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406-925-0615
Specializing in new home conStruction 

and quality remodel and repair

CONSTRUCTION LLC
TWIN BRIDGES, MT

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

"Well equipped to handle your weed control Needs"

•Noxious Weed Control
•Nuisance Weed Control
•Agricultural
•Pasture and Rangeland
•Riparian Area
•Bare-Ground Treatment
•Cheatgrass Control
•Lawn Weed Control & Fertilizer
•GPS/GIS Weed Mapping

MT License 105862-12

Licensed Commercial and Residential 
Weed Control

Weed Control Management

charles@4mweedcontrol.com      Charles McDougal : 406-925-1494

Frank Colwell, Broker
118 S. Main Street 

Sheridan, MT 59754
406.596.1076

TOP QUALITY TOP SOIL 
FOR SALE

CALL MARCUS BUYAN
596-7353

TOP SOIL FOR GARDENS, 
LANDSCAPING OR ETC. 

po. box 183 
Alder Mt. 597·1 0 

BBaakkeerr  LLiigghhtt  IInndduussttrriieess  
Renewable Energy Contractor 

,. 

WWaayynnee  BBaakkeerr  
Solar Electric 

Solar Thermal 
Battery Based Systems 

greenheatsys@gmail.com 
1-406-596-1186 

 

 

 

 

 

3284-A MT Hwy 287      P.O. Box 386 
Sheridan, MT 59749 

(406) 660-2488 or 925-1724 
Sheridanfire25400@gmail.com 

EXCITING NEWS!  
 

Sheridan Firefighter Association                  
Ted Woirhaye, Chairman 
Ben Hitchcock, President 
Mike Dietrich, Vice President 
Zach Thompson, Secretary 
Craig Hayden 

Paul Roen 
 

  Sheridan Fire Department Rural District #4  
Del Bieroth, President 

Neil Barnosky, Secretary 
Bruce Peterson 

Jeff Gerth 
Max Moltich 

Rob Tipton 
 

The Sheridan Firefighter Association, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, is embarking on a Capital Campaign to generate 
funding to build a new 7,800 sq. ft. facility for The Sheridan Fire Department - Rural District #4. Total construction costs 
are estimated at $1,251,000 with a total estimated project cost of $1,285,494. The structure will be constructed of metal 
with stick framing. The facility will include 4 bays with an indoor vehicle wash station, an office, kitchenette, exercise 
room, bathroom, changing room and loft storage. The facility will be built on a 5-acre parcel located at 3284-A MT Hwy 
287, 1 mile south of Sheridan. The parcel is debt-free as of August 2019, and the property is owned by the Sheridan Fire 
Department Rural District #4.  All funds generated for this project will be designated and restricted towards the Capital 
Campaign “Bricks and Mortar” (construction), engineering design, and fixtures, and may not be used for any other 
purpose. 

When the new facility is completed and ready for occupancy, The Board of Directors for the Sheridan Fire Fighter 
Association will donate the facility to the Sheridan Fire Department - Rural District #4, and the Sheridan Firefighter 
Association will cease all project oversight and management. When ownership/title transfer takes place, the 
building/project shall be debt-free and the Sheridan Fire Department -Rural District #4 will be responsible to assume all 
expenses to include utilities, taxes, maintenance, repairs, and insurance.   

“When your house or property is at risk, 
selfless men and women risk their lives to save your life and your property” 

 

Please contact us if you would like to help support this important community project. 

NEWS FROM COTTONTAIL OBSERVATORY

SEE ALL THE VISIBLE PLANETS
In the evening of May 19th and lasting for another week or so the planets 
of  Venus and Mercury will be visible.  To fine them go out about ½ hour 
after sunset.  Look where the Sun sat and come up from the horizon 
about 30 degrees.  You will see a bright star looking object, that is Venus.   
Below and to your left of Venus will be dim little Mercury.In the morning 
of May 20th about 90 minutes to 1 hour before sunrise looking South – 
Southeast the other 3 visible planets are up. These planets are next to the 
constellation Capricornus (The Sea Goat).  Jupiter and Saturn on the left 
and Mars on the right.  Sunrise on May 20th is 5:52AM MDT.The bright-
est of the planets is Jupiter.  To the left of Jupiter is Saturn followed by 
Mars.  Mars is left and lower than Saturn and about 6 time the distance 
between Jupiter and Saturn. Thess 3 planets will be visible for most of the 
year.  Mars will be closest to Earth on October 8th,, 2020.

COMET PANSTARRS T2
Although Panstarrs T2 is said to be a naked eye comet you will probably 
will need a small telescope or a pair of binoculars.  The comet is appears 
in the night sky and the bright stars show up in the night sky about ½ 
hour after sunset.  Sunset on May 19th is about 9:30PM MDT.  Wait 
until you can see all of the stars in Ursa Major (The big bear).  On a line 
between The North Star and the eye of the big bear go about 1/3 the 
distance of the line, starting at the eye of the big bear. A small telescope 
or a pair of binoculars will show it a s fuzzy pale blob.  Nearby are 2 other 
FFOs (Faint Fizzy Objects) they are 2 galaxies M81 and M82.  This comet 
will be around throughout June.

COMET SWAN
Comet Swan is visible to the naked eye.  If you have a small telescope or 
binoculars you will be able to see the tail.  To see the comet go out about 
90 minutes to 2 hours before sunrise on the 19th of May.  Look low in 
the East and Northeastern sky half way between the constellations Tri-
angulum and the star Algol in Perseus.  Sunrise on May 19th is  5:30AM 
MDT.  This comet will naked eye visible for just a few more days.

Joe Witherspoon -Director Cottontail Observatory
   (406) 842-7722

KINNEY 
CLEANING SERVICE 

CHIMNEY - VENTS - WINDOWS  
DRYER VENT CLEANING

60% OF HOME FIRES ARE FROM DRYER LINT

GARY KINNEY
406-702-5372

CELL: 406-596-7003
P.O. BOX 305

VIRGINIA CITY, MT 59755 

467-2535
800-796-4567

3rivers.net

TM

YOUR LOCAL BANK. YOUR OPPORTUNITY.

SHERIDAN • 406.842.5411
TWIN BRIDGES • 406.684.5678

OPPORTUNITYBANK.COM



Classified Ad forms located at beacon business center
To place an ad or to promote your event ` please email us at rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com 

or call us at 406-842-7488.
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SAVE THE DATE!
Sheridan High School
Graduation Ceremony

May 24th, 1 p.m.
At the Football Field

HELP WANTED
Ruby Valley Swimming Pool of 

Sheridan, MT 
Full and part-time life guard pos-
titions for the 2020 swim season. 

Applicant must be flexible for 
hours and work days, some week-

ends are required. 
Certified training will be

 provided. 
See rubyvalleypool.com 

for application. 

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Office/Retail Space
1500 sq feet

$600 per month includes water.
Saddlebrook Professional 

Center
117 N. Main St. Unit A

Sheridan
Call 

842-7626

READY SET GROW
PRE-SCHOOL

Looking for Pre-School teach-
ers for the 20-21 school year. 

Please send resumes to 
RSGP

P.O. Box 13
Sheridan, MT 59749
Call Donna Gilman

842-5390
 for more information. 

Now At Beacon Business Center!

Books by local author 
Thomas J. Elpel

203 S. Main - Sheridan, MT

FOR SALE
FLAT BED TRAILER

SINGLE AXLE – 1963 - 
BUMPER PULL

APPROX 12’ L x 7.5’ W
LIGHTS, SAFETY CHAIN, 

GOOD CONDITION
$500

PARKED IN FRONT OF THE 
RUBY VALLEY INN

Barn wood picnic table
$150

Pick up at the Ruby Valley Inn 

(1 MILE SOUTH OF 
SHERIDAN)

842-7111

OUT & ABOUT
GOOD NEWS!

Looking for something to do? Virginia City and Nevada city will be officially 
opening on May 23rd. Get out and explore these local historical areas. 

Spend an afternoon visiting all the great shops and eateries in Virginia City, 
while enjoying all the historical information and displays.

 There is a lot to do and see. 
Check out all the old buildings and artifacts in Nevada City and pan for gold. 

Starting June 19th the Virginia City Players will begin their season with 
2 shows:

 Rumpelstiltskin: June 19 - August 2
Seven Keys to Baldpate: August 4 - September 6

Take the kids fishing at the Kids Fishing Pond between Virginia City and 
Nevada City. 

Both Virginia City and Nevada City are full of outdoor recreation from
 Mountain biking, Fishing, Gold Panning,
Hiking and taking a drive up Alder Gulch.

 If that doesn’t suit your fancy then you can enjoy an afternoon walking the 
board walk while eating ice cream or enjoying your favorite old fashion candy.

We have all been doing a great job supporting Ruby Valley Business,                 
let’s get out and support these local business as well. 

It is definetly time to get out and about!



TThhee  BBeesstt  GGoooodd  LLuucckk  iinn  lliiffee  iiss::  

YYoouurr  SSMMIILLEE  

A great smile will 
open many doors 
and opportunities 

for you. 
Respect your 
teeth and they 
will Respect 

you. 

 

Call today–don’t 
delay 

  

440066--668844--55008800 

 

Twin Bridges Dental and Orthodontics 
Improving one smile at a time! 

 

Nothing but the TOOTH 

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 

MountainsMountains
Care CenterCare Center

Phone 
(406) 842-5600

326 Madison • P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

Water Well Drilling, Pump Sales 
Installation, Service & Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.COM

SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

Pizzas
Served from 4-8pm

 Wednesday-Saturday
Now serving Pizzas that are a traditional 

“Italian Style” cooked in a Stone Oven 
with light sauce and toppings on our 

homemade dough.

109 S. Main - Sheridan, MT

406-842-7777

A FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED, 
FULL SERVICE GROCERY STORE.

ESPRESSO BAR WITH DRIVE-THRU
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 

7 A.M. TO 9 P.M.
SUNDAY: 

8 A.M. TO 7 P.M.
108 N. MAIN STREET

TWIN BRIDGES, MONTANA 59754
COFFEE SHOP PHONE: 684-5075

MARKET PHONE: 684-5070

IN HONOR OF "MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH" THE MADISON 
COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH LOCAL ADVISORY COUNCIL WANTS TO 

WELCOME YOU TO CELEBRATE WITH US. 

WHO ARE WE? 
The MHLAC is made up of 15 voting members who are appointed by the 
county commissioners. Our current board includes: 
Ke'lah Savage-Willauer-Chair Jim Hart 
Cindy Adams-Vice Chair Sue Heald 
Emilie Sayler-Secretary Claire Leonard 
Pam Birkeland-Treasurer Chris Mumme 

WHAT DO WE DO? 

Linda Parsons 
Joyce Pearson 
Judy Weitzel 
Jane Yecny 

The purpose of the MHLAC is to develop, improve and support public mental health 
and substance abuse services in Madison County through providing local input to the 

BHAC, DPHHS and the Service Area Authority (SAA) serving the residents of the 
County, and the Madison County Commissioners. 

During these uncertain times we encourage you to take 
care of yourself and your loved ones. Some ways to 

manage increased stress are: 

Limit your news 
and media 

MOVE! Go for a walk 
or hike 

z 
z) z �. 

Get at least 
8 hoursof sleep 

Eat 
nutritious foods �eb 

BREATHE! 

For more information please call 925-9624 or email kelahsavage@gmail.com 

24 Hour ATM Locations:
Ennis · Virginia City · Harrison

Sheridan · West Yellowstone

Since 1965 | Ennis | Boulder  
Montana City | West Yellowstone 
www.madisonvalleybank.com

111 S. Main Street
Sheridan,MT 59749

406-842-5977



CROSSWORD PUZZLE Last Issue Answers

DOWN
1. WW1 plane
2. Shoestring
3. Circle fragments
4. Anagram of “Ties”
5. 9-headed monster
6. Prohibit
7. Necessitate
8. Wander aimlessly
9. Hole-making tools
10. Beneath
11. Crown
12. Jittery
13. Warms
18. And so forth

ACROSS
1. Gash
6. Chancel
10. A D-Day beach
14. Celebration
15. Again
16. 3 times 3
17. Fortuitous
19. Figures
20. Abandon
21. Autonomic nervous system
22. At one time (archaic)
23. Sour
25. Low heavy horse carts
26. Vipers
30. 1 less than a dozen
32. Snipped
35. Set free
39. Animal oil
40. Postage
41. Besmirched
43. Train depot
44. Hit
46. Despise
47. Applied mathematics (British)
50. Swine
53. Footnote note
54. Be victorious
55. Catch
60. Audition tape
61. Re-beautify
63. Killed
64. “Smallest” particle
65. Columbus’s birthplace
66. Small slender gull
67. Combustible pile
68. Hops

24. Scarlet
25. Triangular formation
26. Does something
27. Shut
28. Heap
29. The end of an Apollo flight
31. Sleeveless garment
33. Harbors
34. Pitcher
36. Dogfish
37. Smudge
38. Feudal worker
42. Doubtfulness

Anton M. Holter
     
    Born in 1831 Anton M. Holter was a Norwegian immigrant in 1854 and he was frequently referred to as the first Norwegian in the Montana terri-
tory. He became one of the state’s leading entrepreneurs, with interests in lumbering, mercantile, mining, electrical, and other businesses. He was 
born in Moss Norway and learned the trade of carpentry in his homeland. At the age of twenty-three he left for the New Word and ended up work-
ing as a carpenter in northern Iowa, using Osage as a center of his activities. He earned $20 a month, saved his money, invested it in town lots, 
and as they rose in value, saw his small fortune grow to $3,000 within one year. The panic of 1857 wiped out the greater part of his investments, 
and in 1859 he became ill with “brain and swamp fever.” Holter recovered from the illness but his money was gone. . Gold was discovered at Alder 
Gulch and Virginia City in 1863 which prompted a new adventure for Mr. Holter and later made him the father of lumbering in Montana.                                                                                           
     Holter went to Montana with his partner E. Evensen; their plan was to supply the Alder Gulch-Virginia City area with building materials. With 
crude machinery for a sawmill loaded in two wagons pulled by oxen, the two men left Denver on September 16, 1863. They arrived at Bevin’s 
Gulch, about ten miles from Virginia City, in December and immediately decided to locate at near-by Ramshorn Gulch. They hauled their outfit to 
the summit between Bevin’s and Ramshorn gulches. What followed has been described in interesting detail by Holter himself.  “That was my first 
winter’s work in Montana, and it was a hard one too; part of it was all the more trying because I had my face cut up in a little unpleasantness with 
the road agents about that time. As the snow was getting deep and there was no feed for stock, Amos Holter started out for Virginia City with the 
cattle they brought  hoping to sell them. 
     Finding no buyer, he headed out to a rnach of an acquaintance twenty-five miles down the Stinking Water (Ruby River). On the way he was 
held up and robbed by the notorious George Ives and his companion, Irwin. After he complied with Mr. Ives command to hand over his purse, Mr. 
Holter was ordered to drive on. As he did, he turned his head to see Mr. Ives had leveled his pistol at his head and fired. Mr. Holter dodged but 
still had the full force of unexploded powder in his face, the bullet passing through his hat and hair. It stunned him for an instant, and he stag-
gered against the near leader, accidentally getting his arm over his neck, which prevented him from falling.  Almost at once Mr. Holter regained his 
senses and faced Ives, who had his pistol lowered, but who raised it with а jerk, pointing at his breast. Mr. Holter heard the click of the hammer, 
but the gun missfiered. Holter ran around the oxen,which became very much excited, and his coming in a rush on the other side scared them 
still more, and they rushed against Ives’ horse, which in turn got into a tangle with Irvin’s horse, and during the confusion Mr. Holter struck out for 
some beaver dams which he noticed close by, but the men soon got control of their horses, and they started off in the opposite direction. What had 
apparently changed their purpose was that of a man who had just appeared over the hill and who was driving a team of horses. It was later learned 
afterward Ives and Irvin had stopped at a saloon in Laurin, about two miles from the point where they overtook Mr. Holter, and that Ives had fired 
five shots at bottles on the shelves because the bartender refused them whiskey, this accounting for the fact that only one charge was left in his 
revolver when he attacked Mr. Holter. 
      With his face bandaged up, in the cold and the snow, Mr. Holter and Mr. Evenson went on to build a brush road on grade around a steep moun-
tain to their mill location on the creek. They made а hand-sled with cross-beams extending outside the runners far enough so that when necessary 
they were able to nip it along with handspikes on each side. With this hand-sled they removed their outfit to the creek, and did all the logging this 
way during the entire winter. They first built a cabin and a black smith shop, but the latter soon became more of a machine shop for when the time 
came to erect the saw mill they were met with what seemed insurmountable difficulties.
     He recalled at a later date: “We found deep snow and more snow falling. . . . I remember seventeen days in succession that it snowed every 
day. We camped there under some spruce trees and the wind blowing all the time. There we made a hand sled to handle the machinery and built 
a brush road a distance of a mile and a half to get the machinery we had down to the creek, where our water power was to be had. We built a 
cabin, without doors or windows and moved into it the day before Christmas, 1863.” The mechanical difficulties encountered by the partners were 
innumerable. “I didn’t know a thing about the sawmill business,” Holter explained, “and my partner, who had represented himself to be a millwright, 
proved that he didn’t know much about it either.” Parts of the mill, the purchase of which was Evensen’s responsibility, were missing. “The feeding 
apparatus was gone, among other things. We set to work and invented a new movement, which, by the way, was afterwards patented-by other 
parties.” He went on to relate:“In the first place, we had to have blacksmithing done, and we had no tools, so we set out to make some. We had 
a broadax and we drove it into a block of wood and used it for an anvil. We had a sledge, and made a pair of bellows out of some wood and our 
rubber coats. There was a nail hammer with the outfit, and with it and the sledge, and the anvil and a forge we got together, we managed to make 
the other tools we absolutely needed. We made our own charcoal and finally got that part of the preliminary work done.“We had no lathe to turn the 
shafting, and we finally rigged a contrivance in the cabin wall to thrust one end into. We fixed up a wheel for the other end and made a belt out of 
rawhide to turn the thing by hand until we got the shafting turned. The lathe was even more primitive than the blacksmith shop, but we got the work 
done after a fashion, although it was a slow process.” In spite of all these handicaps they were able to begin operations: “After that we whipsawed 
some lumber, made our water wheel, fitted up the mill, and got out several thousand feet of lumber before spring set in.“We had no belting, and 
we made some of rawhide, but there was no way of keeping it dry, for we had a water mill. We heard of eighty feet of six-inch belting at Bannock. I 
went over and tried to buy it. The man that owned it had no use for it and said so, but he wouldn’t set a price and I made him several offers, finally 
telling him that I would give him $600, all the money I had with me. He wouldn’t sell even then, and I had to go back without it, and we made a shift 
to use a canvas belt that we made ourselves. It was a poor affair but we got along somehow.”
     The story of marketing the crude lumber is best told by Holter: “Lumber brought high prices, though, and we made some money after all our 
trouble. We got $140 a thousand for sluice lumber, and $125 for common lumber. The second year we started a yard at Nevada City, and I remem-
ber that the demand was so great that whenever we expected a wagon in there would be a crowd of men waiting for it, who wouldn’t let me get to it 
at all. As soon as the binding was taken off the load, they would make a rush for the wagon and every man would take off what he could carry. The 
demand was so keen that they felt justified in taking it by force, and I wouldn’t even have a chance to keep an account of what was taken. As far 
as I know, however, it was always correctly accounted for and I do not believe that there was ever a stick that went out that way that I didn’t get my 
pay for.”  During the summer of 1864 Holter and two other men- Cornelius and Olsen - built a crude waterworks in Virginia City. Pipes and hydrants 
were constructed of logs, and it was impossible to find so much as an auger with which to bore three-inch holes in the logs. They had a blacksmith 
make three augers and paid $150 apiece for them. Water was brought from a distance of two miles. The logs which served as conduits were 
tapered at one end and fitted together by means of iron bands that had once served as wagon hubs. All faucets and valves had to be made by 
hand. He appears to have been not only a born businessman, with boundless energy and a sharp eye for profits, but also a public-spirited leader 
who served, at varying times, as a state senator, as mayor of Helena, and as president of Helena’s chamber of commerce. In 1878 he was elected 
to the territorial council; in 1881 he was a member of the city council of Helena and later was elected to the house of representatives of the state, 
serving in both the first and second sessions.
     He was one of the first school trustees elected in 1869, and was the first republican elected to this office in Lewis and Clark county. He was 
largely interested In the building of the first school house in Helena, at a cost $25,000, over $11,000 being realized from the sale of county war-
rants. He was singled out by King Haakon of Norway as one of the leading Norwegian influences in the United States. 
      Mr. Holter died at his home in Helena at the age of 90 in 1921. The Holter family remained active in Montana public affairs for many years and 
the family name is featured prominently in Montana, and especially within Helena, on places, institutions and landmarks, including the Holter Muse-
um of Art, Holter Lake, Holter Dam and Holter Street. The World War II Liberty ship SS Anton Holter was named in his honor.

43. Calypso offshoot
45. New World vulture
47. Center
48. Poplar tree
49. Anagram of “Merit”
51. Record (abbrev.)
52. Kisses
54. Envelop
56. Journey
57. Hindu princess
58. At the peak of
59. Legumes
62. An uncle


