
When:  Tuesday, May 7th   

Time:  11:15am – 6pm

Where:  The NEW Sheridan MT  Community - Senior Center 
INVITE FRIENDS AND FAMILY – SHARE WITH YOUR CO-WORKERS

• – –
• 

SSoommeeoonnee  nneeeeddss  bblloooodd  eevveerryy  22  sseeccoonnddss  --  HHeellpp  uuss  hheellpp  ssaavvee  lliivveess  

 

• For more information or to schedule a donation, call 877.258.4825 or visit vitalant.org

MAKE AN APPOINTMENT

scan the QR code or you reach out to 
Linda Robertson @ 

c - 406.548.1880/ h – 406.842.7264

Shawn Muffich at smuffich@vitalant.org
 

Designed by shawna Van houten - contact: rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com - www.beaconbusinessctr.com
Authorized FEDEX & UPS Shipping Center Supplies  

 Office Supplies - Copy - Fax - Graphic Design - Home Decor - Toys - 
Crafts - Puzzles & more...

Published by Beacon Business Center ~ 406-842-7488
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Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving
 Montana 

Real Estate Needs
406.596.1076

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone

A. Suzanne Nellen
Attorney at Law, PLLC

Nellen@nellenlaw.com
Probate            Real estate
Estate Planning            Water

406-579-3877

P.O. Box 668
Sheridan, MT 59749

MILLER CONCRETE
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We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Joetta Wetzsteon 

for all of her hard work on the 
Ruby Valley Nugget &  Beacon Business 

Center throughout the years! 

We wish you the best of luck on your new 
adventures! You will be missed!

Mary’s Greenhouse
89 Indian Creek Road

Sheridan, MT 
406-548-1269

OPENING MOTHERS DAY WEEKENDOPENING MOTHERS DAY WEEKEND

Great Mothers Day 

Great Mothers Day 
Gifts!
Gifts!

Hanging Baskets with 

Hanging Baskets with 

Proven Winner Plants!!

Proven Winner Plants!!



STRENGTH TRAINING CLASSES - Monday, Wednesday, & Fridays @ 2 pm - See Ad
VIGILANTE RMEF BIG GAME BANQUET - April 27th @ The Round Barn - See Ad
FIREMAN’S BALL -  May 4th - Doors Open @ 3 - BBQ Dinner @ 5:30 - See Ad
BINGO - May 5th - @ 4:30 - See Ad
BLOOD DRIVE - May 6th - 11:15 - 6 pm - See Ad
SHERIDAN SENIOR CENTER GAME NIGHT - May 9th - from 6-9 pm - See Ad
LADIES TRAP SHOOTING LEAGUE - Starting May 28th - See Ad
TOWN OF SHERIDAN COUNCIL MEETINGS - 2nd Monday of every month - location TBA
WILDFLOWER MUSIC ACADEMY - Mondays-10 am (Toddler Class up to age 5) Wednesdays - 5:45 to 6:45 Children’s 
Chorus (Age 8+) Thursdays - 5:45 to 6:30 - Youth Group Ukulele (Age 5+) Private Piano Lessons Available As Schedule 
Permits - Call or Text 
Jaeleen Munns - 406-465-5934 Country Roots - 117 N Main St Unit A - Sheridan, MT 
P’S CLOTHES & MORE - Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Wednesday: 9-2, Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - 
All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.
LOST CABIN BAR - Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday
(Discount flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone 
Deployed) Friday.  Come in or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for 
weekend specials @lostcabinbar
PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: 
SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
TWIN BRIDGES - Twin Bridges public library is looking for volunteers to help during working hours with shelving. 
Wednesdays at 10:30 Story Time at Twin Bridges Public Library Children ages 18 months to five years will be entertained 
with reading, games, music, and crafts. 
GRIEF SHARE SUPPORT GROUP - We offer help and encouragement after the death of a loved one. Grief Share will 
begin meeting on Mondays at 6:30 pm in the Twin Bridges Library starting February 5th. Grief Share will also be offered 
Tuesdays at 1 pm at the Valley Assembly starting February 6th. Our first week, we will be showing “The Loss of a Spouse”. 
Then the following week, we will start our 13 week series. Questions, please contact Kathleen @ 406-596-1080 or Pastor 
Allen Cain @ 406-381-6677
TWIN BRIDGES BOOK CLUB meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month at the Blue Anchor.
Dinner at 6:00 with meeting at 7:00. Please email dmmontana@3rivers.net for information
Details will be coming soon for Smokey the Bear Reading Challenge!
TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS - Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry - Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call 
for appointment any other day or time.  - 406-596-1978 & 406-233-9616
RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY - Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT 
- between the gas station and post office. 
3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER - WHERE HOPE, FAITH AND LOVE CONVERGE  and we would love to have you join 
us. Come as you are and be blessed. Every Sunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly

Deadline or submissions to the Ruby Valley Nugget has changed to 1ST & 3RD Mondays!

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 

rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

BECOMING MONTANA
Part 2

Throughout the early 1800s, the land of present-day Montana lay within different territories at various times, 
whose administrative centers lay hundreds, even thousands of miles away.
The territories that covered Montana during this time included: Indian Territory until 1805 Louisiana Territory 
until 1812 Missouri Territory until 1821 General Great Plains Indian Country until 1854 Nebraska Territory until 
1861. By 1861, two territories covered Montana: the Dakota and Washington Territories.
In 1861, two-thirds of eastern Montana lay within the Dakota Territory. The northwestern part of the state lay 
within the Washington Territory, a territory that had been cut from the eastern region of the previously
established Oregon Territory.
In 1863, prospectors struck gold in Bannack (present-day southwest Montana), and miners began flocking to the 
region by the thousands. It was not long before the local miners started pressing Congress for the establishment 
of their own territory in this area.
In 1863, congress responded by creating Idaho Territory from the eastern segment of Washington Territory, 
western Dakota Territory, and northwestern Nebraska Territory. The newly established Idaho Territory covered 
all of Idaho and Montana and a great part of Wyoming. “The lands of present-day Montana were within a single 
territorial boundary for the first time.” 
However, the Idaho Territory turned out to be a geographical impossibility, and shortly after its creation, miners 
east of the Continental Divide started campaigning for a separate territory to be formed from the Idaho
Territory. The Idaho Territory was split down the middle by the continental divide, and the population was 
steadily moving east to the mining camps on the upper Missouri. 
Miners in Bannack and Virginia City felt that Lewiston, the administrative center of Idaho Territory, which lay 
hundreds of miles west over the jagged Rocky Mountains, could not properly govern them, and began advocating 
for an added territory to be cut from the existing Idaho Territory.
“In September 1863, the Idaho Territory’s newly appointed chief justice, Judge Sidney Edgerton, arrived in 
Bannack on his way to Lewiston.” (“How and when Montana became a state [Condensed history]”) A former Ohio 
Congressman traveling from Ohio, he could not continue to Lewiston due to winter conditions in the Rockies. 
Upon realizing the Idaho governor had assigned him to a distant judicial district east of the divide, he started the 
settlers’ campaign.) He also happened to be friends with then-President Abraham Lincoln, and with 
financial backing, he headed for Washington D.C. with vigilante leader Wilbur Fisk Sanders to push their case.
During this same time, the Idaho Legislature had obligingly started petitioning Congress for the creation of the 
fresh territory, and upon arriving in D.C., Edgerton discovered that Lincoln was open to the idea of an added 
territory in the Rockies.
Despite a number of delays and a brief debate about the name ‘Montana’, the bill creating the Montana Territory 
swiftly passed through Congress, and on May 26, 1864, the new Montana Territory emerged with its jagged 
western border.
25 years later, on November 8, 1889, due to its large population and growing economy, President Benjamin 
Harrison proclaimed Montana the 41st state of the United States.
The borders of Montana have not changed since then.
 
 Jermo. (2023, September 23). Montana’s winding path to statehood [CONDENSED HISTORY]. Montana 
Beyond. https://mtbeyond.com/history/how-montana-became-a-state/

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s

Judge Sidney Edgerton



WE START AT 6 PM

GAME
NIGHT

Sheridan
Senior Center

March 14th
April 11th
May 9th 

ALL AGES
WELCOME!!!

210 East Crofoot
Sheridan, MT

Bring your own snacks and your favorite game!
$1.00 dollar suggested donation

Any other donations greatly appreciated!!!
Contact Mary at (406) 207-0334 for more information

Bingo Pinochle Skip Bo

2

34

80

CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION OF RESIDENTIAL
DWELLINGS, NEW BUILDS, REMODELS, CHINKING,

STAINING & PAINTING

HYNDMANCONSTRUCTION@GMAIL.COM

CHRIS HYNDMAN
GENERAL CONTRACTOR

H & M Handyman
Luis: 406-581-3148/hmhandyman@worksmt.com

Luis Hernandez 
PO Box 129

Twin Bridges, MT 59754



A C R O S S

1. Friendly
2. Tooth doctor
3. Unit of energy
4. Get ready
5. Apprentice
6. Be afraid
7. Rabbits
8. Dry
9. Male adult
10. Give forth
13. Newspaper bigwig
14. Variant of “Leapt”
15. Strips of fried potato
16. Contemplations
19. Most bad
22. Fish and shellfish
24. Sanctified
26. Lady’s escort

27. Consumed
30. Kitchen or 
bathroom____
32. Superior limb
33. Feeling
34. Athletic competitions
35. Exact
38. Stunning
39. Universal
40. S S S
42. Temporary stairs
44. Detective’s assignment
45. Spear
48. Dispatched
49. Cicatrix
50. Achy
53. Writing implement
55. Toss

C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E
1. Highly skilled
6. Embarrassment
11. Joyous
12. Yellowish brown
15. Hand digit
16. Tenderizing sauce
17. Rodent
18. Motorized
20. Bite
21. Nile bird
23. Lyric poems
24. Matted cotton for stuffing
25. Otherwise
26. Electrical distribution system
27. Countertenor
28. Bristle
29. Estimated (abbrev.)
30. Direct
31. Daydreams
34. Athletics
36. 5 plus 5
37. Wise
41. Annual high school dance
42. Connect
43. Flock members
44. Open to all
45. Neighbor of Vietnam
46. Lairs
47. Circle fragment
48. Gloom
51. Observe
52. Allowances
54. Hues
56. Gist
57. Fragrance
58. Go in
59. Insurrectionist

D o w n
FIREWOOD BANK 

OF THE RUBY VALLEY
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

 a job for every 
volunteer,  

at any skill leveL

    cUT - sPLIT -  sTACK

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CONTACT

406-842-7392
A  L O C A L  C H A R I T Y

L a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

****NOW HIRING****

Ruby Valley Swimming Pool is currently 
seeking a Manager and Certified Pool Opera-

tor, for the 2024 season. 
Please send cover letter and resume to:

Ruby Valley Swimming Pool
P.O. Box 96

Sheridan, MT  59749 or
paulachadek@gmail.com

BUYING GUNS
LOOKING FOR ALL TYPES OF FIREARMS. 

CALL TODAY 
FOR A FAIR AND COMPETITIVE OFFER.

CALL: 406-596-3475

****NOW HIRING****

Custodian needed at the Alder School. 
 Basic cleaning and possible

 light maintenance work. 
Approximately 16 hours per week 

during the school year. 
Flexible hours. 

Pay is negotiable. 
Starting date ASAP. 
Call 406-660-1006

H E L P  W A N T E D !



HUGE SELECTION OF PUZZLES!
New Shipment at B E A C O N  B U S I N E S S  c E N T E R

2 0 3  s . m A I N  -  s H E R I D A N ,  m t  

Local Artist Stephano Sutherlin 
Wood Art Puzzles,

Park Puzzles, Contour Puzzles 
& So Much More!

THE

ONLY BAD
WORKOUT

IS THE ONE
YOU DIDN'T DO!

Sheridan Senior
Center

Strength Training
Classes

Monday - Wednesday - Friday
2 p.m. - 3p.m.

For more information call (406)-842-5944
Classes lead by Mrs. Mary Verhow

*This is a strength sustaining class not aerobic. 

210 Crofoot Sheridan, MT

WORD PUZZLE

Carpentry Flooring Drywall Sprinkler Svstems Automotive Repair 

Corey Theis
PO Box 42

Sheridan, MT 59749

720-732-6506
Cptice@yahoo.com
Free Estimates

DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT

CELL: 406-217-2131
HOME: 406-842-5206
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Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Mountains 

Care CenterCare Center
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749



 

May 2nd No Sale
May 9th Special Grass Time Feeder & All Class Cattle Sale 

May 16th No Sale
May 23rd All Class Cattle Sale
May 30th No Sale

Jill Anderson (406) 490-3263

www.dillonlivestockauction.com
5747 Hwy 91 S. * Phone 406-683-2002 * Fax 406-683-6464

DILLON LIVESTOCK AUCTION

Barry McCoy (406) 660-1889

 Sales are Thursdays starting at 10 am

Please call to consign to any of these sales or if you have questions

MAy

SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

TB Auto Parts
104 N. Main ST
PO Box 434
Twin Bridges, MT 59754

Phone: 406-684-5739
Fax: 406-684-5377
tb_auto@yahoo.com

Monday - Friday
8 am to 5 pm
Saturday

9 am to 12 pm

Happy 80th Birthday! 
Smokey Bear is having a reading  
challenge as part of his celebration! 
TWIN BRIDGES PUBLIC LIBRARY  
will be promoting the challenge during the 
month of May.  We’ll be reading books on 
bears, nature and the environment and mak-
ing our own book journal to record our  
progress. 
We will have activity pages for two levels of participants:   
(1)Pre K-1st Grade and (2) 2nd—4th Grade.  The first 10  
participants to sign-up will have handmade journal covers as a 
keepsake.  
The Challenge will take place May 1—29th with a birthday party to 
celebrate Smokey and the completion of our challenge! 
 
Please sign up at the library by  
April 24th to ensure we enough supplies ready!   

Birthday party will be on May 29th from 
10:30 to 12:00 noon!   
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