
THE RUBY VALLEY NUGGET
WELCOME TO OUR  LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

Published by Beacon Business Center ~ 406-842-7488
 rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com -www.beaconbusinessctr.com - Authorized FEDEX & UPS Shipping Center 

Art Supplies - Toys - Crafts - Puzzles - Office Supplies - Copy - Fax - Graphic Design

January 2020 1st Issue of the Month

24 Hour ATM Locations:
Ennis · Virginia City · Harrison

Sheridan · West Yellowstone

Since 1965 | Ennis | Boulder  
Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

104 N. Main
Twin Bridges, MT 59749

406-925-0647

KINNEY 
CLEANING SERVICE 

CHIMNEY - VENTS - WINDOWS  
DRYER VENT CLEANING

60% OF HOME FIRES ARE FROM DRYER LINT

GARY KINNEY
406-702-5372

CELL: 406-596-7003
P.O. BOX 305

VIRGINIA CITY, MT 59755 

TThhee  BBeesstt  GGoooodd  LLuucckk  iinn  lliiffee  iiss::  

YYoouurr  SSMMIILLEE  

A great smile will 
open many doors 
and opportunities 

for you. 
Respect your 
teeth and they 
will Respect 

you. 

 

Call today–don’t 
delay 

  

440066--668844--55008800 

 

Twin Bridges Dental and Orthodontics 
Improving one smile at a time! 

 

Nothing but the TOOTH 

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 

MountainsMountains
Care CenterCare Center

Phone 
(406) 842-5600

326 Madison • P.O. Box 
308

Sheridan, MT 59749

A FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, 
FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE.

ESPRESSO BAR WITH DRIVE-THRU
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 

7 A.M. TO 9 P.M.
SUNDAY: 

8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.
108 N. MAIN STREET

TWIN BRIDGES, MONTANA 59754
COFFEE SHOP PHONE: 684-5075

MARKET PHONE: 684-5070

HHaappppyy  HHoouurr  
SSuunnddaayy  tthhrroouugghh  TThhuurrssddaayy

  FFrroomm  33::3300  ttoo  66::3300..
AAllddeerr,,  MMoonnttaannaa

Join us for a fundraiser for Roger & Cyndie Thompson 

Sheridan Senior Center, 210 W Crofoot St., Sheridan, MT 
5 – 7 P.M. ~ January 25th, 2020 

Country & Folk Music by Katie Hall Full 
Spaghetti Dinner w/ Dessert

By Donation 
Silent Auction

www.facebook.com/katiehallmusic

For MORE INFO contact Christa 
Thompson at 406-595-8176 

For DONATIONS contact Steph 
Haag at 406-596-7134 

Thank you to everyone
 for supporting 

the Ruby Valley Medical Center 
Foundation’s Annual Appeal!

Best wishes for a 
happy & healthy New Year 

& Decade!

  

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC 

Stop in, Visit Online or Call today!  
 

230 E Glendale St. Dillon, MT. 59725   Ph. 406-988-0733 
www.dalegiemlpl.com 

       Dale Giem 
        LPL Financial Advisor 

 

Helping You Pursue Financial Goals 



RUBY VALLEY  HAPPENINGS
POND HOCKEY TOURNEMENT- January 10th 2020 - 12 PM – 3 PMVirginia City IceEast Idaho Street, 
Virginia City, Montana 59755 Hosted by Virginia City Ice
JUNGLE MICROBES AND RANCHING IN MONTANA - January 15th - 5:30 - Philanthropy Building - Mo-
raine Room. Hosted by EcoPlanet One Health RSVP with bblatt@ecoplanethealth.com. 
2020 CHAUTAUQUA - On Saturday, January 18th, 2020, the Elling House Arts & Humanities Center will 
host our first Chautauqua of 2020! The EHAHC hosts a winter series of Chautauquas in January, Feb-
ruary, March and April. The monthly event begins with a potluck dinner at 6:30pm and performances 
start at 7:30pm.
The Chautauqua brought entertainment and culture for the whole community with speakers, teachers, 
musicians, entertainers and specialists of the day. First popularized in the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the Chautauqua is hailed as a sharing of entertainment and intellectual knowledge - Teddy Roosevelt 
claimed it was “the most American thing in America “. Today the tradition continues with a variety of 
writers, musicians and special topic speakers taking center stage at the Elling House Arts & Humanities 
Center.
The Chautauqua is open to all seeking entertainment, intellectual or spiritual growth and local culture. 
Each participant performs 1-2 songs or a 5-minute reading. Nightly performances highlight 10 reserved 
spots with two swing spots available for impromptu appearances. Those wishing to be on stage are en-
couraged to contact Toni James to make reservations at (406) 843-5454, email: ranksmerc@yahoo.com 
Other dates of 2020 Chautauquas are Feb 15th, March 21st and April 18th.
FUNDRAISING DINNER -January 25th -5-7 pm - Sheridan Senior Center. 
CARE GIVER/ DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of each month at 6 pm at the Tobac-
co Root Care Center Conference Room. Every 3rd Tuesday there is a training. Contact Gail at 842-5600 
or Karen at 842-7164 for more                information or to sign up. 
WOMEN’S NONDENOMINATIONAL BIBLE STUDY - Meets every Tuesday at 10 a.m. - Located at 3 Riv-
ers Family Church
 PATCHWORK PALS QUILT GUILD -Meets the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 1:30 PM at Bethel Hall.                                       
For more information please contact Patty Bates (President) at 842-7432.
RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY - Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 at Valley Assem-
bly Church -           114 N. Main - Sheridan, MT. 
TRIVIA NIGHT AT RUBY VALLEY BREW -- Every Wednesday Night from 6 p.m... to 8 p.m.
EPISCOPAL CHURCH GAME NIGHT -Every last Friday of the month at 6 p.m. at the Episcopal Church in  
Sheridan. 
SHERIDAN LIBRARY -  Movie night - 1st and 3rd Thursday of every month at 7 p.m.  - Knitting Club 
Thursdays at 2 p.m. Garden Club every 4th Monday of every month. Book club meeting every 2nd Sunday 
of the month at 1:00 p.m. 
TWIN BRIDGES LIBRARY -  The Twin Bridges Library has two new board members:  Jennifer Giem has 
lived in the area for many years, and is the controller at Great Harvest in Dillon.  Will Koehler is more 
recent to the area, moving here from Alaska, and is a Realtor with Berkshire Hathaway in Twin Bridges.  
They are looking forward to working for the library and bringing new insight to the board!
Story hour continues on Wednesday at 10:30 am. and will run through the winter. Also, we have a handi-
work group that meets on Wednesday at 2:30. Spanish classes will be beginning again in January.  Please 
call or stop by to sign up.  Are there classes you would like to see us offer?  Let us know!A new thing at 
the library is our craft supply exchange.  Need supplies to start or finish a project?  Come see what we 
have!  Have extra supplies you don’t need anymore?  Donate them to the exchange!  We have cross-stitch 
supplies, yarn, and more!
Stop by and see the new items in circulation, look at the plans for the back room, leave us ideas if you 
have them, and pick 
up one of our new book bags...$15 filled with books from the sale area!
THOMPSON-HICKMAN COUNTY LIBRARY - We will be gathering at the VC Library at 6:30pm, every 
other Wednesday to play games!  We will be bringing games from our homes.  You can bring any games 
you want to play, or just show up and play with us!  Yes, you can bring snacks too if you want to! Story & 
craft time - Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.- Free Movie Nights 
are every other Tuesdays at 7 p.m. - 
 406-843-5346 to find out what is playing.
HOME PARK HAPPY HOUR - At Ruby Valley Brew every third Wednesday of the month at 1p.m.  
VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE #390 - OPEN FRIDAYS FROM 5 P.M. TO 9 P.M. - Public is welcome!

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY
Ever had one of those days when your pay check was way smaller than you thought, you ate        
ramen noodles yet again because they were less then a planned meal or you had to choose           

between buying medicine or go grocery shopping. 

The Ruby Valley Food Pantry in Sheridan is there to alleviate these problems.                          
It is a tax exempt charitable organization.

Hunger is directly related to the larger problem of economic insecurity in our state.          
Low wages, job loss, child care, medical care and insufficient fixed incomes can leave many 
families unable to keep food on the table while trying to pay the bills. We are lucky to be 

in a community that understands that hunger hides. It is lurking around doorsteps in every 
neighborhood. Hunger is not something that you can see or shows a trail of damage like a 
hail storm. Lack of knowledge about programs, confusion over eligibility, limited program        

availability in certain areas, as well as the stigma of participating in public programs can cause 
lack of participation in excellent programs such as the Ruby Valley Food pantry.

The Ruby Valley Food Pantry is there to help those that are in need of food and supplies.  
They are open to anyone in need regardless of income status. Compassion, respect, dignity 

and quality are their first priority empowering our community by providing a “hand up”. 

Contact a board member today and get involved by donating, advocating, educating or    
volunteering.                

 Food is distributed on Saturday morning from 10 to 12 at the Valley Assembly Church        
located  at 114 N. Main Street in Sheridan.  

Board Members are:                                                     

 Donna Stump: 842-7871 - Jim Wallace: 842-5573 - Doug Smith: 842-5587 -                            
Bonnie Stiles: 842-5767 - Jim Paull - 684-5183.

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

111 S. Main Street
Sheridan,MT 59749

406-842-5977



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

HAIL DAMAGE?

Water Well Drilling, Pump Sales 
Installation, Service & Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214

406-925-0615
Specializing in new home conStruction 

and quality remodel and repair

CONSTRUCTION LLC
TWIN BRIDGES, MT

Speech Therapy 
Tanya Curtis, 
M.S. CCC-SLP

Specializing in cognitive 
processing,

 language, speech and 
swallowing. 

Serving Ruby Valley and Dil-
lon 

areas.
877-801-0024

Sheridan Firefighter 
Association

Thank you for your generous 
donations

 and support in 2019!

Now that we have paid for our 
5 acres south of Sheridan adja-
cent to Hwy 287; we are in the 

planning process to build a new 
modest fire hall/facility for our 

community.

Lost Cabin Bar

109 S. Main
Twin Bridges, MT 

59754
406-684-5482

467-2535
800-796-4567

3rivers.net

      

         
Our New Location: 210 Crofoot  

Our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 283 • Sheridan, Montana  59749 
(406) 842-5966 • E-mail: sadtalbott@gmail.com 

 

Thank You to Andy’s Service Station 
Andy and Marilyn Verhow! 

Andy’s Service Station in Sheridan, Montana, sponsored a  
Community Christmas luncheon at the Sheridan Senior Center  

  Friday, December 20, 2019!  
The Sheridan Senior Center staff prepared a delicious home-cooked meal and 

dessert for 88 community members! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

“The closest thing to being cared for is to care for someone else.” 
~ Carson McCullers 

 

108 N. Main, Sheridan, Montana108 N. Main, Sheridan, Montana

OpenOpen
T u e s d a y , 

T h u r s d a y  &  F r i d a y  -  1 1 - 7

M o n d a y  &  W e d n e s d a y  - 
1 1 - 2

Fresh Baked Goods Everyday
Eat In or Take OutEat In or Take Out

Call ahead for quick pick upCall ahead for quick pick up

4 0 6 . 8 4 2 . 7 9 9 94 0 6 . 8 4 2 . 7 9 9 9
T h e S h o v e l A n d S p o o n . c o m

Frank Colwell, 
Broker

118 S. Main Street 
Sheridan, MT 



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event ` please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488.

BUYING GUNS
Buying all types of 

firearms. 
Call today for a fair 

and competitive offer.
406-596-3475
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FOR SALE 
Retail property with 2 Bedroom 
and one bath Apartment above.
105 S. Main Street in Sheridan, 

MT
Call For An

 Appointment
406-498-4752

FOR RENT 
IN SHERIDAN

DOWNSTAIRS APARTMENT
2 bedrooms.

 Newly remolded. 
No Pets

$750 a month
Contact 1-406-660-5617

RUBY VALLEY FEEDS

Jonathan Ashcraft
P. O. Box 301

2269 HWY 41 S. 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

C: 406-596-3475
E: terranovamt@outlook.com

www.rubyvalleyfeeds.com

FOR RENT 
IN SHERIDAN

2 Bedroom House
all appliances incl. W/D and 

DW. Attached garage, large yard
Pet considered
$825 a month

contact 842-7359/ 
text 406-451-6564

FOR RENT 
In Twin Bridges

Studio Apartment
$700 a Month

Includes Utilities
305 S. Main

406-580-1574

You are Cordially Invited to Attend
A Presentation

on

Jungle Microbes and Ranching in Montana

Guest Speaker
Dr. Gary Strobel, PhD, Professor Emeritus

Montana State University College of Agriculture
Bozeman, Montana

Wednesday, January 15, 2020

Philanthropy Building – Moraine Room
120 South Main Street

Sheridan, Montana

5:30 P.M.
Beer, Wine and Assorted Non-Alcoholic Beverages 

6:00 P.M.
Complimentary Dinner 

Hosted By
ECOPLANET ONE HEALTH

RSVP 
bblatt@ecoplanethealth.com

Office (406) 585-1122
Cell (406) 451-9311 

Attention all Ag Businesses & Ranchers!

Seasonal Workers / Virginia City 
 Description:

  The MHC is hiring 15 seasonal short-term worker 
positions not to exceed 90 work days. 

Weekends and extended hours are required with the 
season beginning mid May and ends in
 September (Labor Day).2020 Season

Training week – May 18th – 22nd
Season – May 23rd – Sept. 7th

(We will need 1-2 seasonal workers to help in the 
Nevada City Museum from Sept. 8th – 20th for 

our extended season)
10 Seasonal Workers - will be working at the Virgin-
ia City Depot, Nevada City Museum, River of Gold 

Panning Experience, and on the Alder Gulch Shortline 
Railroad.

- Sell tickets/passes for NC Museum, Railroad and 
River of Gold Panning- 

Use a register and credit card machine to collect sales- 
Maintain head counts for venues

- Greet visitors and give out information on history 
regarding the area and attractions

- Stock merchandise
1 seasonal – Housekeeper for vacation rentals in 

Virginia City- Laundry- Change bed linens- Collect 
trash- Assist with Collections Department Custodian as 

needed
1 seasonal – Collections Department Custodian- Clean/

sweep out the displays- Cleaning and handling of 
artifacts- Wash windows- Assist with Housekeeper as 

needed
1 seasonal – Information Specialist at the Village Pump 

Information Center
- Sell tickets/passes for NC Museum, Railroad and 

River of Gold Panning
- Use a Point of Sale system to sell merchandise and fuel

- Give out information on history regarding the area 
and attractions- Sweep/Dust Information Center

1-2 seasonals – Lawncare and Maintenance worker(s) 
in Virginia and Nevada Cities

- Mow/weed whack of state-owned properties- Collect 
trash from trash cans in Virginia and Nevada Cities- 
Clean bathrooms at VC Depot, Daylight Village, and 

Nevada City Bovey Visitor Center
- Perform routine maintenance of grounds and facilities

 Salary: $ 11.28 - 13.53  Hourly 
Contact Name:  Penny Fassett  |  Contact Email:  
dochr@mt.gov  |  Contact Phone:  406-841-2718

po. box 183 
Alder Mt. 597·1 0 

BBaakkeerr  LLiigghhtt  IInndduussttrriieess  
Renewable Energy Contractor 

,. 

WWaayynnee  BBaakkeerr  
Solar Electric 

Solar Thermal 
Battery Based Systems 

greenheatsys@gmail.com 
1-406-596-1186 



TM

YOUR LOCAL BANK. YOUR OPPORTUNITY.

SHERIDAN • 406.842.5411
TWIN BRIDGES • 406.684.5678

OPPORTUNITYBANK.COM

Twin Bridges School

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
WE HAVE SCHOOL 
HSBB vs Ennis 

4 
HSBB @ TB 

6 
FFA Meeting 7pm 

7 
Robotics meeting 
Girl Scouts 
JVBB @ Jefferson 

8 9 
Quarter 2 End 
FFA Alumni Mtg  
6 pm 

10 
PIR Day for Staff 
Robotics meeting 
HSBB @  
Drummond 

11 
MSBB @ TB 
HSBB vs Gardiner 

13 14 
Board Meeting  
JVBB @ Ennis 
MSBB vs Ennis 

15 
Winter Sports  
Pictures 

16 
K-6 Qtr 2            
Celebration 
 

17 
Robotics meeting 
MSBB vs Lima 
HSBB vs Lima 

18 
FFA KMON 
Robotics comp. 
MSBB@ Harr/WC 

20 
4-H Meeting 

21 
Robotics meeting 
MSBB vs Caldwell 

22 23 
HSBB @ Harr/WC 
 

24 25 
FFA Fergus Mech 

27 28 
Robotics meeting 
MSBB @ TB 
HSBB vs Granite 

29 30 
MSBB vs Harr/WC 

31 
MSBB @ Ennis 
HSBB @ Ennis 

 

Sheridan School Events  
January 2020 

      

         
Our New Location: 210 Crofoot  

Our Mailing Address: P.O. Box 283 • Sheridan, Montana  59749 
(406) 842-5966 • E-mail: sadtalbott@gmail.com 

 
At the sunset of a decade and the beginning of a new year, we reflect with gratitude 

on the accomplishments and generosity from our community members. 
We are so grateful for our Senior Center family, relationships, partnerships, and 

friends that bring so much love and joy into all of our  lives.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The closest thing to being cared for is to care for someone else.” 
~ Carson McCullers 

 



CROSSWORD PUZZLE Last Issue Answers

DOWN
34. Charged particles
35. Not a single one
36. Annoying insect
38. Temperate bog orchids 
41. Louse-to-be
42. Goon
44. Bamboozle
45. Doled out
46. Habituate
47. Rubbed
48. Heredity unit
50. Diatom
51. Forsaken
52. Part in a play
53. A single time
54. Encounter
55. Makes a mistake

DOWN

1. Ritzy
2. Crest
3. Observed
4. After-bath powder
5. Aerial
6. Bestow
7. Rime
8. Modify
9. Repairman
10. Rival
11. Female demon
12. Pseudonym
13. 365 days 21. Effeminate
25. 2,000 pounds
26. Pleads
27. Double-reed woodwind
28. See the sights
29. Change
30. Handed over
31. Anagram of “Sage”

Madison county monitor - January 12, 1906 - Patronize home merchants
Local vintage postcards now available at Beacon Business Center 

    In discussing the problem of how to prevent the local trade from going to the retail mail order houses the country          
merchant must never lose sight of the fact that he who has money to spend has the inalienable right to spend it where and 
whatever manner he may elect, with out being subject to criticism from any source.  We all know that in the early days of 
Montana, perhaps, before the coming in many sections of the railway, necessarily, prices must be higher owing to excessive 
cost of transportation. �ow, in a great measure, this condition is changed and goods can be brought in at a comparatively 
small cost.  Consequently the store can sell at much lower prices then formerly. It, therefore , is up to the merchant after 
marking his goods at a fair margin of profit to show this class of customers that his prices are no higher that the Eastern prices 
are, plus freight or express charges.  There is no doubt but that these people would prefer to spend their money at home and 
the merchant has only himself to blame for the loss of their trade, but loud talk alone will not do it.  Money makes the mare 
go, and right prices is the money and trade is the mare, in this case.  Another class of “importers” is the customer, who is so 
thoroughly wedded to the “sending away” system that he or she, doesn’t take the time or the trouble to look into the offer-
ings at home for whatever may be wanted.  He takes it for granted that it is not to be had or that it is better, or cheaper in 
price if bought out of the catalogue. .

    The question: Why should people trade at home?  The one and certainly the principal reason is that you can  be served as 
well, if not better at home, than by any distant mail order house.  When you go home and open your package of purchases 
from us or any reliable merchant, examine them again and if there is anything among them that doesn’t suit you, bring it 
back the next time you come in: you’ll get your money back cheerfully every time and at once without any questions.  Isn’t 
that worth considering?  Sometimes, you know, you are in a hurry to get home and can’t take your time to decide, so just   
remember this: if it doesn’t suit you bring it back and get your money.  If we can sell you something else afterward, we’ll be 
glad to, but you get your money first.  When you get anything from a mail order house it is quite different.  Those who have 
had the experience know this too well.  In fact there is so much trouble in connection with sending back goods that in most 
cases goods are kept, rather that to “bother with it.”  And the mail order house is well aware of this fact.  They know what 
it means to the ordinary man or woman to return good by express, or in any other way.  Then again, occasionally goods are 
lost or damaged in transit, which means no end of corresponding, besides being out of your goods and money.  To get a claim 
from an express or railroad company  is a matter from three months to two years time. That is if you ever get it at all , and 
never without a considerable lot of red tape.  In fact, in case of a small claim, the game is not worth the candle. 

    Do retail mail order houses sell goods cheap?  The retail mail order houses take an occasional well know item, cut i’s price 
to the bone and advertise this “leader” extensively from Maine to California.  The bulk of their wares are not sold cheaply.  
They have to pay hight rents, high clerk hire, and expense of infinite details which pile their ration of expense up beyond that 
of any well conducted retail store.  In addition, for them, advertising add at least a straight 10 per cent to expenses.  All this 
has to be added to the price of their wares, besides making profit on them.  Again, when you send to a mail order house, 
your money accompanies your order; you are practically paying for the goods from 10 to 30 days in advance and sometimes 
longer.  We would gladly send for any article that we might be out of and you should want , and we would not ask you to 
pay your money before you get the good and the goods suited to you.  If the home merchant sells his goods at a reasonable 
prices, the very fact that he pays taxes and rent in your home town entities him to the preference, against and outsider,. Then 
again, a ranching or farming community with out a home merchant who can handle your produce.  What a condition!   Many 
a thrifty rancher’s wife buys a goodly share of her groceries, wearing apparel, household goods, etc., with the produce she 
takes to the country store which would otherwise be wasted or perhaps would not be raised at all.  Have you ever heard of 
a mail order house that offered to rustle a market for your produce?  A farming community should be the last one to patron-
ize mail order houses and the first to encourage the home merchant.  In most farming communities, there is more produce 
raised than the local market can consume, consequently and outside market must be found.  

    Now will it pay you to travel 50 or 100 miles every time you have a few dollars worth of stuff to sell?  No indeed.  But if 
you knew that your local “Country store Merchant” would gladly take your lost of butter, eggs, poultry, vegetables or any 
thing else for that matter and allowed your market price for it, would you not in the end profit more by patronizing your 
home  merchant than by sending away your good money and waiting 30 days for your goods to come?  Begin the new year by  
patronizing the home merchant, who patronizes you.  Don’t feel that he is your enemy; he is your friend. With a little home 
pride and a little confidence in one another, we can all  help boom the town; and every one will derive some benefit there 
from. 

Submitted by: John F. Fox of Fox Cash Stores and Frank Nasbit, of the Rochester Mercantile Co in 1906. 

ACROSS
1. Noodles
6. Throat-clearing sound
10. Kaolin
14. Sea
15. Prospector’s find
16. Fit
17. Refine metal
18. Nonclerical
19. Dogfish
20. From now on
22. Teller of untruths
23. Not used
24. Collection of maps
26. Flora
30. Small boat
32. African virus
33. Starting
37. Urarthritis
38. Data stream manipulator
39. Thug
40. Sings (to attract)
42. Reddish brown
43. Angered
44. Girdle
45. Substantial
47. Court
48. Lady’s escort
49. The same backward as forward
56. Decorative case
57. Swill
58. Hermit
59. Roman emperor
60. Brute
61. Canker sore
62. Biblical garden
63. Found on most beaches
64. Encounters


