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203 S. Main - Sheridan, MT 
406-842-7488

20 % off 
All Home Decor

  NEW HOURS: 
We will be closed Sunday and Monday - Open Tues-Sat -11am-8pm 

Call 406-684-5050 for Daily Specials

Pizza..Burritos..Beer..Sandwiches..Burgers..Salad Bar..16 Flavors of Ice Cream

THE RUBY VALLEY NUGGET CAN BE ALSO FOUND ONLINE AT www.beaconbusinessctr.com

All Proceeds from the

Bake Sale will be

donated to the 

Shootin Shamrock’s 4-HShootin Shamrock’s 4-H
Silent Auction Bake SaleSilent Auction Bake Sale

Where: Sheridan Elementary School Cafeteria
When: Saturday, December 16th 

Time: 4:00pm 
@ Twin Bridges vs Sheridan Basketball Game (Varsity Boys Only)

Braaten Family
*If you would like to make a Donation to the Braaten Family please contact 

Morgan Gilman 406-925-2708 or Tiffany Hemphill 209-617-3348*

H & M Handyman
Luis: 406-581-3148/hmhandyman@worksmt.com

Luis Hernandez 
PO Box 129

Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

Ruby Valley GiVinG TRee

 SeRVicinG SheRidan, aldeR & ViRGinia ciTy

The Ruby Valley GiVinG TRee pRoVideS GifTS

foR needy indiVidualS, familieS & eldeRly. 

 GifT TaGS aRe on The chRiSTmaS TRee aT

oppoRTuniTy banK, SheRidan

aS RequeSTS aRe ReceiVed!

 
pleaSe call billie @ 406 842-5044 

To puT youR name on The liST, oR if you Know 
Someone in need, call wiTh a name and woRKinG 

phone numbeR.  iT’S KepT confidenTial.

 if you’Re a SnowbiRd, GoinG To be Gone, oR pRefeR 
To GiVe money, juST call oR STop by The 

banK and They can TRanSfeR fundS and/oR 
accepT youR caSh oR checK! 

 iT’S eaSy!!

oppoRTuniTy banK

po box 587 
SheRidan, mT 59749

(406) 842-5411

deadline foR accepTinG nameS iS

decembeR 11Th.

TUKE LANE STORAGE UNITS

NEW AND SECURE STORAGE UNITS AND 
LONG TERM PARKING ON TUKE LANE

 SHERIDAN, MT

$65 A MONTH FOR UNITS
ASK FOR PARKING PRICING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

DON WELBORN   H: 406-842-5713
C: 406-596-5161

PAT WELBORN C: 406-596-0354

DON WELBORN
406-842-5713 OR

 406-596-5161

PAT WELBORN
406-596-0354



TWIN BRIDGES CHRISTMAS STROLL -  DECEMBER 7TH AT 5 PM - Chili Feast - Pictures with Santa - Horse Drawn Hay Rides - Kids 
Games and Crafts

MULTI AUTHOR BOOK SIGNING AT THE SHERIDAN LIBRARY - December 8th  from 5-7 pm - See ad 

VC CHRISTMAS STROLL - Dec 9 - 12-6 See Ad

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW AND UGLY SWEATER CONTEST - December 9th - 10 am to 2 pm at the Twin Bridges Fairgrounds. See Ad

SHERIDAN TOWN COUNCIL MEETING - December 11th at 6 pm at the Town Hall.

65TH ANNUAL VETERANS COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER - December 16th from 5-7 pm at the Twin Bridges School Lunch Room 
- See Ad

DC DANCES MONTANA PRESENTS THE NUTCRACKER - December 16 at 1 and 5 pm and December 17 at 1 pm at the
 Ennis Elementary School - See Ad 

ELLING HOUSE -  *The Splendid Feast Dinner is on December 15th and 16th. For additional detail check out ellinghouse.org or the 
EHAHC Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ellinghouse. 
404 E. Idaho Street PO Box 104 Virginia City, MT 59755 406.843.5507 info@ellinghouse.org

SHOOTING SHAMROCK’S 4-H SILENT AUCTION BAKE SALE - December 16th at 4 pm at the Twin Bridges vs Sheridan Varsity Boys 
basketball game at the Sheridan Elementary School Cafeteria. All proceeds from the bake sale will be donated to the Braaten Family - If you 
would like to make a donation to the Braaten Family please contact Morgan Gilman at 406-925-2708 or Tiffany Hemphill at 209-617-3348

SHERIDAN CLOSE UP INVITES YOU TO FAMILY MOVIE AND DINNER NIGHTS- SHOWING AT THE SHERIDAN ELEMENTARY - 
DECEMBER 21ST - HOME ALONE - JANUARY 18 - CARS - FEBRUARY 15- FREE WILLY - MARCH 21ST - SUPER MARIO BROS -
DINNER AT 6 PM AND MOVIE 7 PM - DINER AND MOVIE - $8 PER PERSON - MOVIE ONLY - $3 PER PERSON

WILDFLOWER MUSIC ACADEMY - Mondays-10 am (Toddler Class up to age 5) Wednesdays - 5:45 to 6:45 Children’s Chorus (Age 8+) 
Thursdays - 5:45 to 6:30 - Youth Group Ukulele (Age 5+) Private Piano Lessons Available As Schedule Permits - Call or Text Jaeleen
 Munns - 406-465-5934 Country Roots - 117 N Main St Unit A - Sheridan, MT 

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Wednesday: 9-2, Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are 
FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount flights 
and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for 
details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 

TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges Book Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the month at the Blue Anchor.
Dinner at 6:00 with meeting at 7:00. Please email dmmontana@3rivers.net for information 
Accepting applications for a part time library clerk. Position will be 15 hours per week, with Wednesday being a full day and flexibility for 
other days. Wage depends on experience. Please inquire at Twin Bridges Public Library.

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved to 
208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  - 596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas station 
and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be blessed. 
Every Sunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly

Deadline or submissions to the Ruby Valley Nugget has changed to 1ST & 3RD Mondays!

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

Chinese temple in virginIa city
The history of Virginia City was very rich with ethnic and cultural diversity at one time. 
Gold was the magnet that brought settlers from all around the world to the Rocky 
Mountains. Among the first to arrive were the Chinese, who came during Montana’s 
early territorial years.
Most of the Chinese that reached the Montana Territory emigrated from the Kwangtung 
Provence of China, which includes Hong Kong. Poverty, overpopulation and political 
turmoil had been the reasons for leaving their Far East homeland. Like their European 
counterparts, most were poor and landless in China. America’s natural resources 
offered an opportunity for a better life first drew them to California. As gold strikes 
dwindled in California, miners including the Asians moved inland to follow fresh strikes 

in the territories of Colorado, Idaho, and Montana. 
America was known as “Gum San,” the Land of Golden Mountains, to the Chinese trying to escape the harsh conditions in 
their own country. When they arrived, they provided the labor needed to do the backbreaking work of mining and railroad 
construction as well as providing services the miners were reluctant to do, such as laundry and domestic work.
For the most part Asian immigrants left their families at home. In 1870, the Chinese population of Montana was 1,949 
(nearly ten percent of the total population), but only 123 were female. Virginia City was said to home up to 1,000 Chinese 
miners during this time.  The Chinese brought with them similar backgrounds, social structure, languages, and 
experiences that allowed them to endure the many hardships of the Montana frontier and in many cases to prosper.
The miners that first arrived in the 1860’s  worked for the Chung Wah Kung Saw or the Chinese Six Companies, 
somewhat like a guild or secret society. Many also belonged to the Chinese Masonic Lodge. The Chinese miners built a 
Chinatown at the lower (east) end of Wallace Street. At the entrance to Chinatown was a two-story temple named the 
Joss House, which served the religious needs of the Asians and also provided a social meeting place. These organizations 
helped to define a code of conduct and served to maintain order among the immigrants. Their rules of conduct included: 
“Do not occupy by force the property of your brethren;” “Do not deceive your brethren by fast talking;” “Do not bully your 
brethren with your might.”
The picture above is the Temple at the west end of Wallace Street in Virginia City, Montana, in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century.  It was originally a single-story log structure erected in the 1860s. By 1875 the temple was rebuilt as 
a two-story rough-hewn timber and plaster structure.  In a gesture toward architectural refinement, the newer model was 
faced with narrow gauge horizontal wooden slats overhung with a porch, the upper level was screened with an awning 
and railing. The temple was designed to interface with the community: the Wallace Street sidewalk (i.e., boardwalk) 
passes through the temple porch, an exterior staircase joins the passageway to the balcony, and a great flagpole (or 
festival tower) ascends parallel to the porch at left. On the inside, the lower floor measured about twenty-five by thirty 
feet and was given over to gambling, sheltering sojourners, gathering for the community, and hosting elaborate banquets. 
Long-time resident Wiley Davis recollected as the space was hung with a red glass oil lamp that would scare away evil 
spirits and was edged with booths or bunks. The upper floor featured an altar that was placed against a plank wall with 
narrow-arched doorway on either side. 
The first floor of the temple was reserved for these miners to socialize over games, smokes, and feasts. 
The second floor was reserved for Chinese prayer, augury, and music making. The largest temple in southwest Montana, 
it became the most important destination for Chinese during the annual New Year’s Festival in early February, entertaining 
about 6oo. The migrants would have opened the shrine to the curious on special feast days such as New Year’s. It was 
written that “every Chinaman that went into the temple would stay and pray during the New Year’s festival which was a 
three week celebration.  Local residents and the curious were welcome to sit in the temple and watch and listen to them 
pray.  Perhaps the biggest event would take place during this celebration on a small stage: an ensemble of musicians 
played tunes that could be heard by men working the Alder Gulch mines. 
Later the Chinese were not allowed to work new claims so they reworked the placer abandoned claims. With an 
understanding that “many hands make light work,” the Chinese were able to recover substantial ore. As a result they 
shipped millions of dollars worth of gold back to China. Their success came despite active discrimination against Asians 

including a series of state or local laws excluding Asians from certain activities and 
assessing specific taxes on their activities in an attempt to force 
them to leave the state. Montana’s Chinese population declined 
into the 20th Century as a result of stringent immigration laws 
and anti-Chinese sentiment.
As the number of Chinese residents decreased from about 1000 
in 1870 to 10 in 1910, there was no sizable constituency to 
advocate preserving the temple. By the 1930’s a decision was 
made to  tear it down and straighten the juncture of the highway 
with the western edge of the town. 
Photos of the temple sometimes appear in articles to affirm the 
vibrant Chinese presence that existed in our local area. 

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon The information came primarily from written interviews with pioneers and their descendants, and from articles in Montana  newspapers.

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s

Chinese Temple

Inside the Chinese Temple



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

TB Auto Parts
104 N. Main ST
PO Box 434
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone: 406-684-5739
Fax: 406-684-5377
tb_auto@yahoo.com

Monday - Friday
8 am to 5 pm
Saturday

9 am to 12 pm

CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTIAL
DWELLINGS, NEW BUILDS, REMODELS, CHINKING,

STAINING & PAINTING

HYNDMANCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

CHRIS HYNDMAN
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BUYING GUNS
LOOKING FOR ALL TYPES OF FIREARMS. 

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FAIR AND COMPETITIVE OFFER.

CALL: 406-596-3475

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS

We currently have openings for new build 
clients. Give us a call to discuss how we 
can make your dream project a reality!

406-223-5053



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s1. Mindful
6. Indian music
10. Plate
14. Greens with dressing
15. Ages
16. Put ____ words
17. Fatuous
18. Play parts
19. Pretentious person
20. Acculturate
22. Belgrade native
23. In the center of
24. Floor
26. Molten rock
30. Consumed
31. Our star
32. Frosts, as a cake
33. Essence
35. Coniferous forest
39. Flying disk
41. Turned a corner
43. Above a baritone
44. Pierce
46. Open to all
47. 18-wheeler
49. Night before
50. Large northern deer
51. Suppurate
54. Plateau
56. Unit of paper
57. Subjugation
63. A Great Lake
64. Taps
65. Push
66. Portent or omen
67. Type of sword
68. Consumer of food
69. Miami basketball team
70. Fathers
71. Pottery fragment

1. Largest continent
2. Grows pale
3. “Oh dear!”
4. Hindu princess
5. Swelling
6. Facts
7. Colonnades
8. An international trade 
treaty
9. Judge
10. Disharmony
11. Not outer
12. Cache 
13. Spare-time occupier
21. Picture
25. Ballet attire
26. Boost
27. Anagram of “Care”

28. Blood vessel
29. Variety
34. Crosses
36. False god
37. Nerd
38. Combines
40. French cheese 
42. Overweight
45. Enticed
48. Felt blindly
51. Not stale
52. Spooky
53. Siberian antelope
55. Donkeys
58. Daddy
59. Monarch of Iran
60. Infinitesimal amount
61. Not under

62. Geek

DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT

CELL: 406-217-2131
HOME: 406-842-5206
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D o w n

FIREWOOD BANK 
OF THE RUBY VALLEY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

 a job for every 
volunteer,  

at any skill leveL

    cUT - sPLIT -  sTACK

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT

406-842-7392
A  L O C A L  C H A R I T Y

BEACON BUSINESS CENTER 
IS STOCKED WITH CHRISTMAS CARDS, 

CHRISTMAS TAGS & GNOMES!

SEE THE VARIETY 
OF CHRISTMAS 

CARDS, GNOMES 
AND TAGS 

 AT 203 S. MAIN IN 
SHERIDAN, MT

The Alder School is in need of a maintenance
person. This position is on an as needed basis. 

Wages are negotiable.
If you are interested in this position,

Please call 406-660-1006.

Stop by the school for an application.”

FOR SALE: 2 sets of Draft Harnesses
1st set with leather, silver spotted harness with collar & pads.
2nd set Bio thane silver spotted harness with collar & pads

$1200.00 each
Call  Steve at 406-533-5592



WORD PUZZLE

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone

Photo is courtesy of Colter Raben.
Members pictured sitting- Lorrayne Meredith, Korissa Cary, 

Kait Hyde, Haydon Broksle; standing- Isaac Cary, 
Riddick Goodwin, Colter Raben, Hazin Dwyer, Lilly Banks, 

Kaycee Hanson; sitting on table- Claire Hyde; 
standing is club leader, Lacey Clark.

The Super Stars 4H Club enjoyed a brisk and sunny day on
November 12, 2023.  

The group spent the afternoon picking up trash items on a stretch 
of MT Highway 41 N, near Silver Star.

The safety equipment and trash bags were provided by the 
Highway Department.

The members split into boys verses girls groups. 
This allowed them to cover more area and encouraged a friendly 

competition.  
During this community service project the group learned the 

damage that littler can cause to our environment.
   

Super Stars members would like to encourage all to find 
a trash can.

Do Not Be a Litter Bug!

Submitted by Super Stars 4H Club- Reporter, Claire Hyde

Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving
 Montana 

Real Estate Needs
406.596.1076

A B CA B C
1 2 3
1 2 3

Troy Braaten’sTroy Braaten’s
1st Grade Classmate’s

Invite you to a Silent Auction  
December 11-15th

 OppOrtunity Bank Sheridan Branch

 If you would like to make a Donation for the Auction 

Please contact MEgan Rowberry 406-577-6633 or Emily Rowberry 406-595-5548

All Proceeds will go to 

The Braaten FamilyThe Braaten Family

** Final Bids & Pickup **

Twin Bridges vs Sheridan Basketball Game

 Dec. 16th 4:00PM



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Meet
Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!

  

Carpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates 117 North Main  Unit D

Sheridan, MT
www.aldercreekco�eeco.com

Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 
Installation, 

Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM

 







BEACON BUSINESS CENTER 
IS STOCKED WITH CHRISTMAS CARDS, 

CHRISTMAS TAGS & GNOMES!

SEE THE VARIETY 
OF CHRISTMAS 

CARDS, GNOMES 
AND TAGS 

 AT 203 S. MAIN IN 
SHERIDAN, MT


