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TOP QUALITY TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

CALL MARCUS BUYAN
596-7353

TOP SOIL FOR GARDENS, 
LANDSCAPING OR ETC. 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR OPEN CLASS SHOWS, VENDORS 
4H/FFA SHOWS, QUILT SHOW, BEER GARDENS

 & MUCH MORE!

MADISON COUNTY FAIR 
&  RODEO 

ROUGHSHOD
LOCAL

FARRIER
SERVICES

CALL OR TEXT
208-315-3844

Frank Colwell, Broker
118 S. Main Street 

Sheridan, MT 59754
406.596.1076



T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  M a d i s o n  c o u n t y  F a i r
The Fa ir  had i ts  beg inning 
as  a  harvest  barbecue—
just  a  b ig  p icn ic ,  where 
most  o f  the  people  o f  the 
county  jo ined to  v is i t  and 
have  a  good t ime.  That  was 
in  1887.  That  b ig  harvest 
barbecue was at tended by 
severa l  hundred people . 
They  brought  the i r  lunches 
in  baskets  and enjoyed a 
barbecue prepared by  a 
man whose  name was Lev i 
Larkens,  who was famed for  h is  barbecuing technique.  The 
harvest  barbecue cont inued for  two years .  Wi th  interest 
o f  a  fa l l - t ime community  gather ing ,  Dr .  D.  A .  Pease  o f 
Twin Br idges ,Pat  Carney  o f  Water loo  and T .  P .Gould  o f 
Twin Br idges  inst igated the  f i rs t  Southern Montana Fa ir 
assoc iat ion in  1889.  In  that  year , the  Lot t  brothers  donated 
60 acres  for  the  present  fa i rgrounds.  Severa l  years  la ter , 

bui ld ings  wi th  wooden wal ls  and f loors  wi th  canvas  roo fs  housed the  exhib i ts .  There  were 
bui ld ings  for  gra ins  and vegetables ,  minera ls  and mining ,cookery  and sewing and corra ls  for 
l i vestock.  The ear ly  fa i r  showcased such events  as  horse  races ,  hard rock dr i l l ing  contests  and 
basebal l  games.  On Sundays  the  Tra in  Stat ion would  prov ide  and excurs ion t ra in  wi th  9  coaches 
f rom Butte .  A  spec ia l  basebal l  game was he ld  wi th  Butte  p lay ing  Twin Br idges  wi th  a  pr ize 
win o f  $50.  Loca l  teams were  made up o f  prospectors  and townspeople .  A  loca l  barber  named 
Thatcher  was a  renowned p i tcher .
A  grandstand,bandstand and a  mi le  race  t rack were  constructed.  Horse  rac ing  was o f  pr ime 
interest  in  those  days .  Fred Counter  won cons is tent ly  wi th  “He l l  Gate , ”  who was ra ised at 
the  present  Bayers ’  ranch.  Madison county ’s  most  famous horse ,  “Spokane, ”  who won the 
Kentucky derby  in  the  1890s,  never  raced loca l ly ,however .  George  Sca les  o f ten won wi th 
“Ye l low Hammer: ”The Southern Montana Fa ir  assoc iat ion cont inued to  grow,  and in  1893 the 
assoc iat ion had as  i ts  o f f i cers :  A lex  Metze l ,  pres ident ;  John Se idenst icker ,  v ice  pres ident ;  John 
Wi lhart ,  t reasurer ,  and M.  H.  Mi l l er ,  secretary .  The fa i r  was conducted for  three  days  in  the 
la t ter  part  o f  September  wi th  many exhib i ts  be ing  entered.  The lad ies  entered large  quant i t i es 
o f  baked goods,  canned goods,  fancy  fabr ic  work,ar t  work and canned goods.  In  1901 some o f 
the  exhib i ts  inc luded a  249 lb  cabbage  and a  70 lb  pumpkin.  The cornet  band f rom Rochester 
prov ided the  musica l  enter ta inment .  Three  thousand people  at tended the  fa i r  in  1906.  In  the i r 

t ime Mr.  Metze l  and M.  H.  Lot t  exhib i ted  Shorthorn cat t le  as  winners 
wi th  John Se idenst icker  tak ing  honors  wi th  Sapphire  and Mer ino 
sheep.  Pat  Carney  was “potato  k ing . ”  Enter ta inment  over  the  years 
inc luded 4-H dress  fashion revue and amateur  comedy contests ,  s t reet 
danc ing ,  a  1  1/2 mi le  pony express  race ,  a  Wi ld  West  show,  in  1950 a 
new track opened and the  h ighl ight  was a  ramp- jump by the  Bozeman 
Hornets  Motorcyc le  c lub.  A lso  s tock car  rac ing  and on Sunday ’s  a 
theme parade that  is  s t i l l  go ing  s trong,  f i reworks  and a  carniva l  show 
and basebal l  games.  Loca l  basebal l  teams were  made up o f  prospectors 
and townspeople  wi th  an ear ly  renowned p i tcher  who was the  loca l 
barber  named Thatcher .  For  the  younger  set ,  a  wooden merry-go-
round was bui l t  by  Fred Summers  and powered by-a  horse  prov ided 

a  good t ime at  5  cents  a  r ide .  For  a  grandstand at t ract ion,ba l loon ascens ions were  the  rage  o f 
the  day .  Young boys  ho ld  down the ,  f laps  o f  the  ba l loon as  i t  was  be ing  f i l l ed  wi th  hot  gases 
f rom burning gaso l ine .  The ba l loon was then cut  f ree  and a f ter  i t  had 
at ta ined cons iderable  he ight ,  the  ba l loonis t  would  parachute  to  the 
ground.  The Fa ir  Bal l  drew large  crowds wi th  a  pr ice  o f  $3 per  couple  
to  a t tend the  ba l l  and supper .  To  s tay  overnight  there  were  two hote ls 
and a  Chinese  rooming house .  I f  they  were  fu l l  the  remainder  s lept  in 
tents  or  on the  ground.  Water  was furnished to  the  fa i rgrounds by  a 
wooden tank which was pumped fu l l  by  a  s team eng ine .  The Southern 
Montana Fa ir  assoc iat ion cont inued to  f lour ish unt i l  1915-16,  when 
M.  J .  Lot t  was secretary .  Wi th  the  advent  o f  Wor ld  War  I ,  the  fa i r  was 
forgot ten unt i l  a f ter  Wor ld  War  11,  when A.  C.  Bayers  he lped to  rev ive 
i t .  Over  the  years  the  name has changed f rom Southern Montana Fa ir 
to  Madison County  Agr icul tura l  Fa i r  and Madison Je f ferson County 
Fa ir .  Make memor ies  o f  your  own th is  year  wi th  the  Madison County 
Fa ir  f rom August  11-15th. 

 
CHECK OUT OUR NEW COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR AT BEACONBUSINESSCTR.COM

GRACE COMMUNITY FELLOWSHIP: Grace Community Fellowship is celebrating our church dedication with a service and fellowship on Sunday, 
August 22, 2021 at 2:00pm. The church is located at 14 Stagecoach NW Ln. Sheridan, MT 59749, which is in Laurin, 8 miles south of Sheridan. If you need 
further information call 406-842-5915. Please come celebrate this dedication with us, all are invited!!!

MADISON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS: RANCH HORSE COMPETITION:  Classes for all ages & skills of horse & rider; Youth; Prime Time Rider; 
Advanced Horse; Ranch Riding; Stallion Stakes and more!Full slate of classes offered each day!
Last Ranch Horse Competition of the circuit in 2021! Entry blank, Rule Book, Patterns on website www.montanarmba.org under “Events” “Ranch 
Horse Competitions” tab. 

THE ELLING HOUSE ARTS & HUMANITIES CENTER -   Please join us at the Elling House Arts and Humanities Center on August 4, at 7:00PM 
to hear Mary Jane Bradbury’s “And Yet They Persisted: Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the 19th Amendment and Equality in America”Mary 
Jane Bradbury is a talented historic interpreter and scholar who brings history to life for audiences of all ages. She is an artist in residence for the CM 
Russell Museum in Great Falls and the Montana Historical Society in Helena.

SUNNY MEADOWS BAKED GOODS: Home made baked goods every Friday from 10-6 on the corner of 287 and Middle Road. “ Towards Alder”

SHERIDAN BLOOD DRIVE: The date is August 3 from 12:00 to 5:45 at the Bethany Hall.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday:  Whiskey Wednesday (discount flights and tasters)  
- Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday:  Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or Call for details   - Every 
Monday thru Friday Happy Hour 5-6  - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

BALE OF HAY:  August 3rd- VC car cruise featuring Dave Walker 6:30-8:30 August 10th- VC car cruise featuring Dave Walker 6:30-8:30 August 
17th- VC car cruise featuring Dave Walker 6:30-8:30 August 24th- VC car cruise featuring Dave Walker 6:30-8:30 August 27th Dan Henry 6-9pm  - 
September 4th- Dan Henry 4-5 & 6-8pm

THE STAR RESTAURANT SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE: -August 6- Road Agents 5-8pm  - August 7- Katie Hall 5-8pm  - August 13- Reckless 
Abandon  - August 14 - Willy James 5-8pm August 20- Cole Decker 5-8pm  - August 21 - Kaylie Marie 5-8pm  - August 27 - Chandler Huntley 5-8pm  
- August 28 - Steve Rose & The Buffalo Nickle Band September 4- John Montoya 5-8pm September 5 - Road Agents 12-3pm

RUBY  VALLEY BREW: Cruise-In On Main every Thursday Night from 6-8 pm - Sheridan

PUBLIC LIBRARY  EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings at 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays at 2 PM. For more 
information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges Public Library will be closed for two weeks from June26th through July 10.  New 
flooring will be installed during theclosure.  If the work is finished sooner, the library will opensooner.  Plan to come by and view the 
new floor. If the work is finished sooner, the library will open sooner.  Plan to come by and view the new floor.. | VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson 
Hickman -  Story and Craft every Tuesday at the Meeting Hall on Idaho Street, VC at 10:30 a.m. 

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS & FARMERS MARKET: Twin Bridges-MT Farmers Market held at Main St. City Park, every Saturday 
(weather permitting) May thru September. 9-1.  Vendor’s are always welcome.  Midway Colony Hutterites. Fresh Baked Goods. Farm fresh eggs.  
Hand honed wood pieces, custom orders are welcome. Gardening plants, shrubs, herbs and bedding.  So much more.  596-1978 or 233-9616
Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We are located above the town’s Library.  Pantry is open every 
Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, 
dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you 
don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

MOUNTAINVIEW CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 515 N. Main St., Twin Bridges. 406-684-5217

RUBY  VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 at Valley Assembly Church - 114 N. Main - Sheridan

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Come and experience TRUE Worship in a non-denominational setting every Sunday at 10:30 am at 3648 MT-287. 
Family friendly. No religion, just relationship. (406) 570-7181

VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE #390: Happy Hour Every Friday and Monday from 5-10 p.m. Every Sunday at 10 AM through March 28th Brunch 
and Bingo. $9 Brunch. $5 Bingo for 3 cards. Public is welcome! Observing Social Distancing. 406-660-1559

ROCKY’S ROADHOUSE: Live Music. :Aug 6 - Dan Dubuque - Aug 13 - Willy James - Aug 20 - Reckless Abandon - Aug 27 - Katie Hall - Sept 10 & 
Oct 8 & Nov 5 & Dec 10 -Dan Henry 

CHICKS BAR: Poker Night is back! Friday’s & Saturdays from 7:30 p.m. to close. Up to $200 buy in. 

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s
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SHERIDAN FIRE STATION 
SHERIDAN, MT. 

Our new facility will encompass 7,800 sq. ft.
For more information please call (406) 596-4100 or (406) 925-1724

Sheridan Fire Department
Rural District #4

The Board of Directors for the Sheridan Firefighter Association 
Ted Woirhaye, Chairman

Dan Kenworthy, Vice Chairman
Ginger Galiger, Secretary/Treasurer, Member 

Dawn Marie Buttrey, Member
James (Jim) Fordyce, Member

Mike Dietrich, Member
Rob Tipton, Member

Dwayne Knutzen, CPA Advisory Member

Sheridan FireFighterS aSSociation

  TThhaannkk  YYoouu  ffoorr  SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  OOuurr  CCaappiittaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  ttoo  
BBuuiilldd  aa  NNeeww  FFiirree  SSttaattiioonn  ffoorr  oouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy..

467-2535

800-796-4567

3rivers.net

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care CenterMountains Care Center

Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Water Well Drilling, Pump 
Sales 

Installation, Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214

DRA
FT

GOOD WAYS TO GIVE

The Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation 
designates donor dollars to support the following 
activities, programs, and items that are beneficial 
for the needs of each individual resident. Please re-
fer to the enclosed pledge card for a list of additional
Planned Giving Suggestions.

Perhaps you would be interested in donating funds 
to support our Aviaries, Equpment, or the Memorial 
fund. 

Aviary Support & Maintenance

Meet Our Fine Feathered Friends

Donor dollars are used to maintain aviaries at
both facilities.  By presenting birds in a natural 
environment, we make it possible for many of our 
residents, especially those with limited mobility is-
sues, to maintain the human-animal connection
with nature.  Our aviaries also provide entertain-
ment for our visitors as they observe our selection 
of birds in their natural habitat, a true connection 
with Mother Nature.  Research shows contact with 
animals is beneficial to us throughout our lives. 
Aviaries in both facilities provide a large enclosure 
for small birds to live and nest amongst attractive 
shrubbery.

Aviaries are nature’s work
of art with a heartbeat.

“Investing in the Lives of our 
Aging Community Members” 

The Madison Valley Manor
Ennis, Montana

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center
Sheridan, Montana

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and 
tolerant of the weak and strong, because someday in your life you 
will have been all of these.” – George Washington Carver

406-925-1724
mcnhomesfoundation@gmail.com

P.O. Box 481
Ennis, MT 59729

Thank You for Helping 
Us Grow

and
 Continue to Bloom!

OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR DONORS
The Board of Directors for the Madison County Nurs-
ing Homes Foundation’s commitment to our donors 
is to provide total transparency for any and all dona-
tions received.  In April 2021 the Board engaged INA 
Accounting, PLLC in Ennis, MT to assist with all fi-
nancial reporting.

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY
Thanks to generous donations throughout the years, 
the Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation has 
beem able to provide electric beds and bariatric beds, 
dining room chairs, outdoor furniture, 75 in. flat 
screen smart televisions, commercial softserve ice 
cream machines for everyone to enjoy.  We also pro-
vided funding to install a Wanderguard door system at 
the Madison Valley Manor.  In November of 2020 we 
also donated $2500 to each facility for their holiday 
party for residents and employees.

Equipment Fund

• ARJO Maxi Move Hoyer/Patient Lifts: $8,500 each

• Nightside Tables: $250 each

• Over-the-Bed Tables: $100 each

• Warming Blankets: $40 each

Memorial Fund

Donations given in memory of a loved one are
designated to the Madison County Nursing Homes 
Foundation General Operating Fund.



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event , please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s

d o w n

1. Pond gunk
5. Elderly
9. Penniless
14. Sea eagle
15. 53 in Roman numerals
16. Keen
17. Horse race fans
19. Feudal lord
20. African virus
21. Refuses
23. Hospital attendants
25. Wrecking bar
28. Alien Life Form
29. Calypso offshoot
32. Assaulter
33. Zero
34. Banner
35. So be it
36. A long-legged S. American bird
38. Exude
39. Pizazz
40. Tall hill
41. Plunger
43. Aye
44. Prohibit
45. Gunfire
46. Type of pasta
48. Paving material
50. African antelope
54. Threshold
55. Heir
57. Cooktop
58. Swerve
59. Area
60. Roil
61. Tropical American wildcat
62. Type of sword

3 RV hookup spots 
available plus bonus 
guest room in Twin 

Bridges. 

Call Sherry Meyers 
at 406-684-5446 for 

more details.

HELP WANTED
New Kids on the Block Daycare in Sheridan, MT is hiring 

a provider. Flexible work schedule between hours of 7:30 
– 5:30, Monday -Friday. Must be 18 years old and enthu-
siastic about working with children. Wage DOE. Contact 

Aleesha (406) 890.8860 or email resume to 
newkidsontheblock12@hotmail.com

1. Arid
2. Fourth sign of the 
zodiac
3. Pearly-shelled mussel
4. Becoming more 
easygoing
5. Former boxing champ
6. Beam
7. Duck down
8. Foreswear
9. Faith
10. Showers
11. Curved molding
12. Small casks
13. Before, poetically 
18. Cheap shots

22. Jonathan Swift’s land
24. Data storehouse
25. Demented
26. Bog hemp
27. Unlocks
29. Indolence
30. A toy wind 
instrument
31. Deputy
33. Indian bread
34. Petrify
37. Serving to express 
possession 
42. ___ alia
44. Sponsor
45. Burrowing rodent

46. A skin disease
47. Hyrax
48. Fiber source
49. Water chestnut
51. At the peak of
52. Not a single one
53. To endure (archaic)
54. Brassiere
56. Historic period

 HELP WANTED
Healing Waters Lodge is a fly fishing lodge located in beautiful Twin 

Bridges, MT. We are looking for fun and energetic staff to join our 
amazing team for the remainder of the 2021 fly fishing season! 

We currently have openings for housekeepers, servers and dishwash-
ers. We offer competitive wages plus tips and a variety of full/part time 

schedule options.
Working at an Orvis endorsed fly fishing lodge will help you gain the ex-

perience and skills you need in the “hospitality-tourism industry” that you 
can take almost anywhere and find a job. And while you’re working here, 

you’ll also meet guests from around the USA and the world. 
We pride ourselves on providing excellent service, taking great care of our 

guests, and showing them how incredible Montana is. If this sounds like 
something you would like to be a part of, please call Laura at 406-459-5582 

to set up an interview!

The Twin Bridges Public Library has a Board of 
Trustees (volunteer) vacancy.  If you are 

interested in guiding our library into the future, 
please send/drop off a short letter of 

introduction/interest to PO Box 246, Twin 
Bridges, MT 59754 by August 16, 2020.  

Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the 
month.

 

If you have any questions, please let me know.

 

Thank you,

The Ruby Valley Amish Community is in need of part and

 full time drivers.Pay per mile.

Call for more information - 876-0309



HARSHBARGER 
LAW FIRM

Highest Quality Representation 
With A Hometown Feeling

Practical Wisdom...Trusted advice...
For All Of Southwest Montana.

Lori Dwyer Harshbarger - Russel Michaels
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com

(406) 287-7933  -  (406) 683-6151

8/4/2021 Calendar - SHERIDAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

https://sheridan.k12.mt.us/calendar.html 2/3

SHERIDAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PO Box 586

Sheridan, MT 59749

https://sheridan.k12.mt.us

 August 2021  

  Today

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Volleyball @ Twin B Football vs. Choteau

Middle School Volle

Volleyball vs. Harris Middle School Footb

Football @ Twin Brid

Volleyball @ Shields

Middle School Footb

Volleyball vs. Gardin

Football vs. Lone Pe

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
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5 6 7 8 9 10 11

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

SHERIDAN DAYS Fall S+orts Meeting � HS Gym CLOSED

HS Gym CLOSED

Board Meeting

MADISON COUNTY FAIR

Practice starts - High 

HS Gym CLOSED

MADISON COUNTY FA

Middle School S+orts

PIR

PIR PIR

1st Day of School Volleyball @ Lone Pea

FALL PICTURE DAY & Volleyball @ Ennis 5�V Labor Day Break

Labor Day Break HAVE SCHOOL Middle School Volleyb



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
HELP OUT YOUR 

COMMUNITY

CUT - SPLIT - STACK
FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD BANK OF THE
RUBY VALLEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT DON SNYDER

842-5978

Thank you to the family and friends of 
Larry Martin for your generous donation to the 

Madison County Fairgrounds 
Improvement Foundation, Inc. 

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CHICK’S BAR

Nights

Friday’s - 7:30 p.m. to Close 
Saturday’s from 7:30 p.m. to Close

Chick’s Bar - Alder, MT
For More information call 406-842-5366

  

Up to $200 Buy In!

Poker night is back!


