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MONTANA ARTISTS PAINT MADISON COUNTY EN PLEIN AIR 

 June, the 8th – 11th, more than a dozen of Montana’s finest painters, 
members of the Montana Painter’s Alliance (www.mtpaintersalliance.org) will be 
painting around the Ruby Valley and Virginia City.   

Painting en plein air at the Ruby Habitat 

On Sunday June 11th from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm those paintings will be 
displayed and the public is invited to the showing.  Some of the paintings will be 
available for sale.  The show will take place at the Visitors Center on the Ruby 
Habitat Foundation property in the tiny town of Laurin, MT.  The Waldie-Kanouse 
Visitor Center is located near 199 Ruby River Drive, Sheridan MT…watch for the 
signs. 

Ruby Habitat Foundation is a 1200 acre non-profit ranch in SW Montana 
whose managed access programs welcome people from around the world for a 
variety of purposes including recreation, education, and artistic pursuits.  For more 
information, see www.rubyhabitat.org. 

Ruby Valley Campground 
& Convenience Store
 In Alder Is Now Open

8 AM - 7 PM - All Week

406-842-5677

• Propane Services
• Hot Coffee
• Basic Essentials
• Fishing Equipment
• Campsites Available

Carpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates

406-467-2535
800-796-4567

3rivers.net

Internet     Phone

A & E  Lawn Care
(406) 683 6734 
Lawn maintenance, 

 Tree pruning/removal
Servicing the Dillon, Twin Bridges,

 Sheridan  area.

24 Hour ATM Locations:

Bozeman  
www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone



Heritage apple orchards                                                              
As farms and ranches started to spring up in Montana, the pioneers experimented with 
various seeds that they either brought with them or mailed to them. As they planted various 
types of fruit trees the apple seeds were found to be one of the most successful for the Ruby 
Valley area. 
Francis Crane owned a ranch up Wisconsin Creek and in 1864 he put in his first apple 
orchard. This place was once called the Sunnyside Ranch and later was owned by Charles La 
Due. Also up Wisconsin Creek was the J.K. Hartt Ranch and they owned the second oldest 
apple orchard that was planted in 1869. 
In 1864 Frank Redfern and later his son John Redfern owned a ranch 2 miles east of Laurin 
and consisting of 160 acres which produced hay, grain, as well as a fine apple orchard. 
Mr. Brundy  owned a farm close to Alder in the late 1860s that produced wild hay  and 
various fruit trees. A letter written on July 14, 1866 from a visitor to Mr. Brundy’s farm 
stated “In company with Mr. B., we took a look at his farm and crops....We were also shown 
a bed of strawberries, rows of currant bushes, and some four or five hundred peach, apple, 
plum, pear and cherry trees, which looked well.”  
Advertisements from the late 1800’s can be found in Montana Newspapers for a variety 
of trees for sale from ranches and farms mentioned above including apples, pears, plums, 
peaches, cherry and apricot. Mr. Brundy and Mr. Redfern became successful orchardists 
for the Ruby Valley area. Mr. Brundy was reported saying “I bought several hundred…and 
set them out against the advice of some of my neighbors, one of whom said I was a fool 
for planting apple trees on good wheat land....Later I shipped the first straight car of apples 
grown in Montana....” 
It was reported in October of 1899 The Boettcher Ranch on Granite Creek grew a ton 
and a half of apples and sold them to the local grocery stores in Madison and Ruby Valley areas. There were six varieties of 
apples grown on the ranch and they were called Early Transparent, Wolf River, Baldwin, Gideon, Wealthy and Duchess of 
Oldenburg.  Reports of the Early Transparent was the finest as it was said to be mellow in flavor. 
By 1899, Marcus Daly had planted the second largest apple orchard in the world in the Bitterroot with 665,000 trees planted 
and producing apples. Apple production was doing so well in Montana that by the early 1900s solutions were needed for 
surplus or unmarketable fruit. In 1903 a vinegar/cider plant was installed in the historic town of Carlton (which was also 
located in the Bitterroot area)just in time for handling that fall’s harvest surplus. An apple canning plant opened in 1909 on 
the Bitterroot Stock Farm (owned by Marcus Daly)  and it was reported in 1903 that a massive apple press was operating near 
Victor at the time of the Curlew mine. This would be where many Ruby Valley fruit growers would send their overflow of 
apples to be processed. 
The Ruby Valley still has many historic apple trees that remain dotted around the area and can be found in Ruby Valley 
home yards or on old trails.  Ruby Valley has what Katrina Mendrey considers to be excellent examples of heritage orchards. 
Katrina Mendrey is the orchard program manager at MSU’s Western Agricultural Research Center in Corvallis. She oversees 
the Montana Heritage Orchard Program, the goal of which is to preserve Montana’s fruit production history and the genetic 
diversity of fruits that have historically grown well in the Montana climate.
In this position, with the help of retired U.S. Forest Service historian Mary Williams, she has compiled historical references 
to apples in the state between 1840 and 1940— approximately one hundred different cultivars of apple were planted across 
Montana between 1865 and 1902— and she’s surveyed heritage orchards around the state. These are trees that have withstood 
over a century of the Ruby Valley’s harsh, high-elevation climate and are still producing apples. When Katrina Mendrey sees 
these trees, she sees apples that may hold the key to successful orchards around Montana.  
Craig Woodson owned a farm by Laurin with a passion for the land and it’s capabilities.  With this in mind Mr. Woodson 
wanted the farm to stay intact for the future and be kept in operation  for the Ruby Valley community. To that end, the 
Woodson family partnered with Montana Land Reliance to create the Ruby Habitat Foundation in 2002, to manage the 
property in perpetuity.
Dave Delisi, the foundation’s outreach coordinator, thinks they have already made two valuable contributions to the local 
ranching community: They’ve increased no-till farming in the valley, after acquiring a no-till seed drill that allows seeds 
to be planted without fully turning over the soil and they’ve increased awareness about ways landscape conservation and 
agriculture can work together. In 2019, Les Gilman and Dave Delisi participated in one of Mendrey’s grafting workshops held 
at the research station in Corvallis. The following summer, they planted two hundred thirty rootstock seedlings in a 1-acre test 
orchard on the foundation’s property. In August 2020, they grafted scion—bud wood collected from ten known apple varieties 
and several variety mysteries from around the Ruby—onto the rootstock. The orchard plot is on a limestone bench to the west 
of the Ruby River.  The plot is surrounded by an 8-foot deer fence with an automatic solar timer controls with a valve allowing 
gravity-fed irrigation water from an old passive irrigation channel fed by the Ruby Dam to sprinkle the orchard. Dwarf 
rootstock trees are planted in nine rows of twenty with additional two rows of standard apple trees and with five plum trees 
that grow alongside. Extra trees line the front of the orchard in gallon pots.
An orchard started from scratch is a tender thing. To reduce competition for water, all the grasses were removed prior to 
planting rootstock, and the plot was fertilized with cow manure. In June 2020, the rootstock plants stood no more than 2 feet 
high in the brown dirt, leafing out a dozen tender green leaves, two hundred thirty individual shoots of hope. 
When the Ruby Habitat Foundation first decided to plant a heritage orchard, Delisi read a two-hundred-page book about all 
of the potential issues an orchardist could face: irrigation, fertility, coddling moth, fire blight, voles, pocket gophers, and other 
small vertebrates. “It’s insane to try to grow apples. Every apple you eat is a miracle,” Delisi says. “[But] to me, it’s full of hope, 
this orchard. We’re doing all of this for future generations, on a wing and a prayer.”

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon - Sources: 
Montana Newspapers online source - MSU Online Resources - Ruby Valley Habitat Foundation 

GRACE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP - Laurin, Mt, will begin Cowboy Church at the tent in Nevada City, MT. Services begin at 10am, June 4, 2023 through 
September 3, 2023. Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions call 406-842-5915.

MONTANA ARTISTS PAINT MADISON COUNTY EN PLEIN AIR - June the 8th - 11th - go to www.mtpaintersalliance.org for more information. 

TWIN BRIDGES FARMERS MARKET - Saturdays from June to September 9 am to 1 pm.

ELLING HOUSE EVENTS - Mike Dowling in Concert June 10th at 7 pm - Growling Old Men in Concert - June 28th at 7 pm - 404 E. Idaho St -  Virginia City, 
Montana. www.ellinghouse.org

VIGILANTE MUSIC FEST -June 10th - Noon - Discovery Park in Virginia City, MT

LINDA FOY GALLERY EVENTS - June Gallery Night - June 16th from 4-7 -  Baroque Music Montana Concert - July 16th at 4 pm - Tickets are $20 at
https://baroquemusicmontana.org/2022-23-season/ - refreshments served at all events - 104 S. Main Street - Twin Bridges, MT www.lindafoy.com

FLY IN - June 17th - 8:30 am - Free event, open to the public. Twin Bridges Airport - The event will kick off with a pancake breakfast fundraiser by the Twin 
Bridges Rotary and VFW. There will be free airplane rides for kids 8-17 between 8 am and 10 a.m. You won’t want to miss the pilot games and kids will 
definitely want to join the ping pong ball drop. To complete the event, join us for a free BBQ lunch. Cash prizes for people’s choice 1st-3rd for aircraft and 
car’s.

KIDS FISHING DERBY - June 24th at 10 am - Located at Lorie’s Pond 2 miles out of Twin Bridges on Highway 41. 

EVANS PAY IT FORWARD FUNDRAISER -  June 25th from 3pm to 7pm at the Blue Anchor in twin. Dinner/Silent Auction/drinks to support Evans Cancer 
journey by paying it forward. 

TWIN BRIDGES BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL - June 28th to July 2nd - The first annual Twin Bridges Bluegrass Festival, held in Twin Bridges, Montana, at the 
Madison County Fairgrounds. Gates open for camping at 0800 on Wednesday, June 28th, and you are welcome to stay through Monday morning, July 3rd. 
There will be 10+ bands playing music on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, food and craft vendors, a building for folks to set up in who would like to sew or 
quilt, and if we can get 20 people to sign up, there will be a horseshoe tournament on Saturday morning. Folks are highly encouraged to jam as much as 
possible, and there will be 2 buildings available as pickin’ sheds for nighttime jams, should folks want to use them. If you like trout fishing, the Beaverhead 
River runs right along the edge of the fairgrounds, and town is located just across the river. The fairgrounds are located right off Hwy 41, and are 1/2 hour 
from Dillon and I15, 1 hour from Butte, and 1 1/2 hours away from Bozeman. This will be a wonderful family event, and we sure hope to see you there. More 
details about the venue, the bands, etc, are on the website. https://twinbridgesbluegrass.com

FLOATING FLOTILLA RIVER PARADE - July 22nd at 11 am - Get your parade floats ready for the Floating Flotilla River Parade Saturday, July 22nd! Float 
line up is at 11:30AM, parade starts at 12:00PM!! 2022 Theme is TBD Best Float Awards:
Adults: $200.00 Youth (17 and under): $100.00 Duck Race to follow!

SHERIDAN DAYS - July 27th to July 30th - Under the Sea! Thursday 6 pm Car Cruise @ RVB, Friday @ 6 Dinner & Beer Gardens sponsored by SCCF with 
Live Music by Winnie Brave; Saturday @ 8am is the Fun Run, 10 am parade, 11 am Dodge ball, 12pm  is lunch sponsored by Fire Department, Kids Activities 
& Vendors, 1pm Horseshoes, 3pm Corn hole, 5 pm Duck Races, 6 pm Dinner sponsored by SAR & Beer Gardens sponsored by SCCF with Live music by 
Dan Henry; Sunday 10 am to noon Jacksons Garden Brunch, Church Service & Silent Auction. 

RUBY VALLEY POOL: Are you or someone you know looking for a summer job? We are accepting applications and holding interviews next week! 
We offer competitive wages, opportunity for a tan and flexible schedules.
Applications can be found on our website www.rubyvalleypool.com Please email completed applications to swimsheridan@gmail.com 

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount flights and tasters) - 
Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for details   - Every Monday through 
Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
TWIN BRIDGES - Thank you for everyone who filled out our survey!  We are always working to make our library fit the needs of our community.  Our five 
winners of the $20 in Twin Bucks are: Anna Ingram, Rachelle Parsons, Betty Humbert, Lela Wendt, and Sheila Burke.  Congratulations!  Check in at the 
library for information about our summer reading program schedule.  It looks to be a lot of fun!  Don’t forget Lego Club...There will be no meeting in May,
but will pick up again in June!

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved to 208 1/2 S. Main 
St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for you Madison County and neighboring towns. Pantry is open 
every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, 
dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see 
what you would like us to carry, please let us know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be blessed. Every Sunday @ 
10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. Weekly Grief Support Group - Saturdays at 10 am and Mondays 
at 6 PM - for more information call 406-381-6677

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

LINDA FOY | ATELIER 
contemporary western landscape and nature art 

SUMMER EVENTS! 

JUNE GALLERY NIGHT 
FRIDAY, JUNE 16TH, 4-7 PM 

BAROQUE MUSIC MONTANA CONCERT  
SUNDAY, JULY 16, 4 PM 

Tickets: $20 (suggested donation, limited seating) at: 
https://baroquemusicmontana.org/2022-23-season/ 

Refreshments served at all events 

104 S. Main St.  Twin Bridges, MT 
www.lindafoy.com



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

 1. Move furtively
 2. Hermit
 3. Confuse
 4. D
 5. Powerful
 6. Boundary
 7. Angers
 8. Basket or bowl
 9. Estimated (abbrev.)
 10. Yearly
 11. Bags of wool
 12. Slave
 13. Elk or caribou      
 

18. Coming up
 22. Oriental grain
 24. Close
 26. Limbs
28. Rubber wheels
29. Expectorated
30. Falafel bread
31. Blockage
32. Easy gait
33. Outthinks
34. Exaggeration
37. Combustible pile
38. Identical

40. Stalk
41. Trousers
43. Instrument of 
admission
44. Wasteland
46. Drills
47. Expiate
48. Canvas dwellings
49. Hell
50. Behold, in old Rome
51. French for “Black”
53. Whale
56. Baby bear
57. Buddy

1. Clothed
5. Portion
10. Impressed
14. Was a passenger
15. Novices
16. Beak
17. Act of showing affection
19. Not any
20. Snake-like fish
21. Raise
22. Monarch
23. Gift
25. Assumed name
27. Witch
28. Pin for a man
31. Cirrus or cumulus
34. Door pivot
35. Consumer Price Index
36. Boor
37. Funeral piles
38. Three-handed card game
39. Choose
40. Abnormally active
41. Noodles
42. Gesticulates
44. Dike
45. Mineral excavator
46. Under
50. Legislate
52. Encourage
54. Darjeeling or oolong
55. Seals a champagne bottle
56. Exchange letters
58. Give as an example
59. Gastric woe
60. Initial wager
61. Once, long ago
62. Brute
63. Not more

D o w n

A c r o s s

GRIEF SUPPORT 
GROUP

WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
When: Saturday - 10 AM

        Monday - 6 PM

For Information Contact: 406-381-6677

       Where: 3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER
3648 MT HWY 287

   Sheridan, MT 59749

Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member, or friend.

Sheridan School District No. 5 
is accepting applications for two
 Paraprofessional/teachers’ aides 

positions for the 2023-24 school year 
(32 hrs/week, starting wage approx. 
$14.35/hr.) Sheridan School District
 operates on a four-day school week. 
Benefits for hourly positions include 

state retirement, vacation, and sick leave.
Information and applications are avail-

able on the district website at 
sheridan.k12.mt.us, 

or by contacting Becky Larsen 
(becky.larsen@sheridan.k12.mt.us) or 

Mike Wetherbee 
(mike.wetherbee@sheridan.k12.mt.us) 

or by calling 406-842-5302. 
All successful applicants must pass a 

federal fingerprint-based background 
check.



WORD PUZZLE

Ruby Valley Food 
Pantry

Open Saturdays 10-12 am 

206 S. Main Street, Sheridan 

Green building next to the Post Office 



DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT

CELL: 406-217-2131
HOME: 406-842-5206
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 
Installation, 

Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM

June 10th @ 9 am June 10th @ 9 am 
Sheridan Baseball FieldSheridan Baseball Field

5K around Sheridan5K around Sheridan

SILENTSILENT AUCTION AUCTION
ITEMS DISPLAYED IN THE LOBBY OF ITEMS DISPLAYED IN THE LOBBY OF 

OPPORTUNITY BANKOPPORTUNITY BANK
UNTIL JUNE 30THUNTIL JUNE 30TH

8TH ANNUAL8TH ANNUAL
FUNDRAISING WEEKEND FUNDRAISING WEEKEND 

For the American Cancer SocietyFor the American Cancer Society

June 9th & 10th, 2023June 9th & 10th, 2023

SIDEWALK SALESIDEWALK SALE
(IN FRONT OF RUBY VALLEY RE-RUNS)(IN FRONT OF RUBY VALLEY RE-RUNS)

JUNE 9THJUNE 9TH

@ THE OPPORTUNITY BANK PARK @ THE OPPORTUNITY BANK PARK 
JUNE 9TH 11 - 1JUNE 9TH 11 - 1  

Ruby Valley Fun/Walk RunRuby Valley Fun/Walk Run

DONATIONS ARE WELCOME.DONATIONS ARE WELCOME.
 PLEASE CONTACT EITHER PLEASE CONTACT EITHER

ROBIN BIEROTH @ 406-596-1201 OR OR ERIN ROSSITER @406-491-7913ROBIN BIEROTH @ 406-596-1201 OR OR ERIN ROSSITER @406-491-7913

JUNE 10TH STARTS @ 9 AM JUNE 10TH STARTS @ 9 AM 
AT THE BASEBALL FIELD. 5K AROUND SHERIDAN. AT THE BASEBALL FIELD. 5K AROUND SHERIDAN. 

APPLICATIONS AT THE BANK & ALSO ONLINEAPPLICATIONS AT THE BANK & ALSO ONLINE

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

Pints for Pups
Saturday, June 17th

 3pm to 7pm

at Ruby Valley Brew

$1 of every

pint sold will

be donated

from RVB and

matched by

Resolute Roots

Realty for the

Beaverhead

Animal Shelter










	New ad layout insert.pdf
	June 1st Issue.pdf
	Berkshire Hathaway Inserts
	Community Health Fair & The Cainent Stop Inserts



