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Come to The 2023 Annual Elling House Chautauqua!
A unique American experience.

The Elling House Arts and Humanities Center invites you to attend this 
year’s winter Chautauqua on the third Saturday of 

 April (15th). 
The monthly event begins at 6:30pm with a meet and greet.

Performances will start at 7:30pm and end at 9:00pm.
Come, enjoy a fun evening of entertainment,

intellectual or spiritual growth, and local culture.

 We are located at 404 East Idaho Street, Virginia City, Montana.
Participants can present one or two songs, or a

5-minute reading. 
Those wishing to be on stage should contact 

Toni James at (406) 843-5454 or
email ranksmerc@yahoo.com 

to reserve their place in the spotlight.

406-467-2535

800-796-4567

3rivers.net

Internet       Phone

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749



Old sheridan hospital                                                                             
There is a beautiful fishing lodge, located between Twin Bridges and Sheridan at the 
end of Tuke Lane, that has gone through many changes since 1893. It started as an 
idea in the early 1890’s that became the local hospital because of the hard work and 
fundraising efforts from the Sheridan residents. They built it not only to establish 
a hospital in Sheridan, but to keep a Virginia City practicing Doctor in the area, 
a Dr. John H. Miller.  The Miller family goes back before the Revolutionary War. 
The Battle of Antietam, as described in “Battles of the Civil War” was fought on the 
Miller farm. John H. Miller’s father graduated from Jefferson Medical College in 
Philadelphia. Although married three times, he had only one son who he named 
John Hancock Miller, born in 1869. His mother, the former Anne Leland, died 
shortly after his birth. His father, also named John Miller, moved the baby and a 
nurse to Independence, Missouri, where little John was raised by his aunt and older 
sister.  John H. would move later from Missouri to Colorado, always with a nurse 
and tutor. He graduated from the University of Denver and from there entered the 
Jefferson Medical College, graduating in 1889. As soon as he received his M. D. 
degree, he married Sarah Haviland. Her father, Joseph Haviland, was the brother 
of Theodore Haviland, the china manufacturer in France. John and his father both 
lived in Helena in the fall of 1889 where they operated a Doctors office in Last 

Chance Gulch. The two Dr. Millers, senior and junior, decided to leave Helena and go to Madison County, the elder to 
Ennis and the younger to Virginia City in the early 1890’s. The townspeople of Sheridan saw an opportunity to build a 
future in healthcare for the area. They asked if Dr. Miller would start a practice in Sheridan, but he refused to stay and 
practice unless he had a hospital to work in. In 1893 the beautiful state of the art hospital for it’s time was finished. It 
had an official Doctors office, a fully equipped surgery room with a glass top operating table, Oxygen and compressed 
air equipment installed as well as a hot air apparatus for rheumatism, seven private rooms with enameled iron beds for 
overnight patients, a kitchen, and a modern functioning bathroom.  
After returning from New York City where he had gone to specialize in surgery post graduate-course In the New York 
Postgraduate college and hospital, John H. Miller was handed the deed to the building. He moved from Virginia City to 
Sheridan in that year, where he would be nicknamed “Doc” Miller, and practiced medicine until his untimely death, May 
21, 1901. at the age of 32.
The red brick hospital structure then passed through a number of private owners, including a term as an antique store, 
until its was to be moved in the early 1980’s. At that time George Cox who was a stonemason and retired Methodist 
minister bought the building for $1500.  Being a stonemason by trade, Cox understood the value of the bricks used in the 
old hospital’s construction. Shortly after the purchase, a visit from his brother, Jim Cox, would change the future of the old 
Sheridan Hospital. Jim and his wife, Sarah, had dreamed of living in a refurbished or remodeled old building. George had 
the answer and sold the structure to Jim. With this sale Jim and George would start the journey from Main Street Sheridan 
to Tuke Lane.
It would take two days to move it to its present location.  The project would start with moving the building off its 
foundation and the brick and plaster was taken off to prepare for the trip behind a semi down Water Street. “The house 
was wider than the space between two fences,” George Cox was reported saying.  They used chain saws to cut the 
protruding windows on the sides. To top that off, the stop signs had to be taken down at the railroad tracks, again, because 
the house was too wide. The Mill Creek Bridge at the Four Corners also had was temporarily widened to allow for the semi 
and cargo to pass. The safe arrival of the structure to its present location was only the beginning of a four and a half year 
labor of love. George and Jim “worked from a brown grocery sack” to plan the interior. By dropping the ceiling by two feet, 
laying out the floor plan with 2X4s, and working on it as a fill-in job, George enlisted the help of his entire family, starting 
with his wife, Doris, to complete the house for Jim and Sarah. 
That undertaking included moving a total of 84 tons of stone 
from around the Ruby Valley to finish both the interior 
and some of the landscaping. The kitchen was then moved 
separately to join the main structure. A three-story garage was 
moved from the Rebish Ranch in Dillon. Walnut and cherry 
plugs for the floor were brought in from Jim and George’s 
childhood farm in Van, Pennsylvania. To add character to the 
dickering and bartering so much a part of that old building’s 
past, the payments received for helping George Cox move that 
gutted hospital were 2 weaner pigs and a Hereford heifer.
It is now part of a Fishing Lodge and has a name that is perfect 
for what it once was, Healing Waters. 

Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon - Sources: Pioneer Trials & Tails - 1994 Dillon Tribune - Photo Credit on Old Hospital - Sandy Nyhart

CAKE WALK - April 8th at 6pm - Virginia City Elks Lodge - call 406-843-5454 for more information or see ad

JVFNRA BANQUET - April 14th - Doors Open at 6 pm - At the Madison County Fairgrounds Pavilion in Twin Bridges, MT - See Ad

ELLING HOUSE: 2023 Annual Elling House Chautauqua - April 15th - 6:30 - For more information call Toni James at 406-843-5454
MONTANA CONVERSATIONS “MONTANA’S POET LAUREATE” WITH MARK GIBBONS - APRIL 21ST AT 7 PM. SEE AD

ART AT THE LIBRARY -  April 14th and 28th and May 12th and 26th at 2:30 pm at the Sheridan Library - See Ad

SAVE THE DATE RUBY VALLEY CONSERVATION DISTRICTS ANNUAL BANQUET - April 22nd at the Round Barn in Twin Bridges

ELK COUNTRY FUNDRAISER - April 29th - Round Barn - Doors Open at 4 - See Ad for more information

RUBY VALLEY POOL: Are you or someone you know looking for a summer job? We are accepting applications and holding interviews 
next week! We offer competitive wages, opportunity for a tan and flexible schedules.
Applications can be found on our website www.rubyvalleypool.com Please email completed applications to swimsheridan@gmail.
com 

EASTER EGG HUNTS - TWIN BRIDGES - APRIL 10TH AT 2 PM AT THE  BASEBALL FIELDS - SHERIDAN - Easter Sunday 2-4 pm 
Library Park

RUBY VALLEY CONSERVATION DISTRICT ANNUAL BANQUET- Saturday April 22nd at the Round Barn.  

TWIN SPIRITS YOGA:  Yoga schedule for the first week of 2023 - Monday 6:00 P.M. - Tuesday 8:30 A.M. - Thursday 8:30 
All levels welcome, bring a friend! Offering pranassage and private classes

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

ZUMBA!  6:30 pm every Monday and Wednesdays above the Twin Bridges Fire Hall in Twin Bridges. 

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount 
flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in 
or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM. 
CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP - First and third Tuesdays at 6 pm For more information call 406-842-7981. 
| TWIN BRIDGES - March is National Reading  month!  Join us for some fun by going to readaloud.org and join the 21 day read aloud 
challenge!  Download a chart or pick one up at the library, read aloud 15 minutes every day for 21 days, track it on a chart, and turn it 
in to the library.  The top 4 winners completing the whole 21 days will win a prize!  Lego club was well attended, and we look forward 
to seeing you in March! HYPERTENSION CLINIC - Free blood pressure management workshop - Every Tuesday from March 7th to 
April 25th from 4-5 pm - Lego club, happening the 3rd Thursday of the month from 3:45-4:30.  Need some help in the wait for warmer 
weather? We have some new to us DVDs of classic movies, and new book releases.  There is always a jigsaw puzzle going in the 
back! Did you know the largest puzzle for sale has 60,000 pieces?  Now that’s a puzzle! | VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson Hickman - 10:30 
a.m. Library Story and craft time.  

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved 
to 208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for you Madison County 
and neighboring towns. Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, 
soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/
pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us 
know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas 
station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be 
blessed. Every BSunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. Weekly Grief Support Group - Saturdays at 10 am and Mondays 
at 6 PM - for more information call 406-381-6677

CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP: First and third Tuesdays at 6PM at the Sheridan Library - For more information call 406-842-5770

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s

Old Sheridan Hospital when it sat on Main Street



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone
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C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E

NOT EVERYONE 
TRAPPED BY ALCOHOL 

IS AN ALCOHOLIC
Families and friends are suffering too.

•
Do you worry about how much 

someone drinks?
•

Al‑Anon and Alateen can help.

1‑888‑4AL‑ANON • AL‑ANON.ORG

L a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

1. Animal fat
2. African sheep
3. Clutter
4. Fight
5. Snakes
6. Combines
7. Unable to hear
8. South southeast
9. Praise
10. Murres
11. Baseball glove
13. Made
14. Fragment 
20. Backside
21. Strip of wood
25. Extol

26. Swell
27. Post-employment 
years
28. Rabbits
29. Leaves out
30. What we are called
31. Appropriate
33. Local Area Network
35. Excluding
37. Frozen precipitation
39. Most distant planet 
42. Pigeon-___
44. Seating sections
47. Choice
49. Spin
52. Car

53. Weightlifters pump this
55. Fizzy drink
56. Voyage
57. Part portrayed
58. Wingless bloodsucking 
insect
59. Applications
60. Fail to win
62. Earlier

1. Young sheep
5. Not good
8. Lowlife
12. District
13. Digital compression device
15. Fern clusters
16. Corrode
17. Radiolocation
18. Broadcast
19. Troubling
22. Tap
23. Grassland
24. Shopping center
26. Slight breeze
29. Acquire
31. Beer
32. Domain
34. Not animal
36. Flower holders
38. Exhaust
40. Audition tape
41. Sully
43. Go in
45. Mesh
46. Soldiers
48. Athletic competitions
50. Pitcher
51. One plus one
52. Aspiration
54. Cynical
61. Fertilizer component
63. Fool
64. As well as
65. Chinese dynasty
66. Ancient Roman magistrate
67. T T T
68. Be aware of
69. Type of primate
70. Lack of difficulty
70. Otherwise
71. S S S

D o w n

A c r o s s

GRIEF SUPPORT 
GROUP

WEEKLY GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
When: Saturday - 10 AM

        Monday - 6 PM

For Information Contact: 406-381-6677

       Where: 3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER
3648 MT HWY 287

   Sheridan, MT 59749

Help and encouragement after the death of a spouse, 
child, family member, or friend.

FULL TIME SUMMER JOB
May 20th to October 20th 2023

Weed Sprayer/ATV-UTV Mechanic
$16 to $20 an hour 

depending on experience
Must pass a drug test and 

be able to drive to Twin Bridges
To apply please call 406-596-3475

Ruby Valley Food 
Pantry

Open Saturdays 10-12 am 

206 S. Main Street, Sheridan 

Green building next to the Post Office 



WORD PUZZLE

And Greeting Cards

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.



Meet

Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

April 2023 April
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

May
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

26 27 28 29 30 31 4/1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
EASTER BREAK

9 10 11

7p Sheridan School Board Mee

12 13 14 15
EASTER BREAK

Easter Sunday Easter Monday

Board Meeting

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Missoula Children's Theatre...Sheridan

Tax Day County Training in the Element

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
MIDTERM 4

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 

Installation, Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM

Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving 
Montana 

Real Estate 
Needs

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

28 29 30 31 1

2 4 5 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 18 19 20 21 22 

23 

Sheridan School Events 
March/April 20 23

27  26

3 

17

April Fool's Day

6

30

Donkey Basketball 
Elem. Gym - 5 to 10 
pm

Montana State
Science Fair

Board Meeting 

Missoula Childrens Theater in the Sheridan High School Gym   Missoula Childrens Theater in the Sheridan High School Gym  Missoula Childrens 
Theater in the Sheridan High School Gym

 Missoula Childrens 
Theater in the SHS 
Gym

Close-Up to DC
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