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H e n r y  e l l i n g
Henry El l ing worked hard to create his  l i fe  story from “rags to r iches” .  
At  one t ime,  this  immigrant was not  only a store c lerk,  but later  a store 
owner,  president of  s ix  banks around the state and so much more. 
Mr.  El l ing was born in Prussia,  Germany on December 9th,  1842.  His 
parents passed away when he was only 15 leaving him in charge of  a 
younger brother.  With courage and a head ful l  o f  dreams he gathered up 
his  l i t t le  brother to  f ind their  o lder  brother in the land of  opportunity .  
The two boys made an except ional ly  long tr ip f inding their  brother in 
Missouri  where they sett led,  learned engl ish and worked on a farm. A 
young Henry El l is  found work soon after  in a smal l  town mercant i le . 
This  would be the foundat ion and educat ion for  a successful  future.  In 
1861 he moved to Leavenworth,  Kansas for  a short  t ime looking to start 
a  business,  but ta les of  a  gold rush caught his  attent ion and he moved 
on to Denver,  Colorado in 1862. 

He found a job as a store c lerk in a c lothing business and 
earned enough to purchase a stock of  goods and decided to 
move on to Virg inia City  in the Montana Terr i tory.  There 
he opened a store in 1864.  After  only a year he moved on 
to Helena where he started a new clothing store and found 
himsel f  deal ing mainly with gold dust .  At  f i rst ,  he was 
extraordinari ly  successful ,  but pr ices dropped,  and his 
business ended in fa i lure,  so he moved back to Missouri  to 
start  over .  In 1869 he returned to Virg inia City  and opened 
another Mercant i le  business on Wal lace Street  where he 
would meet  Mary B.  Cooley,  an Ennis schoolteacher.  They 
would marry on July 20,  1870,  buy a lot  for  $65 in Virg inia 
City  and bui ld a beaut i ful  home out of  stones from the local 
quarry that  st i l l  s tands today.  In this  home they would also grow their  family  to  10 chi ldren. 
By 1873 Mr.  El l ing establ ished the Banking House of  Henry El l ing,  a  pr ivate bank.  His business 
was based on his  personal  exper ience with his  customers and his  extensive knowledge of  deal ing 
with gold dust .  He then started to organize banks in several  other communit ies such as the 
Carbon County Bank in Red Lodge,  the State Nat ional  Bank of  Mi les City ,  the Bank of  Fergus 
County and the Union Bank and Trust  Company of  Helena.  In 1899 Mr.  El l ing renamed his  bank 
in Virg inia City  to  the El l ing State Bank which cont inued to operate long af ter  he passed away 
under the management of  Mr.  Buford,  his  wi fe  Mary El l ing and son Karl  El l ing. 
By 1875 in addit ion to his  banking business,  he st i l l  owned and operated his  mercant i le 
business,  started a catt le  ranch,  went into the f lour mi l l  business (one of  which was the Si lver 
Springs Flour Mi l l ) ,  a  quartz  mi l l ,  a  gold mining c la im, and started a hardware business.  He 
had registered over  80 pages in Madison County making him the largest  landowner in the area. 
Included were ranch and farmlands,  mining c la ims,  c i ty  lots  and bui ld ings.
In late  1900 Henry El l ing fe l l  i l l  and four days later  he died of  pneumonia on November 14.  
Af ter  his  death,  Mary would expand their  home to include a bal lroom for  socia l  events.  She 
would also provide most  o f  the funds for  a 1902-1903 construct ion of  St .  Paul ’s  Episcopal 
Church in Virg inia City .  Af ter  Mary ’s  death in 1924,  the house was used as a boarding house 
for  several  years before going vacant.   In the ear ly  1960’s  the 
property was acquired by Charl ie  Bovey who used the house for 
the storage of  some of  his  “ treasures” .   Toni  James acquired 
the property in 1996 and restored the home.   In November of 
2008,  the El l ing House Arts  & Humanit ies Center  was formed 

as a non-prof i t  ent i ty 
and negot iated a lease 
with Ms.  James for  the 
use of  the El l ing House.  
The Center  now seeks to 
cont inue the tradit ion 
of  using this  histor ic 
property as a venue 
for  showcasing art ists ,  music ians,  and authors,  and 
has become a cultural  center  for  the area.  For more 
information v is i t  their  website  at  www.el l inghouse.org 
or  facebook at  @el l inghouse. 

 

CHECK OUT OUR NEW COMMUNITY EVENTS CALENDAR AT BEACONBUSINESSCTR.COM
See all Ruby Valley events in one convenient location. Contact us if you would like to add an event.

COTTONTAIL OBSERVATORY: The cottontail Observatory will be open to the public on June 12 for a Star Party starting at 
10:45PM.  This is a weather permitting event (you must be able to see the stars).  Dress warmly. For more information call 
(406) 842-7722

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday:  Whiskey Wednesday (discount 
flights and tasters)  - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday:  Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come 
in or Call for details   - Every Monday thru Friday Happy Hour 5-6  - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

BALE OF HAY: June 8th - VC car cruise featuring Dave Walker from 6:30 to 8:30 - June 11-12th - Irish Days  - June 15th - VC Car 
Cruise  featuring Dave Walker from 6:30 to 8:30  - June 18th - Tim Rooney from 6-9 pm  -June 19th - Steve Rose Country from 7-9 pm  
- June 22nd - VC Car Cruise featuring Dave Walker from 6:30-8:30 p.m  - June 26th - The Roadagents from 5-8 pm - June 29th VC Car 
Cruise featuring Dave Walker from 6:30 - 8:30 pm

THE STAR RESTAURANT SUMMER MUSIC SCHEDULE:  From 5-8 - Dan Henry  - June 11th - SNAP DUO - Amanda Stewart & 
Joe Knappt - June 12th Reckless Abandon  - June 18th - Katie Hall  - June 19th - Steve Rose & The Buffalo Nickle Band - June 25th - Al 
Thompson  - June 26th - Kaylie Marie

RUBY  VALLEY BREW: Cruise-In On Main every Thursday Night from 6-8 pm - Sheridan

PUBLIC LIBRARY  EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings at 9 AM. Knitting Group 
- Thursdays at 2 PM. For more information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES - The Library is remodeled 
and open! | VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson Hickman -  Story and Craft every Tuesday at the Meeting Hall on 
Idaho Street, VC at 10:30 a.m. 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS: Twin Bridges - Second Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. Call 406-684-5243 for 
meeting access information. | Sheridan - Second Monday of each month at 6 p.m. 842-5431.

AMERICAN LEGION: Sheridan Post 89 - Second Wednesday of every month at 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. a VA Service 
Officer will be on hand to assist veterans with VA issues. 

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS & FARMERS MARKET: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hands Food Pantry. Located 
above the Library. Open every Wednesday 11am-2pm. Call for appointment at 406-596-1978 or 406-233-9616. 
We are a Non-Profit Organization. Food Donations are always welcome! Thank you for your Support.”. Twin 
Bridges Farmers Market has started with a BANG, wonderful Vendors and Shoppers. Every Saturday 9am-1pm. 
Main St. City Park. Vendors are always welcome to set up. Midway Colony will be here starting Saturday June 
12th for the Season. Call for info at 406-596-1978 or 406-233-9616. twinbridgesfarmersmarket@gmail.com

MOUNTAINVIEW CHAPEL HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP: Every Wednesday at 7 PM. 515 N. Main St., Twin Bridges. 406-
684-5217

RUBY  VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 at Valley Assembly Church - 
114 N. Main - Sheridan

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Come and experience TRUE Worship in a non-denominational setting every 
Sunday at 10:30 am at 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. No religion, just relationship. (406) 570-7181

VIRGINIA CITY ELKS LODGE #390: Happy Hour Every Friday and Monday from 5-10 p.m. Every Sunday at 10 AM 
through March 28th Brunch and Bingo. $9 Brunch. $5 Bingo for 3 cards. Public is welcome! Observing Social 
Distancing. 406-660-1559

ROCKY’S ROADHOUSE: Live Music.:   June 11th - Katie Hall - 7:00 PM  10:00 PM  June 18 - Jackson Holte & The 
Highway Patrol - 7:00 PM  10:00 PM June 25th - Dalton Lemberg - 7:00 PM  10:00 PM

CHICKS BAR: Poker Night is back! Friday’s & Saturdays from 7:30 p.m. to close. Up to $200 buy in. 

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s
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GOOD WAYS TO GIVE

The Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation 
designates donor dollars to support the following 
activities, programs, and items that are beneficial 
for the needs of each individual resident. Please re-
fer to the enclosed pledge card for a list of additional
Planned Giving Suggestions.

Perhaps you would be interested in donating funds 
to support our Aviaries, Equpment, or the Memorial 
fund. 

Aviary Support & Maintenance

Meet Our Fine Feathered Friends

Donor dollars are used to maintain aviaries at
both facilities.  By presenting birds in a natural 
environment, we make it possible for many of our 
residents, especially those with limited mobility is-
sues, to maintain the human-animal connection
with nature.  Our aviaries also provide entertain-
ment for our visitors as they observe our selection 
of birds in their natural habitat, a true connection 
with Mother Nature.  Research shows contact with 
animals is beneficial to us throughout our lives. 
Aviaries in both facilities provide a large enclosure 
for small birds to live and nest amongst attractive 
shrubbery.

Aviaries are nature’s work
of art with a heartbeat.

“Investing in the Lives of our 
Aging Community Members” 

The Madison Valley Manor
Ennis, Montana

Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center
Sheridan, Montana

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender with the young, 
compassionate with the aged, sympathetic with the striving and 
tolerant of the weak and strong, because someday in your life you 
will have been all of these.” – George Washington Carver

406-925-1724
mcnhomesfoundation@gmail.com

P.O. Box 481
Ennis, MT 59729

Thank You for Helping 
Us Grow

and
 Continue to Bloom!

OUR COMMITMENT TO OUR DONORS
The Board of Directors for the Madison County Nurs-
ing Homes Foundation’s commitment to our donors 
is to provide total transparency for any and all dona-
tions received.  In April 2021 the Board engaged INA 
Accounting, PLLC in Ennis, MT to assist with all fi-
nancial reporting.

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY
Thanks to generous donations throughout the years, 
the Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation has 
beem able to provide electric beds and bariatric beds, 
dining room chairs, outdoor furniture, 75 in. flat 
screen smart televisions, commercial softserve ice 
cream machines for everyone to enjoy.  We also pro-
vided funding to install a Wanderguard door system at 
the Madison Valley Manor.  In November of 2020 we 
also donated $2500 to each facility for their holiday 
party for residents and employees.

Equipment Fund

• ARJO Maxi Move Hoyer/Patient Lifts: $8,500 each

• Nightside Tables: $250 each

• Over-the-Bed Tables: $100 each

• Warming Blankets: $40 each

Memorial Fund

Donations given in memory of a loved one are
designated to the Madison County Nursing Homes 
Foundation General Operating Fund.
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SHERIDAN FIRE STATION 
SHERIDAN, MT. 

Our new facility will encompass 7,800 sq. ft.
For more information please call (406) 596-4100 or (406) 925-1724

Sheridan Fire Department
Rural District #4

The Board of Directors for the Sheridan Firefighter Association 
Ted Woirhaye, Chairman

Dan Kenworthy, Vice Chairman
Ginger Galiger, Secretary/Treasurer, Member 

Dawn Marie Buttrey, Member
James (Jim) Fordyce, Member

Mike Dietrich, Member
Rob Tipton, Member

Dwayne Knutzen, CPA Advisory Member

Sheridan FireFighterS aSSociation

  TThhaannkk  YYoouu  ffoorr  SSuuppppoorrttiinngg  OOuurr  CCaappiittaall  CCaammppaaiiggnn  ttoo  
BBuuiilldd  aa  NNeeww  FFiirree  SSttaattiioonn  ffoorr  oouurr  CCoommmmuunniittyy..

Bread Zepplin will no longer be 
serving Breakfast or 

Sandwiches. 

We will serve our 
delicious Pizzas, Salads, Brownies & 
Cookies from 2-8 PM ~ Tues.-Sat. 

Thank you, community, for your 
overwhelming support! 

We love each and every one of you.

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care CenterMountains Care Center

Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event , please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E
L a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

A c r o s s

d o w n

1. Sediments
6. Noise
11. Fit out again
12. Paint the town red
15. Palace
16. Interior decorator
17. Frequently, in poetry
18. A gas of nitrogen and hydrogen
20. Henpeck
21. Ear-related
23. Auspices
24. Tropical tuber
25. List of options
26. Pear variety
27. An enclosure
28. Pleads
29. A wise bird
30. Cut into cubes
31. Negligee
34. Change gears
36. One of the tribes of Israel
37. Bright thought
41. “____, and it’s gone”
42. Contributes
43. Camp beds
44. Maize
45. Remnant
46. Smack
47. Make a low continuous sound
48. Right
51. Eon
52. Sequesters
54. Used for coats and dresses
56. Roman household gods
57. Less friendly
58. Excrete
59. French for “Our”

CHICK’S
ALDER, MT.

GEARING UP FOR THE SUMMER

MULTIPLE POSITIONS AVAILABLE

COULD POTENTIALLY BUILD INTO 
A FULL TIME YEAR ROUND JOB!

CONTACT ANY DEPT. FOR
INTEREST IN ANY POSITION

406-842-7366 RESTAURANT
406-842-5366 BAR & MOTEL

3 RV hookup spots 
available plus bonus 
guest room in Twin 

Bridges. 

Call Sherry Meyers 
at 406-684-5446 for 

more details.

1. Conscript
2. Reposing
3. Eastern newt
4. Arizona river
5. Flower stalk
6. Picturesque
7. Fertile area in a desert
8. Murres
9. Holiday drink
10. Packing material
13. Charred
14. Therefore 15. A 
valley (British)
16. Snow sled mushers
19. Cat sounds
22. Protect from impact

24. Maneuvers
26. Match
27. Spy agency
30. Puts on
32. Not on
33. Mooch
34. Wife or husband
35. Gland secretion 
38. Widow
39. Knickknack holder
40. Daisylike bloom
42. Detain
44. Flake
45. Showers with love
48. Provisions

49. Protruding part of the 
lower jaw
50. Meal in a shell
53. Delay
55. Louse-to-be



HARSHBARGER 
LAW FIRM

Highest Quality Representation 
With A Hometown Feeling

Practical Wisdom...Trusted advice...
For All Of Southwest Montana.

Lori Dwyer Harshbarger - Russel Michaels
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com

(406) 287-7933  -  (406) 683-6151

Schedule of Events
Friday, July 23rd: 

    5:00pm: Pasture Golf 
    Registration at the 
    Madison County Fairgrounds Office, 
    Fee $10 per player
    6:00pm:  Tee Time
    Prizes and Cash Awards!

Saturday, July 24th:

    9am: Farmers Market at City Park
    11am -2 pm: Concessions
    11:30am: Floats Line-Up 
    2021 Theme: Wild West
    12 Noon: Parade Begins - Duck Race to follow
    7pm: Alumni Dinner

Wrangler Roping - Fairgrounds Saturday & Sunday at 10 am

 SPONSORED BY:  TBCA, Rotary, United Veterans of  TB, & The Greater Ruby Valley
 Chamber of Commerce & Ag



SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Certified Irrigation Design 

Pivots, Pumps, Mainline, Hand Line, & more! 

Factory Trained Valley Service Technicians 

Parts Outlets: 

D&D Auto—Ennis 
and IMOC—Sheridan 

1045 Selway Dr. Dillon, MT 59725 

OFFICE: 406-683-4418 

www.pivotsplusllc.com  
  

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CHICK’S BAR

Nights

Friday’s - 7:30 p.m. to Close 
Saturday’s from 7:30 p.m. to Close

Chick’s Bar - Alder, MT
For More information call 406-842-5366

  

Up to $200 Buy In!

Poker night is back!

Thursdays 10-11:00 AM
Month of July: 

8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th
Free at Jackson’s Garden 

125 Mill Creek Rd, Sheridan
All ages welcomed, however activites are 

geared for ages 10 and younger. 
Guardian must be present, so bring the whole family!

Dress for a mess!

Questions call Sara Gilman 406-842-5239
jacksonsgarden.org

Jackson’s Garden & 
The Sheridan Public Library 
Present: 

ACKSON’S 
G A R D E NJ

A Free Summer 
Children’s Program:

Join us for a weekly art & reading program 
in the garden for the month of July! 

Encourage connection with the natural 
world and foster creativity with garden 

inspired art projects and activities.

art in the garden

Water Well Drilling, Pump Sales 
Installation, Service & Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

TOP QUALITY TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

CALL MARCUS BUYAN
596-7353

TOP SOIL FOR GARDENS, 
LANDSCAPING OR ETC. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
HELP OUT YOUR 

COMMUNITY

CUT - SPLIT - STACK
FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD BANK OF THE
RUBY VALLEY

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CONTACT DON SNYDER

842-5978


