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Race horses of the ruby valley                                                              
The history of Madison County pertaining to race horses was reported that residents owned many race horses 
in addition to breeding them.  The Twin Bridges Southern Montana Fair Association advertised trotting, 
pacing and running races in 1898. By 1909 it was reported that 
Madison County was declared  to have had the largest number 
of thoroughbred horses of any county in the state. It was also 
noted that the Fairgrounds had the finest mile track in the state of 
Montana with ample stables for horses. 
Noah Armstrong, who owned the Doncaster Ranch and Spokane, 
was neither the first nor the most long standing horseman in the 
area. The round barn at the old Doncaster Ranch north of Twin 
Bridges is well known for it’s rich history about the race horse, 
Spokane. Armstrong believed the altitude of Montana could 
produce horses with the lung capacity and endurance to be world 
class racers. Bunch grass grown in the area was said to said to 

be superior to the Kentucky bluegrass for building stronger bones. Still standing today, the 
Doncaster Round Barn is a private run event center and is in the National Register of Historic Places. 
In the 1880’s round barns were promoted by agricultural colleges for efficiency and said to be cheaper to make. Armstrong liked it was 
wind resistance and had a self supporting roof. The Barn is one hundred feet in diameter at ground level and three stories tall with weather 
tight walls.  The first floor had twenty-four box stalls and each with a window. The design gave “each horse a chance to see his neighbors 
for about halfway around the building...This promotion of neighborly companionship greatly relieved the monotony of indoor horse 
life.” It had exterior doors that opened to a paddock for each horse, with fence lines fanning out over a total of 2.5 acres.”  Each stall used 

to open up  to an internal track about 20 feet wide. In the winter months the dirt corridor,  about 
220 feet in circumference, allowed the horse to be trained indoors. There was also a tack room, 
veterinary stalls, a circular staircase and a hay and grain elevator. At the core was a well pipe that 
drew water to an 11,000 gallon cistern on the third floor. A windmill on top of the barn pumped 
water from the well to the cistern, piped from there in to each stall. The second floor was a for feed 
storage. It was reported to hold up to 50 tons of hay and contain grain bins built to store 12,00 
bushels. Sloped chutes about each stall allowed feed to be feed to the horses. 
In this barn the mare, Interpose foaled a chestnut colt in 1886. Armstrong happened to be in 
Spokane Falls, Washington Territory and Armstrong decided to name him Spokane. He would 
tell the press after Spokane’s 1899 win that the horse’s name not only honored the community of 
Spokane Falls, but “secondly, because of an old Indian tradition of that locality that very much 
interested me.” 
In 1868 William Raymond  and his brother Hillhouse Raymond bought ranch land in the 
Sweetwater Creek area that was known for a never freezing tributary of the Ruby River and what he 
called the “Animal’s Paradise”.  The ranch consisted of nearly six thousand acres all under fence. In 
1876, Hillhouse went to Kentucky and purchased a hundred head of the finest mares and a Standard 
bred stallion named Commodore Belmont. He also owned famous stud horses called Tempest, 

Copper King and he would also bring the first Shetland ponies to Montana. In 1880 the stallion had sired a colt that Raymond would name 
Doncaster that became a star on Montana’s trotting track and because of the name there was confusion amongst historians about the origin 

of how Noah Armstrong came to name the ranch. Marcus Daly would later buy 
Doncaster and renamed him Dalgamo. 
In 1880 Raymond build  an affluent looking barn with ornate steeple style cupola 
with an organized interior tailored towards palatial horse barns found near 
Lexington, Kentucky. It also had  a one mile training track. He would name his place 
Belmont Park for his favorite stallion and also in honor of a once famous race then 
held at Jerome Park, New York. 
Raymond would own Belmont Park until his death in 1905 and he became one of 
the largest breeders of trotting horsed in the United States. 
Another historic local breeder was Charles X. Larabie (Also spelled as Larrabee). 
He was the 
co-founder 
of the Boston 

& Montana Consolidated Mining Company and owned the Brook 
Nook Ranch. This place was in the upper Ruby Valley and consisted 
of 4,500 acres of land and by 1895 he put in $250,000 to set up the 
ranch for well-bred trotting horsed and by 1895 he owned over two 
hundred of these horses. Larabie purchased Commodore Belmont 
from Raymond in 1891 and he would describe the aged stallion as 
“full of spirit, courage and virility as when he was a colt”. 
The tracks are now gone, and the horses are racing over the rainbow, 
but they still live on through our local history and in the horse 
breeders blood lines.   

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon - Sources: 
Montana Newspapers online source 

TWIN BRIDGES FARMERS MARKET - Saturdays from June to September 9 am to 1 pm.

KIDS FISHING DERBY - June 24th at 10 am - Located at Lorie’s Pond 2 miles out of Twin Bridges on Highway 41. 

EVANS PAY IT FORWARD FUNDRAISER -  June 25th from 3pm to 7pm at the Blue Anchor in twin. Dinner/Silent Auction/drinks to support Evans Cancer 
journey by paying it forward. 

TWIN BRIDGES BLUEGRASS FESTIVAL - June 28th to July 2nd - The first annual Twin Bridges Bluegrass Festival, held in Twin Bridges, Montana, at the 
Madison County Fairgrounds. Gates open for camping at 0800 on Wednesday, June 28th, and you are welcome to stay through Monday morning, July 3rd. 
There will be 10+ bands playing music on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, food and craft vendors, a building for folks to set up in who would like to sew or 
quilt, and if we can get 20 people to sign up, there will be a horseshoe tournament on Saturday morning. Folks are highly encouraged to jam as much as 
possible, and there will be 2 buildings available as pickin’ sheds for nighttime jams, should folks want to use them. If you like trout fishing, the Beaverhead 
River runs right along the edge of the fairgrounds, and town is located just across the river. The fairgrounds are located right off Hwy 41, and are 1/2 hour 
from Dillon and I15, 1 hour from Butte, and 1 1/2 hours away from Bozeman. This will be a wonderful family event, and we sure hope to see you there. More 
details about the venue, the bands, etc, are on the website. https://twinbridgesbluegrass.com
 
ELLING HOUSE EVENTS - Growling Old Men in Concert - June 28th at 7 pm - at 404 E. Idaho Street - Virginia City, Montana
DUSK AT DISCO PARK - 7-9pm - JUNE 30TH - DIRTY SHAME - JULY 28TH - PAGE AND THE PEOPLE BAND - AUG 25TH - FOOLS GOLD - At 
Discovery-Ellingsen Park, Virginia City

SHERIDAN FARMERS MARKET & MUSIC- July 6th through September 14th- Every Thursday from 5:30 to 7:30 pm - Main Street Park in Sheridan

FLOATING FLOTILLA RIVER PARADE - July 22nd at 11 am - Get your parade floats ready for the Floating Flotilla River Parade Saturday, July 22nd! Float 
line up is at 11:30AM, parade starts at 12:00PM!! 2022 Theme is TBD Best Float Awards:
Adults: $200.00 Youth (17 and under): $100.00 Duck Race to follow!

SHERIDAN DAYS - July 27th to July 30th - Under the Sea! Thursday 6 pm Car Cruise @ RVB, Friday @ 6 Dinner & Beer Gardens sponsored by SCCF with 
Live Music by Winnie Brave; Saturday @ 8am is the Fun Run, 10 am parade, 11 am Dodge ball, 12pm  is lunch sponsored by Fire Department, Kids Activities 
& Vendors, 1pm Horseshoes, 3pm Corn hole, 5 pm Duck Races, 6 pm Dinner sponsored by SAR & Beer Gardens sponsored by SCCF with Live music by 
Dan Henry; Sunday 10 am to noon Jacksons Garden Brunch, Church Service & Silent Auction. 

VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE 390- Christmas in July  - July 29th from Noon to 7 pm - 125Th Anniversary - August 18th - 3-10pm - August 19th - Noon - 
7pm 

TWIN BRIDGES FARMERS MARKET - Saturdays from June to September 9 am to 1 pm.

GRACE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP - Laurin, Mt, will begin Cowboy Church at the tent in Nevada City, MT. Services begin at 10am, June 4, 2023 through 
September 3, 2023. Everyone is welcome! If you have any questions call 406-842-5915.

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount flights and tasters) - 
Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for details   - Every Monday through 
Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
TWIN BRIDGES - Thank you for everyone who filled out our survey!  We are always working to make our library fit the needs of our community.  Our five 
winners of the $20 in Twin Bucks are: Anna Ingram, Rachelle Parsons, Betty Humbert, Lela Wendt, and Sheila Burke.  Congratulations!  Check in at the 
library for information about our summer reading program schedule.  It looks to be a lot of fun!  Don’t forget Lego Club...There will be no meeting in May,
but will pick up again in June!

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved to 208 1/2 S. Main 
St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for you Madison County and neighboring towns. Pantry is open 
every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, 
dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see 
what you would like us to carry, please let us know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be blessed. Every Sunday @ 
10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. Weekly Grief Support Group - Saturdays at 10 am and Mondays 
at 6 PM - for more information call 406-381-6677

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

LINDA FOY | ATELIER 
contemporary western landscape and nature art 

SUMMER EVENTS! 

JUNE GALLERY NIGHT 
FRIDAY, JUNE 16TH, 4-7 PM 

BAROQUE MUSIC MONTANA CONCERT  
SUNDAY, JULY 16, 4 PM 

Tickets: $20 (suggested donation, limited seating) at: 
https://baroquemusicmontana.org/2022-23-season/ 

Refreshments served at all events 

104 S. Main St.  Twin Bridges, MT 
www.lindafoy.com

Carpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates

Live music, locally grown produce & 
Montana Made products. 

 
If you are interested in being 

a vendor, please contact 
Janet Marsh at 406-596-1304

Thank you to Jim

Kennedy of 

Trailsend Ranch for

his support!

MARKET &
LIVE MUSIC

Main Street Park

Sheridan

JULY 6th - SEPTEMBER 14th

EVERY

THURSDAY

5:30PM to

7:30PM

SHERIDAN FARMERS

Saturday 
9 AM TO 12 PM

Monday through Friday 
8 AM to 5 PM

Schedule of Events
Friday, July 21st: 

4:00 pm: Cornhole Tournament & 
 Axe Throwing at the Blue Anchor Bar
5:00 pm: Pasture Golf 
Registration at the Madison County 
Fairgrounds Office 
Fee: $10 per player
6:00 pm:  Tee Time
Prizes and Cash Awards!

Saturday, July 22nd:

9 am: Farmers Market at City Park
 Walter "Lucky" Shular Horseshoe Tournament 
11 am - 2 pm: Concessions
11:30 am: Floats Line-Up 
2023 Theme: Cat vs Griz
12 Noon: Parade Begins - Duck Race to follow
1:00 pm: Cornhole Tournament at the 
Blue Anchor Bar
6 pm:  Alumni Dinner

 SPONSORED BY:  TBCA, Rotary, United Veterans of  TB, & The Greater Ruby Valley
 Chamber of Commerce & Ag



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

 1. Territory
2. Away from the wind
3. Partiality
4. River in Spain
5. Fine thread
6. Raptures
7. Fettered
8. Angelic headgear
9. Candidly
10. Hearing measurement 
device
11. Uncouth
12. A shoulder firearm	
13. Consumed
21. Ready for anything
25. Paddles
26. Day, month and year

27. Component used as 
fertilizer
28. Abrupt
29. Being at the right time
34. Jazzed up
36. Rear end
37. Banquet
38. Sleigh
40. Colored part of the 
eye	
42. Frequently
45. The absolute 
superlative
48. Pictures
51. Monastery head
52. Pee
53. Spoken for

55. Out of practice
58. Snare
59. Dull pain
60. Foot digits
61. Celtic language
62. D D D

1. Record company
6. Bounce back
10. Anagram of “Care”
14. Excuse
15. Fella
16. Murres
17. Approaches
18. Period of discounted prices
19. Wacky
20. Devastation
22. Small island
23. Distinctive flair
24. Ease up
26. Enclosed conduit
30. East southeast
31. Sweet potato
32. African sheep
33. Fair attraction
35. Absorbs written material
39. Wood eater
41. Nose hole
43. Consumer of food
44. Ego
46. Anagram of “Seen”
47. Fifty-two in Roman numerals
49. Ignited
50. Marsh plant
51. A behavioral syndrome
54. Affirm
56. Fiber source
57. Faded
63. Bicycle
64. Smile
65. Tally
66. 1 1 1 1
67. Roof overhang
68. Not those
69. Anagram of “Sent”
70. Didn’t dillydally
71. Affirmatives

D o w n

A c r o s s

GRIEF SUPPORT 
GROUP

WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
When: Saturday - 10 AM

        Monday - 6 PM

For Information Contact: 406-381-6677

       Where: 3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER
3648 MT HWY 287

   Sheridan, MT 59749

Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member, or friend.

Sheridan School District No. 5 
is accepting applications for two
 Paraprofessional/teachers’ aides 

positions for the 2023-24 school year 
(32 hrs/week, starting wage approx. 
$14.35/hr.) Sheridan School District
 operates on a four-day school week. 
Benefits for hourly positions include 

state retirement, vacation, and sick leave.
Information and applications are avail-

able on the district website at 
sheridan.k12.mt.us, 

or by contacting Becky Larsen 
(becky.larsen@sheridan.k12.mt.us) or 

Mike Wetherbee 
(mike.wetherbee@sheridan.k12.mt.us) 

or by calling 406-842-5302. 
All successful applicants must pass a 

federal fingerprint-based background 
check.



WORD PUZZLE

Ruby Valley Food 
Pantry

Open Saturdays 10-12 am 

206 S. Main Street, Sheridan 

Green building next to the Post Office 



DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF A & E  Lawn Care

(406) 683 6734 
Lawn maintenance, 

 Tree pruning/removal
Servicing the Dillon, Twin Bridges,

 Sheridan  area.

EVAN'S PAY ITEVAN'S PAY ITEVAN'S PAY IT
FORWARDFORWARDFORWARD

SILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTIONSILENT AUCTION
FUNDRAISER!FUNDRAISER!FUNDRAISER!

   LOCATED AT BLUE ANCHOR, TWIN BRIDGES
 

 JUNE 25, 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM
 

$12 DINNER - RIBS, PULLED PORK, AND SALAD

CHOICES
 

SILENT AUCTION
ENDS AT 

7:00

EVAN WAS DIAGNOSED WITH
 B-CELL ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC

LEUKEMIA 09/15/2021

100% DINNER PROCEEDS
AND 50% BAR PROCEEDS

WILL BE DONATED TO EVAN'S
FUNDRAISING EFFORT

Meet

Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!

  

Ruby Valley Campground 
& Convenience Store
 In Alder Is Now Open

8 AM - 7 PM - All Week

406-842-5677

• Propane Services
• Hot Coffee
• Basic Essentials
• Fishing Equipment
• Campsites Available







Quilt show, July 1, 
10 am to 4 pm. 

Virginia city 
community center, 

free admission, 
sponsored by 

Patchwork Pals 
Quilt Guild of the 

Ruby Valley

Schedule of Events
Friday, July 21st: 

4:00 pm: Cornhole Tournament & 
 Axe Throwing at the Blue Anchor Bar
5:00 pm: Pasture Golf 
Registration at the Madison County 
Fairgrounds Office 
Fee: $10 per player
6:00 pm:  Tee Time
Prizes and Cash Awards!

Saturday, July 22nd:

9 am: Farmers Market at City Park
 Walter "Lucky" Shular Horseshoe Tournament 
11 am - 2 pm: Concessions
11:30 am: Floats Line-Up 
2023 Theme: Cat vs Griz
12 Noon: Parade Begins - Duck Race to follow
1:00 pm: Cornhole Tournament at the 
Blue Anchor Bar
6 pm:  Alumni Dinner

 SPONSORED BY:  TBCA, Rotary, United Veterans of  TB, & The Greater Ruby Valley
 Chamber of Commerce & Ag


