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 WINTER HOURS: 
Tuesdays through Sunday ~ 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Call 406-684-5050 for Daily Specials

Pizza..Burritos..Beer..Sandwiches..Burgers..Salad Bar..16 Flavors of Ice Cream

CALCUTTA
College Basketball Team AuctionCollege Basketball Team Auction

The Twin Bridges Community Association, a not for profit organization, strives to enhance the lives of  
people who call Twin Bridges “home” as well as those who visit, through beautification efforts, promoting 
our amenities, planning and supporting healthy events and activities that provide economic growth and 

entertainment for the community.

Monday March 13th, 2023
Lost Cabin Bar

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.
Auction Starts At 6:00 p.m. Sharp!
Final 64 - Payouts At Every Round

Free Food 

Monday March 13th, 2023
Lost Cabin Bar

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.
Auction Starts At 6:00 p.m. Sharp!
Final 64 - Payouts At Every Round

Free Food 

406-467-2535

800-796-4567

3rivers.net

Internet       Phone

Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving 
Montana 

Real Estate 
Needs



The heart of the ruby valley ~ Sheridan
The town of Sheridan has gone through many changes and renovations over 
the years since the 1800’s. In the late 1850’s and early 1860’ some of 
those who traveled to Alder Gulch in search of gold and the men whom 
either failed or decided to move on found local areas rich in other 

opportunities. This led them to other opportunities other than mining like 
trapping, agriculture, and lumber. Two Canadian Frenchmen, Mark Perraualt 
and Frank Birer, built a cabin on the present site where the Ruby Hotel 
now stands and spent their days trapping on Mill Creek.  In 1867 Rozelle 
P. Bateman bought the cabin built by Perrault and Birer and filed a claim 

with the government for all land lying south of Mill Creek. In 1868 a 
large barn was built where Opportunity Bank currently sits and was used 

for celebrations. By 1874 he had the town site surveyed and platted and he 
became known as the “father of Sheridan”. In 1867 a little log school was 
built in the town proper on what is now Water Street. By 1900 a new brick 
school was built and still stands today near the Sheridan schools and is 

the old high school building.
In 1875 Jesse McCoy was building the first hotel, but died before it was completed. His wife would later re-marry Fred 
Schultz and he finished the hotel and called it the Schultz Hotel. Later it became the Ruby Hotel and Livery Stable 

operated by Fred Hermsmeyer. Many businesses were part of the Ruby Hotel such as a Dentist Office, barber, and different 
cafés.  It has since changed hands, and the Livery Stable is long gone, but the Ruby Hotel and Sump Saloon is still up 

and running and currently owned by Jennie Bogart Short and Ford Davis. 
Mr. Bateman built a two-room log cabin that served as his home and later he added on a store and hotel. Henry Elling 

and Company would replace the log structures of Mr. Batemans store and hotel with a new brick building and ran it as a 
general department store. Later Charles Walter would buy this structure and is still to this day Walter’s Family Foods 

and Ace Hardware. 
By the early 1890’s a log post office would be quietly moved from a stage stop about 9 miles towards Twin Bridges to sit 

where High Peaks/Sheridan Liquor is located.  This post office was already given the name of Sheridan, so became the 
name of this new little town and in 1893 Sheridan became one of the earliest towns to incorporate in the newly formed 

State of Montana. 
The first newspaper, “The Messenger”, was published by a man named Hiram Brundage in the late 1870’s. By 1896 Mr. 

Brundage would later move to Dillon and merge with the Dillon Tribune. Other papers were started in Sheridan named “The 
Paper”, “The Chinook”, “The Enterprise” and the “Sheridan Forum”. A second merchandise store was started in the late 
1870’s by Hamilton and McCranor. It changed hands over time to Hall and Hardesty, H. D. Rossiter, Maddison and Carey, 
B bar B and later Jensen’s today this brick building is part of the Ruby Valley Brew. Sheridan showed steady growth 

and by 1879 it had a population of 150 and by 1893 the population was around 350. As the town grew, old log buildings 
were replaced with brick buildings such as the Sheridan State Bank built in 1903.  A cement block building known as 

the Sheridan Garage sat at the corner of Hamilton and Main. It was built in 1915 by William Lenkersdorfer and housed a 
garage on the main floor with fourteen rooms on the second floor that were used for offices, hotel and apartments. This 
building was torn down in 1973 and The Sheridan Bank built a new structure in its place and today it is known as the 

Philanthropy building. 
There were five saloons, three blacksmith shops, two livery barns and a milliner store. At one time the population 

grew to around 800 in the early 1900’s. Many of the old landmarks that once were a part of Sheridan are long gone were 
business like Fox’s Department Store, Thomas Store, the Telephone Exchange, Schultz Hotel, Corner Saloon and Hegenberger 

Meat Market which sat where the old Mill Creek currently sits. 
The iconic Sheridan Bakery was at one time the Kellog Saloon. Next to it was the O.J. Olsen Mortuary which changed hands 

to Emmett Marsh and later L. Scott. It then became a clothing store called Big Sky Western Wear and now it is Beacon 
Business Center. 

The Stockman Bar was known as Leary’s Smoke Shop, latter it was called the Hub Bar and Café and later it was the Club 
Hotel, Bar and Cafe.  The Club was re-built in 1939 by Harry Graves. Next door there was a Dental Office ran by a Dr. 

McKenzie. Then next to that was Ted Darby’s Insurance Office and Doornbos Agency in the old Telephone exchange building. 
On Ruby Street stood Marlow’s Building which was formerly Birrer Lumber. Williams Feed, Inc. replaced the Ferry Morse 

Seed Plant and stands silent today. 
Some of the other business in town were: Doug Smith’s Law office which is now the Ruby Valley Food Pantry, The Mini 

Tire and Car Wash which is now part of the Storage Units, Rule Reality which is now Rocking S Business Services, Faye’s 
Beauty Shop which was in Dr. Kitt’s Dentist Office, and also The Ruby Bonnet which was located in the Old Montana Power 
building on Mill Street. This was also Myrna’s and later Donna Lloyd’s Aquarius beauty shop. On Mill Street also was The 
Kreative Korner and Sewing Your Wild Oats. In another part 

of town the Ruby Valley Hospital was built in 1964. 
For a long time the hospital sat next to where the 
Sheridan Senior Center currently sits, the hospital 
building was torn down and rebuilt across the way in 

2018. Sheridan boasts three parks: Main Street Park, the 
Ray Silve Park on Water Street, and a little one next 
to the Sheridan Library where there once a wading pool 
now long buried. In 1974 the Sheridan Swimming Pool was 
built. Sheridan also had a theater for many years but 

it was torn down in 2019 to make way for more gas pumps 
for the Sinclair Gas Station. George Latus Jewelry Store 
where Bread Zep currently sits, where Main Street park 
is located was once Ruby Cleaners sat. A covered wagon 
building called The Prairie Schooner was used as a cafe 

that was moved from the Laurin area to Sheridan. Later it 
became a private residence. Outside of Sheridan there were 

business like Hamler Motors, Wertz Saddlery and Sunbow 
Farms which was a fish farm. Also, the Tobacco Root Guest 

Ranch later that became a private residence. 
In 1959 the city sewer lines were put in and natural gas 

was brought into town in 1964. Many changes over the years 
but Sheridan still is a pretty town with lots of trees, 
wildlife, and pride in not only the high school sporting 

events but in community spirit as well. Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon

CHICKS BAR:  Sat. Feb. 25th Chick’s wet mop pool tournament. $10 a person, Blind draw partners. Sign up starts at 10am games 
starts at 11am.

LEPRECHAUN DASH - NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK - March 11th - Starts at 1 pm at the Ruby Valley Brew in Sheridan, MT

ROTARY CLUB OF THE RUBY VALLEY - CASINO NIGHT - March 25th at 6 pm at the Blue Anchor

MADISON COUNTY CATTLE WOMEN:  Hey LADIES!  The Madison County Cattle women is starting its 2023 memberships. The 
Montana Cattle women support the livestock industry, and its environment through communication, education, and legislative 
activities. Agriculture is an essential part of Montana’s economy.  “Do I have to own cattle or know about cattle to join?” NO!  Anyone 
can join. When you join MCC you become part of a supportive network of women that starts in your local community and expands 
across the State of Montana. You become a member of a lively group of women with similar interests, passions and proud partners 
with their families and friends in the great BEEF industry.  Our mission is to provide a strong proactive voice for all of Montana’s beef 
families. We promote AG and BEEF in our local schools and community festivals. For more information contact 
Salena Daems at 907-232-1670. 

TWIN SPIRITS YOGA:  Happy New Year from Twin Spirits Yoga. New year, same you, but growing!
Yoga schedule for the first week of 2023 - Monday 6:00 P.M. - Tuesday 8:30 A.M. - Thursday 8:30 
All levels welcome, bring a friend! Offering pranassage and private classes

MAVERICK MOUNTAIN SKI SCHOOL: If you would like to schedule lessons give me a call or text to get on the schedule.  Thursday-
Sunday from January 5- March 26 Anna Rhodes 406-925-1772

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

ZUMBA!  6:30 pm every Monday and Wednesdays above the Twin Bridges Fire Hall in Twin Bridges. 

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount 
flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in 
or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM. 
For more information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES - February is Library Lovers month, so stop by for a sweet treat and a gift, 
and tell us what you love most at our library!  Ask about our new Lego club, happening the 3rd Thursday of the month from 3:45-
4:30.  Need some help in the wait for warmer weather? We have some new to us DVDs of classic movies, and new book releases.  
There is always a jigsaw puzzle going in the back! Did you know the largest puzzle for sale has 60,000 pieces?  Now that’s a puzzle! | 
VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson Hickman - 10:30 a.m. Library Story and craft time.  

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved 
to 208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for you Madison County 
and neighboring towns. Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, 
soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/
pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us 
know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas 
station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be 
blessed. Every
 Sunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. 

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

Come to The 2023 Annual Elling House Chautauqua!
A unique American experience.

The Elling House Arts and Humanities Center invites you to attend this 
year’s winter Chautauqua on the third Saturday of 

January (21st), February (18th), March (18th) and April (15th). 
The monthly event begins at 6:30pm with a meet and greet.

Performances will start at 7:30pm and end at 9:00pm.
Come, enjoy a fun evening of entertainment,

intellectual or spiritual growth, and local culture.

 We are located at 404 East Idaho Street, Virginia City, Montana.
Participants can present one or two songs, or a

5-minute reading. 
Those wishing to be on stage should contact 

Toni James at (406) 843-5454 or
email ranksmerc@yahoo.com 

to reserve their place in the spotlight.
ROTARY CLUB

OF THE RUBY VALLEY

MARCH 25TH, 2023 AT 6 PM 
BLUE ANCHOR CAFE & BAR

Play Poker or bingo with Rotary Bucks
$10 Buy $10,000 - Silent Auction during the Games

Live Auction at 10 pm - Use your winnings!!
Theme: Mardi Gras in the Ruby Valley

$50,000 “Rotary Bucks” will be awarded 
to the best dressed male & female

Proceeds are used to provide Scholarships for 
Sheridan & Twin Bridges High School Graduates. 

For more information or to donate an auction item, 
Contact Steve Collinge at 435-503-7036 or 

Frank Colwell at 406-596-1076

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E

New Kids on the Block Daycare is looking for a 

Preschool teacher beginning 

February 1st-through May from 9-12

on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

We are also seeking part-time help in our daycare 
working with our infants and toddlers. These 

positions could be combined for the right 
candidate. 

For more information call

 Kelly at 406-925-3428. 

NOT EVERYONE 
TRAPPED BY ALCOHOL 

IS AN ALCOHOLIC
Families and friends are suffering too.

•
Do you worry about how much 

someone drinks?
•

Al‑Anon and Alateen can help.

1‑888‑4AL‑ANON • AL‑ANON.ORG

GRIEF SHARE
INFORMATIONAL MEETING

MARCH 4TH AT 11 AM
OPEN TO ALL

COME AND FIND OUT ABOUT THIS 
IMPORTANT RESOURCE 

COMING TO THE RUBY VALLEY
REFRESHMENTS SERVED

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER
3648 MT HWY 287 - SHERIDAN, MT

L a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

1. He fights blazes
2. Popular salad ingredient
3. Bovine
4. At one time (archaic)
5. One who colors cloth
6. A Native American tent
7. Humiliate
8. Thorny flower
9. Half of two
10. Cultivated land
13. Fanatic
14. Border 
15. Slender nails
16. Gnus
19. A long-legged S. 
American bird
22. Gaunt

24. Day off
26. Used to be
27. Cover
30. Run away
32. Consumed food
33. Daisy like bloom
34. Ablaze 
35. Low leather step-in 
shoes
38. Characterized by 
emotion
39. Emissaries
40. Absurd
42. Treeless Arctic plain
44. College girl
45. Boys or men
48. Letters, etc.

49. Circle fragments
50. Sassy
53. Ribonucleic acid
55. Islet

1. Confronted
6. Fortuneteller’s card
11. Shade of white
12. Stain black
15. Look around casually
16. Prevaricated
17. Record (abbrev.)
18. Gallivant
20. Delay
21. Nursemaid
23. Delight
24. Fit
25. 20th-century art move-
ment
26. Walk in water
27. Corporate image
28. Kiss
29. An uncle
30. A boneless steak
31. Loose high-necked 
blouse
34. Winged
36. East southeast
37. Sandwich shop
41. Not aft
42. French for “Head”
43. Ends a prayer
44. Attired
45. Cogitate
46. Eastern discipline
47. Buffoon
48. Seductive looking wom-
an
51. Buff
52. Green gems
54. Narrate
56. Final
57. Hunger for
58. Chip dip
59. Infections of the eye

D o w n

A c r o s s



WORD PUZZLE

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.



Meet

Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  
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Talent Show - 6 pm 

3  
 

 

4  
 

5 6  
 

7
 

8  

 

 

9  10 11 
 

12 13 
  

 

14 15 16 
 

17 18 

19 20 21 

 

22 
 

Sheridan School Events  
February/March 2023 

FFA Districts CDE - Big Timber
 

FFA Conrad Crops & Mechn.  

Middle School Band Festival - Butte
 

Spring Pictures  

 

PROM

 

 

 2019

27

23 24 25

Mardi Gras

Mid-term
Basketball Divisionals 

@ MAC - Butte

SeniorTrip

Senior Trip

Ski Trip - Discovery

Track Practice 
Starts Board Meeting 

Middle School 
Academic Olympics

High School 
Academic
Olympics

Spanish Club 
Meeting @ 7

FFA State - Great Falls

End 3rd Quarter PIR

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF


