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203 S. Main - Sheridan, MT 
406-842-7488

20 % off 
All Home Decor

  NEW HOURS: 
We will be closed Sunday and Monday - Open Tues-Sat -11am-8pm 

Call 406-684-5050 for Daily Specials

Pizza..Burritos..Beer..Sandwiches..Burgers..Salad Bar..16 Flavors of Ice Cream

THE RUBY VALLEY NUGGET CAN BE ALSO FOUND ONLINE AT www.beaconbusinessctr.com

TUKE LANE STORAGE UNITS

NEW AND SECURE STORAGE UNITS AND 
LONG TERM PARKING ON TUKE LANE

 SHERIDAN, MT

$65 A MONTH FOR UNITS
ASK FOR PARKING PRICING

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL

DON WELBORN   H: 406-842-5713
C: 406-596-5161

PAT WELBORN C: 406-596-0354

DON WELBORN
406-842-5713 OR

 406-596-5161

PAT WELBORN
406-596-0354

Ruby Valley Campground 
& Convenience Store
 In Alder Is Now Open

8 AM - 7 PM - All Week

406-842-5677

• Propane Services
• Hot Coffee
• Basic Essentials
• Fishing Equipment
• Campsites Available

Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving
 Montana 

Real Estate Needs
406.596.1076

CUSTOM HOME BUILDERS

We currently have openings for new build 
clients. Give us a call to discuss how we 
can make your dream project a reality!

406-223-5053

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone

Ruby Valley FFA Alumni & 
Supporters

Live & Silent 
Auction!

Auction Proceeds Are Used to 
Promote Agriculture, Education     

& Scholarships 

Sunday, November 19th, 2023 
Free Lunch  At 12 pm

Auction At 1 pm

Everyone Welcome!

At The Sheridan Elementary School



SHERIDAN CHRISTMAS STROLL-. Dec 1st - 5-9 - See Ad. 

TWIN BRIDGES CHRISTMAS STROLL -  DECEMBER 7TH AT 5 PM - Chili Feast - Pictures with Santa - Horse 
Drawn Hay Rides - Kids Games and Crafts

VC CHRISTMAS STROLL - Dec 9 - 12-6 - See Ad

ELLING HOUSE -  *The Splendid Feast Dinner is on December 15th and 16th. For additional detail check out 
ellinghouse.org or the EHAHC Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ellinghouse. 
404 E. Idaho Street PO Box 104 Virginia City, MT 59755 406.843.5507 info@ellinghouse.org

WILDFLOWER MUSIC ACADEMY - Mondays-10 am (Toddler Class up to age 5) Wednesdays - 5:45 to 6:45 
Children’s Chorus (Age 8+) Thursdays - 5:45 to 6:30 - Youth Group Ukulele (Age 5+) Private Piano Lessons 
Available As Schedule Permits - Call or Text Jaeleen
 Munns - 406-465-5934 Country Roots - 117 N Main St Unit A - Sheridan, MT 

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Wednesday: 9-2, Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 
10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey 
Wednesday (Discount flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red 
(Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 
5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges Book Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the month at the Blue Anchor.
Dinner at 6:00 with meeting at 7:00. Please email dmmontana@3rivers.net for information 
Accepting applications for a part time library clerk. Position will be 15 hours per week, with Wednesday being a full 
day and flexibility for other days. Wage depends on experience. Please inquire at Twin Bridges Public Library.

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in 
Montana.  We have moved to 208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day 
or time.  
FOOD DRIVE - SEE AD - 596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, 
MT -between gas station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as 
you are and be blessed. Every Sunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly
Deadline or submissions to the Ruby Valley Nugget has changed to 1ST & 3RD Mondays!

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

Wannush    
Her name was Wannush, but she was better known 
as Indian Mattie White Bear in Virgina City and 
surrounding areas.  
 In 1871 when she was about 20 and would have 
been seen as a muscular Bannock belle. She stood 
at 5 feet 5 inches tall and would have been dolled 
up  in Indian fashion: hair nicely braided, wrapped 
in a gorgeous red blanket striped with green and 
yellow stripes, legs encased in red leggings and her 
feet would have been in beautiful beaded 
moccasins she made herself. 
The Bannocks were the remnants of a once 

powerful Shoshonean tribes as was Sacajawea of the Lewis and Clark expedition. This tribe at 
one time claimed the territory now embraced in the counties of Beaverhead, Madison and 
Gallatin and also parts of what is now Idaho to the south of Madison County.
Every summer in those days, there was one family that came and camped out near the old 
slaughterhouse grounds. Then, other families came, and at one time there were seven families 
that came on horseback, bringing their tepees and any other needs on pack horses. Mattie lived 
mainly in a camp near what was known as the Slaughterhouse, in the Willows along Daylight 
Creek on the branch that flowed from Gumpatch Hollow as the camp existed in the late 1870’s. 
She would have lived there with a few others of her tribe every early spring to late fall. The 
water was good, wood was plentiful and food was ample because of the near by 
Slaughterhouse. 
Mattie had a husband she referred to as “my man” Named Chief White Bear. She was an 
extremely hard worker and was known to pick gooseberries, apples and other local fruits grown 
in the area, selling them around town. She also rode or walked all over the Gulch to trade for 
chores and did the laundry for not only the miners but for the more prominent family’s of 
Virginia City. Sometimes her wage was usually part of a compensation; she would show up in 
time for breakfast, staying on doing other chores until dinner. 
In 1902, a Virginia City resident named Mary Isabella Foreman passed away at the age of 38. A 
touching scene was enacted at her funeral when Mattie, who for years had done housework for 
Mrs Foreman, asked for permission to see her.  When her request was granted, Mattie stood by 
the casket with bowed head, sobbing, “Good woman! Good woman!” while the tears streamed 
down her cheeks. In 1907, the Lemhi/ Shoshone were again moved to Fort Hall when the Treaty 
of 1868 failed to be ratified. Mattie and her family was moved over to Fort Hall later on in her 
life.Mattie kept the original people’s memory alive after they were placed in Salmon, Idaho by 
re-telling their history to the next generation of young indians and whomever was around to 
listen.
In my research I found that the early residents of Virginia City would tell their children to behave 
or Mattie would get them. I also found stories where she was very kind to the local children and 
was fondly remembered by many for her kindness. 
As she grew older, Mattie made gloves and moccasins that became quite popular with the 
miners. The last summer of her life in 1932 she was accompanied by a woman and a young 
man who assisted Mattie, who was almost totally blind and feeble from old age, and found it 
difficult to get around and remained in camp most of the time until the party’s departure. In 
1933 a Mr. F. A. Gross, superintendent of the Fort Hall Agency at Fort Hall, Idaho, arrived in 
Virginia City and told the residents of the death of Wannush, the aged Indian woman who made 
her home here for many years. 
In the late 1940s Chief White Bear came to town, said he was Indian Mattie’s husband, and 
wanted to be taken up to the area where Mattie had camped so he could take part in helping at 
the slaughterhouse. The Sheriff named Brook had a hard time convincing him that the 
slaughterhouse had been torn down. Finally, they took him up to the empty spot where the 
slaughterhouse used to sit to show it was no longer there nor was it in operation. Chief White 
Bear ended up going back to the reservation to live out the rest of his life after finding out there 
was no work for him there.

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon The information came primarily from written interviews with pioneers and their descendants, and from articles in Montana  newspapers.

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

H & M Handyman
Luis: 406-581-3148/hmhandyman@worksmt.com

Luis Hernandez 
PO Box 129

Twin Bridges, MT 59754

TB Auto Parts
104 N. Main ST
PO Box 434
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone: 406-684-5739
Fax: 406-684-5377
tb_auto@yahoo.com

Monday - Friday
8 am to 5 pm
Saturday

9 am to 12 pm
CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTIAL

DWELLINGS, NEW BUILDS, REMODELS, CHINKING,
STAINING & PAINTING

HYNDMANCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

CHRIS HYNDMAN
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

BUYING GUNS
LOOKING FOR ALL TYPES OF FIREARMS. 

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FAIR AND COMPETITIVE OFFER.

CALL: 406-596-3475



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L EL a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s
1. Adjust again
6. Alliance
10. 5280 feet
14. Disconcert
15. Luxury car
16. Holly
17. Aplomb
18. Ends a prayer
19. Queue
20. Act of showing affection
22. Boys
23. Foot digit
24. Long stories
26. Soak up
30. Aphorism
32. Courageous
33. Spirit of an era
37. Prefer
38. Flying animals
39. Threesome
40. Coming forth
42. Sows
43. Decorative
44. Stallions
45. Untrue
47. Petroleum
48. Alone
49. Zealotry
56. Front part of a vessel
57. Colored part of the eye
58. Desert plants
59. Dull pain
60. French for “Head”
61. Notions
62. Anagram of “Dear”
63. Back talk
64. Quizzes

1. Sexual assault
2. Anagram of “Bone”
3. Expressed
4. Being
5. Art of producing plays
6. Fault
7. Citrus fruit
8. Portent
9. Frames of reference
10. 10 to the centimeter
11. Of a pelvic bone
12. Loans
13. Former spouses 
(slang) 
21. Burgle
25. Hog
26. Possessing necessary 
skills

27. The top edge of a 
container
28. Rice wine
29. Spilt over
30. Compassion
31. Assistant
33. Metal used in brass
34. Angers
35. Adjacent
36. Throw
38. Advantages 
41. Petrol
42. Petition
44. Strike
45. Compel
46. Hawaiian greeting
47. Desert watering holes

48. Box
50. District
51. Pesky insects
52. An abandoned calf or 
lamb
53. Frosts, as a cake
54. Statistic (abbrev.)
55. Overloo

D o w n

TWIN BRIDGES PUBLIC LIBRARY 
IS NOW HIRING!!

Accepting applications for a part time library clerk.

Position will be 15 hours per week, 
with Wednesday being a full day 

& flexibility for other days. 
Wage depends on experience. 

Please inquire at Twin Bridges Public Library.

Office Space for Rent 
 110± sf room within a larger build-

ing in Twin Bridges. 
Main Street location. 

Shared restroom, Heat/AC. 
$200.00 per month. 

Call 406-596-2661 or email:
 sami@novichpm.com.

HUGE SELECTION OF PUZZLES!
New Shipment at B E A C O N  B U S I N E S S  c E N T E R

2 0 3  s . m A I N  -  s H E R I D A N ,  m t  

Local Artist Stephano Sutherlin 
Wood Art Puzzles,

Park Puzzles, Contour Puzzles 
& So Much More!

JOIN THE BOOK CLUB!
Twin Bridges Book Club meets every 3rd Thursday of the month at the Blue Anchor.

Dinner at 6:00 with meeting at 7:00. Please email dmmontana@3rivers.net for information

The holidays are 
challenging when you’re 

grieving a loss. 

provides encouragement, support, and valuable 
tools to navigate the season. 

Join us for this 2-hour seminar

griefshare.org/holidays

Location Date & time Contact info

Valley Assembly

114 N. Main Street

Sheridan, MT 59749  

December 2nd, 2023  
1:00 - 3:00

Pastor Allen Cain

406-381-6677

3riversworship@gmail.com

6 year old Suffolk Ram for sale. He’s been 
a good producer for daughter’s breeding 

project, but her project is complete and he 
needs a new home!

If interested call 503-593-5037



WHAT IS SHERIDAN SCHOOL’S ADULT ED?

Adult ed is a, free or cost of supplies, continuing education class/workshop offered to
community members, 16 years of age and non-school members, and up. There are
ongoing classes along with monthly workshops that you can sign up for.

Where can I find class information?

1. Bulletin boards throughout town
2. Ruby Valley Nugget

3. Facebook Group: Sheridan Schools Adult Education
4. School Website, Departments, Adult Ed

Current Ongoing Schedule

Class/Instructor Day, Time & Location

Volleyball Sundays, 6pm-8pm, Elementary Gym

Yoga (Renata) Wednesdays, 6pm-7pm, HS Gym

H.I.I.T. Exercise
Class (Lindsay)

*Sundays, 11:30, Memorial Park tennis courts
Fridays, 6am-7am, HS Gym

Basketball Coming soon!

Pickleball Winter!
*expect changes with the weather

Upcoming UkuleleWorkshop

by JaeleenMunns

When: Tuesdays (10/10, 10/17, 10/24, 11/7) at 7pm-8pm
Where: Elementary lunchroom

Cost: $10 for music sheet folder, optional ukulele rental for $15 or purchase for $50
Sign-up: sheridanadulted@gmail.com Limited spots available!

Make checks payable to Sheridan School

Interested in leading a class/workshop?
Contact: Lindsay Bodda at sheridanadulted@gmail.com

DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT

CELL: 406-217-2131
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WORD PUZZLE

FIREWOOD BANK 
OF THE RUBY VALLEY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

 a job for every 
volunteer,  

at any skill leveL

    cUT - sPLIT -  sTACK

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT

406-842-7392
A  L O C A L  C H A R I T Y

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Meet
Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!

  

Carpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates 117 North Main  Unit D

Sheridan, MT
www.aldercreekco�eeco.com

Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 
Installation, 

Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM






