. Leaders - August 10th at 7 pm at Show Arena - Bring 
your own snacks and drinks. 

TWIN BRIDGES ANNUAL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT PANCAKE BREAKFAST  - Main Street - Twin Bridges Fire 
Hall - August 13th - 6:30 am to 12:30 pm - $8.00 per person - $25 for family

BPOE LODGE 390 125TH ANNIVERSARY - August 18th and 19th - 

DUSK AT DISCO PARK - Virginia City -  August 25th - 

FUNDRAISER FOR THE TWIN BRIDGES CLINIC - August 26th - Doors open at 5 pm - Purchase tickets online at 
rubyvalleyhealthcarefoundation.org - See Attached Flyer

PRAIRIE PALOOZA- August 25th to the 27th at the historic Horse Prairie Stage Stop - See Attached Flyer

SHERIDAN FARMERS MARKET & MUSIC- July 6th through September 14th- Every Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 pm - Main 
Street Park in Sheridan

TWIN BRIDGES FARMERS MARKET - Saturdays from June to September 9 am to 1 pm.

GRACE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP - Laurin, Mt, will begin Cowboy Church at the tent in Nevada City, MT. Services begin 
at 10am, June 4, 2023 through September 3, 2023. Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions call 406-842-5915.

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday 
(Discount flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone 
Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for 
weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
TWIN BRIDGES - Thank you for everyone who filled out our survey!  We are always working to make our library fit the 
needs of our community.  Our five winners of the $20 in Twin Bucks are: Anna Ingram, Rachelle Parsons, Betty Humbert, 
Lela Wendt, and Sheila Burke.  Congratulations!  Check in at the library for information about our summer reading program 
schedule.  It looks to be a lot of fun!  Don’t forget Lego Club...There will be no meeting in May,
but will pick up again in June!

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We 
have moved to 208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for 
you Madison County and neighboring towns. Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand 
canned fruits, vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, 
some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see 
what you would like us to carry, please let us know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT 
-between gas station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP - WEEKLY - FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT - 406-381-
6677 Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be blessed. Every Sunday 
@ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. Weekly Grief Support Group - Saturdays at 10 am and Mondays 
at 6 PM - for more information call 406-381-6677

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

Deadline for submissions to the Ruby Valley Nugget has changed to Mondays!

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s

Waterloo in 1932. From left clockwise: Cheese factory, Depot, Community Hall, Store and Post Office, Church steeple and the Egger residence. 

Stamp Mill at Strawn Mine, 1924; Bell Can-
yon near Waterloo. Now at Mining Muesum; 

Butte, Montana. 

Waterloo School dating - 1916 to 1962. Montana. Walt’s Indian Artifacts which he donated to the Dillon Museum. 



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 
Installation, 

Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s

D o w n

1. Devil
6. Goes ballistic
11. Illegal activity
12. Stunning
15. Topic
16. Send
17. Sash
18. Not anyplace
20. Chapter in history
21. Ascend
23. Grasped
24. Jacket
25. Marine mammal
26. Slim and muscular
27. Made a melodic sound
28. Slave
29. Consumed
30. Half of six
31. Gifts
34. Extra
36. Clobber
37. Wild goat
41. Glazier’s unit
42. Courts
43. Cast a ballot
44. Pub serving
45. Pout
46. Distinctive flair
47. Additionally
48. Fundamental
51. Bigheadedness
52. Spotted felines
54. Pay attention
56. Unusual
57. Illicit sexual relationship
58. Change

1. Contagious skin 
infection
2. Skilled practitioner
3. Small songbird
4. Ends a prayer
5. Adopted son of 
Claudius
6. Scarcely
7. Honor
8. Heredity unit
9. S
10. Somebody
13. Illusion
14. French for “State” 
15. A common code
16. Near that time or 
date

19. Not black
22. Polished
24. Longhand
26. Gesture of farewell
27. Timid
30. Faucets
32. Anger
33. Beau
34. Small piano
35. Mythological box 
opener 
38. Type of fungus
39. Knickknack holder
40. Colorless odorless 
inert gas
42. Awe

44. Friends
45. Get together
48. Tilt
49. “Oh dear!”
50. Citrus fruit
53. Buddy
55. Male child



WORD PUZZLE

Ruby Valley Food 
Pantry

Open Saturdays 10-12 am 

206 S. Main Street, Sheridan 

Green building next to the Post Office 

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone

We Do Business Forms

Let Us Custom Create 
Your 2 & 3 Part 
Business Forms 

Wildflower
Music Academy

Beginning September 11

MONDAYS
10 AM LET’S MAKE MUSIC 
(TODDLER CLASS-UP TO AGE 5)
  
WEDNESDAYS
5:45-6:45 CHILDREN’S CHORUS (AGES 8+)

THURSDAYS
5:45-6:30 YOUTH GROUP UKULELE 
(AGE 5+)

PRIVATE PIANO LESSONS AVAILABLE AS
SCHEDULE PERMITS,  
PLEASE CALL FOR OPENINGS

Achieve a professio
coach. Learn differe

F A L L  C L A S S  S C H E D U L E

A L L  C L A S S E S  W I L L  T A K E  P L A C E  A T  
 1 1 7  N  M A I N  S T  U N I T  A  S H E R I D A N ,  M T  ( C O U N T R Y  R O O T S )
C A L L  O R  T E X T  N O W  T O  R E S E R V E  Y O U R  S P O T !  
J A E L E E N  M U N N S  4 0 6 . 4 6 5 . 5 9 3 4

 





DANIEL & LEONA LEE
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

Meet
Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!

  

Live music, locally grown produce & 
Montana Made products. 

 
If you are interested in being 

a vendor, please contact 
Janet Marsh at 406-596-1304

Thank you to Jim

Kennedy of 

Trailsend Ranch for

his support!

MARKET &
LIVE MUSIC

Main Street Park

Sheridan

JULY 6th - SEPTEMBER 14th

EVERY

THURSDAY

5:30PM to

7:30PM

SHERIDAN FARMERS

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.


