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Frank Colwell 
Broker

32 years serving 
Montana 

Real Estate 
Needs

Water Well Drilling, 
Pump Sales 

Installation, Service &
 Repairs.

Phone: (406) 842-5214
GRAHAMDRILLING.

COM

Tobacco Root Tobacco Root 
Mountains Care Mountains Care 

CenterCenter
Phone: (406) 842-5600
Fax: (406) 842-5419

326 Madison 
P.O. Box 308

Sheridan, MT 59749

24 Hour ATM Locations:

       
Bozeman    

www.madisonvalleybank.com

Since 1965

  Harrison · Ennis · Virginia City
 Sheridan · Boulder · Montana City
        Bozeman · West Yellowstone

 WINTER HOURS: 
Tuesdays through Sunday ~ 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Call 406-684-5050 for Daily Specials

Pizza..Burritos..Beer..Sandwiches..Burgers..Salad Bar..16 Flavors of Ice Cream

     Dillon Junior Fiddlers     Dillon Junior Fiddlers  
Fiddle ContestFiddle Contest

February 18th & 19th 2023February 18th & 19th 2023
Competition to start at 9 am Competition to start at 9 am 

on both morningson both mornings
Variety Show at 7 pm on the 18thVariety Show at 7 pm on the 18th

      
 

Register Online With the QR Code 
Or at the door the morning of the competition. 

Sign in begins at 8 am
For information call 406-925-2912

https://forms.gle/gsGGFU72bxHQVfiw6

40th Annual40th Annual

 New Location New Location
            Family Center of  Family Center of

         St. Rose of Lima          St. Rose of Lima 
ParishParish

        226 S. Atlantic St.         226 S. Atlantic St. 
        Dillon, MT 59725        Dillon, MT 59725

Join us as we Join us as we 
award over $2,500 award over $2,500 

in prize money!in prize money!
CONTESTANT INFO:



Mining towns of alder gulch
By the summer of 1863 the landscape of the Alder Gulch had become a series of small mining 
communities.  Many areas of these gold bearing locations were richer then others, which created large 
population booms until the placer gold was all panned out. 
Up Alder Gulch from Virginia City were smaller districts which included Beartown, Highland, Pine 
Grove and Summit. Going down the Gulch from Virginia City were Elkhorn, Central City, Nevada 
City, Slater’s Bar, German Bar, Idaho Bar, Adobetown and Junction City. All were historically 
important in early Alder Gulch days. Some of these mining towns lasted longer than others and can 
be seen today. Summit was the last center of population up Alder  Gulch. The settlement there was 
formed by some placer miners, but it was quartz mining that brought most people to the area. Some of 
the important mines at that time included the Kearsarge, High Up, Marietta, and Easton Pacific.
Nevada City, down the Gulch from Virginia City, was a well established mining town in the early 
1860’s. Many business houses sprang up at this location as there was a great number of miners that 
had worked in the area and many of the buildings are still standing.  This historic mining community 
has been restored in part by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Bovey. Nevada City was named after Nevada City, 
Nevada, another mining community. They also moved several buildings from lost gold rush towns 
from Salisbury to Summit into Nevada City for historic preservation. 
Adobetown, the next mining community after Nevada City, was named for the fact that many of its 
early day buildings were made of adobe bricks, a combination of dried mud and grass. The walls were 
put up with this building material and usually the roof was made up of poles or brush with dirt on top. 
Once this dirt was packed, it would shed water very nicely. Adobetown boasted a store, post office, 
meat market and other businesses in keeping with the times. The main store in Adobetown was owned 
and operated by Nicholas Carey. One of the first public schools in the Territory of Montana was started 
in Adobetown. This school house has been moved to Nevada City and is viewed by many sightseers 
every year.
Junction City was located where Granite Creek flows into Alder Gulch and one mile from Adobetown  
The population would grow to around 100 residents. A mechanic shop/livery, meat market and small 
stores made up this small town and was more of a residential and farming community. The soil was 
perfect for growing produce and “truck gardens” were created to grow and sell near and far. A few 
farm buildings can still be found in the Junction area. It was also surrounded with good placer mines 
and rich quartz lodes. In this immediate area, many 
hundreds of Chinese were working over placer 
areas already worked by the first miners. Most of 
the Chinese miners were located between Water 
Gulch and Junction. It was said that President 
Grover Cleveland came to Junction City in 1891 
campaigning for his second term on a trip to West 
Yellowstone. 
Summit City was located near the head waters of 
Alder Creek and seven miles south of Virginia 
City. It was one of the most prosperous mining 
towns in Montana. It sported a population of up 
to three hundred during the mining boom times. 
The mines were rich in gold bearing quartz lodes 
with many placer diggings in the vicinity that paid 
from $8 to $10 per day. There were six quartz mills 
adjoining the town that provided many jobs for the 
miners traveling through. The town had several 
stores, mechanic shops and miners homes. There 
were also many gardens in this area that raised 
many variety’s of vegetables to sell throughout the 
area. 
Time has marched on, but the history can still be 
seen today in and around Nevada City. Researched by Joetta Wetzsteon

COME JOIN US FOR A SOCIAL GET-TOGETHER! - Southwest Montana Retired Educators will meet February 18, 2023 in Alder at 
Chick’s  Restaurant  at 10:00 a.m..  Anyone interested in learning about what we do and benefits included with your membership are 
welcome to attend. If you have any questions please call Michael Schulz at 406-683-0304, or Fran Schisler 406-683-4329.  Hope to 
see you there.

DILLON JR FIDDLER - 40TH Annual Fiddle Contest - Feb 18 & 19th at 9 am both days - At Family Center of St. Rose of Lima Parish 
Dillon, MT

CHICKS BAR:  Sat. Feb. 25th Chick’s wet mop pool tournament. $10 a person, Blind draw partners. Sign up starts at 10am games 
starts at 11am.

LEPRECHAUN DASH - NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK - March 11th - Starts at 1 pm at the Ruby Valley Brew in Sheridan, MT

ROTARY CLUB OF THE RUBY VALLEY - CASINO NIGHT - March 25th at 6 pm at the Blue Anchor

MADISON COUNTY CATTLE WOMEN:  Hey LADIES!  The Madison County Cattle women is starting its 2023 memberships. The 
Montana Cattle women support the livestock industry, and its environment through communication, education, and legislative 
activities. Agriculture is an essential part of Montana’s economy.  “Do I have to own cattle or know about cattle to join?” NO!  Anyone 
can join. When you join MCC you become part of a supportive network of women that starts in your local community and expands 
across the State of Montana. You become a member of a lively group of women with similar interests, passions and proud partners 
with their families and friends in the great BEEF industry.  Our mission is to provide a strong proactive voice for all of Montana’s beef 
families. We promote AG and BEEF in our local schools and community festivals. For more information contact 
Salena Daems at 907-232-1670. 

TWIN SPIRITS YOGA:  Happy New Year from Twin Spirits Yoga. New year, same you, but growing!
Yoga schedule for the first week of 2023 - Monday 6:00 P.M. - Tuesday 8:30 A.M. - Thursday 8:30 
All levels welcome, bring a friend! Offering pranassage and private classes

MAVERICK MOUNTAIN SKI SCHOOL: If you would like to schedule lessons give me a call or text to get on the schedule.  Thursday-
Sunday from January 5- March 26 Anna Rhodes 406-925-1772

P’S CLOTHES & MORE:  Located above the Twin Bridges Library. Hours: Monday: 10-2 Wednesday: 9-2 
Friday: 10-2 Saturday: 10-2 - All items are FREE to the community. Call P at 406-600-2983 to donate or for questions.

ZUMBA!  6:30 pm every Monday and Wednesdays above the Twin Bridges Fire Hall in Twin Bridges. 

LOST CABIN BAR: Monday:  Open Pool Table 5-7 - Tuesday:  Music Trivia 6:30 - 8 - Wednesday: Whiskey Wednesday (Discount 
flights and tasters) - Thursday:  First Thursday of Month Ladies Night - Friday: Red (Remember Everyone Deployed) Friday.  Come in 
or call for details   - Every Monday through Friday Happy Hour 5-6 - Check our FB page for weekend specials @lostcabinbar

PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS: SHERIDAN - Newspaper History Group - Tuesday mornings @ 9 AM. Knitting Group - Thursdays @ 2 PM. 
For more information call 406-842-7981. | TWIN BRIDGES -  Thank you to all who braved the weather to visit us during the Christmas 
Stroll!  Tracey Pearce was the winner of the gift basket that was generously donated by Great Harvest in Butte.  The library is the 
recipient of a $1,000 grant from Bicentennial Incorporated in Dillon, to be used to purchase large print books.  This will really help us 
expand our selection!  Thank you! “Find the Elf” happened in December, and our winners were Alex Kinoshita and Haddon Witham!  
Thank you to the Bookstore in Dillon for providing gift certificates for our winners! Winter weather getting you down?  Stop in and 
check out our collection of craft items, DVDs, puzzles, and games!  Ask about our new Lego club that is starting January 19th, and 
will be every third Thursday of the month.
 | VIRGINIA CITY - Thompson Hickman - 10:30 a.m. Library Story and craft time.  

TWIN BRIDGES HELPING HANDS: Twin Bridges-MT Helping Hand Food Pantry, we aim to End Hunger in Montana.  We have moved 
to 208 1/2 S. Main St.  Wednesday’s. 10am to 3pm.  Call for appointment any other day or time.  We are here for you Madison County 
and neighboring towns. Pantry is open every Wednesday 11-2 or call for an appointment.  Have on Hand canned fruits, vegetables, 
soups, sauces, jams, jellies, more.  Boxed or bags of rice, beans, dinner helpers, pasta, dry milk, some meat.  Toiletries. Adult pads/
pull ups.  Laundry items.  Cleaning supplies.  Dog, Cat food and Litter.    If you don’t see what you would like us to carry, please let us 
know.  596-1978 & 233-9616

RUBY VALLEY FOOD PANTRY: Food is distributed on Saturday mornings from 10-12 @ 206 S. Main in Sheridan, MT -between gas 
station and post office. 

3 RIVERS WORSHIP CENTER: Worship is what we are all about and we would love to have you join us. Come as you are and be 
blessed. Every
 Sunday @ 10:30 am @ 3648 MT-287. Family friendly. 

If you have a event you would like us to help you promote, please let us know. 
www.rubyvalleynugget@gmail.com

R u b y  V a l l e y  h a p p e n i n g s



HARSHBARGER 
Lori A. Harshbarger, Attorney 
Kylee Gibson, Attorney 
Hilary 0. Betson, Attorney 
Tai Goldin, Of Counsel 

LAW  FIRM 
www.harshbargerlawfirm.com 

Phone:  (406 684-5001
Fax:  (406) 684-5116 

204 S. Main Street 
P.O. Box 445 
Twin Bridges, MT 59754 

2022 has brought some exciting changes to our business! We have relocated our o�ce to Twin Bridges.
We look forward to helping you with your legal matters at our new location, by phone or via Zoom.

CALCUTTA
College Basketball Team AuctionCollege Basketball Team Auction

The Twin Bridges Community Association, a not for profit organization, strives to enhance the lives of  
people who call Twin Bridges “home” as well as those who visit, through beautification efforts, promoting 
our amenities, planning and supporting healthy events and activities that provide economic growth and 

entertainment for the community.

Monday March 13th, 2023
Lost Cabin Bar

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.
Auction Starts At 6:00 p.m. Sharp!
Final 64 - Payouts At Every Round

Free Food 

Monday March 13th, 2023
Lost Cabin Bar

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m.
Auction Starts At 6:00 p.m. Sharp!
Final 64 - Payouts At Every Round

Free Food 

Come to The 2023 Annual Elling House Chautauqua!
A unique American experience.

The Elling House Arts and Humanities Center invites you to attend this 
year’s winter Chautauqua on the third Saturday of 

January (21st), February (18th), March (18th) and April (15th). 
The monthly event begins at 6:30pm with a meet and greet.

Performances will start at 7:30pm and end at 9:00pm.
Come, enjoy a fun evening of entertainment,

intellectual or spiritual growth, and local culture.

 We are located at 404 East Idaho Street, Virginia City, Montana.
Participants can present one or two songs, or a

5-minute reading. 
Those wishing to be on stage should contact 

Toni James at (406) 843-5454 or
email ranksmerc@yahoo.com 

to reserve their place in the spotlight.

Corey Theis -720-732-6506
PO Box 42  Cptice30@yahoo.com

Sheridan, MT 59749  Free Estimates



C R O S S W O R D  P U Z Z L E

New Kids on the Block Daycare is looking for a 

Preschool teacher beginning 

February 1st-through May from 9-12

on Mondays and Wednesdays. 

We are also seeking part-time help in our daycare 
working with our infants and toddlers. These 

positions could be combined for the right 
candidate. 

For more information call

 Kelly at 406-925-3428. 

NOT EVERYONE 
TRAPPED BY ALCOHOL 

IS AN ALCOHOLIC
Families and friends are suffering too.

•
Do you worry about how much 

someone drinks?
•

Al‑Anon and Alateen can help.

1‑888‑4AL‑ANON • AL‑ANON.ORG

THIS COULD BE YOUR SPOT!
CLASSIFIED ADS 

START AT $10 PER ISSUE
GARAGE SALES, HOME 

GOODS, 
APPLIANCES, 

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT, 
HELP WANTED, ETC

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 
AT 406-842-7488

L a s t  I s s u e  A n s w e r s

1. Cavort
2. Operatic solo
3. Casket
4. ___ fide
5. Exhort
6. Type of poplar tree
7. A 19th century political 
party
8. Hubs
9. Separating the notes
10. Vindictive
11. Thespian
12. Descendant
13. Part of a foot 
21. A parcel of land
25. What we breathe
26. Doing nothing

27. French for “We”
28. Water pit
29. Particularly
30. Harbors
31. Corporate image
33. A temple (archaic)
34. Achy
35. Journey
36. Religious offshoot
38. Poetic rhythms 
41. Record (abbrev.)
42. Gymnast
44. Swerve
45. Wrinkled fruit
46. Unwind
47. Lukewarm
48. “What a shame!”
50. Pledge

51. Not false
52. Gown
53. Not now
54. A person who is in 
charge
55. Sweet potatoes

1. Jewish scholar
6. Cobblers’ tools
10. Smash
14. Heavenly hunter
15. Fired a weapon
16. Behold, in old Rome
17. Comportments
18. Printer’s unit
19. Anagram of “Ties”
20. Someone who is para-
lyzed
22. Swimming hole
23. Charged particle
24. A marker of stones
26. Enclose
30. Braid of hair
32. Drench
33. Tuffets
37. Chunk
38. Freight
39. Not aft
40. An artificial language
42. Golden
43. Yields
44. Named (archaic)
45. Cost
47. Black gunk
48. District
49. Remarkable
56. Quiet time
57. Grumble
58. An inferior black tea
59. A Freudian stage
60. Decorative case
61. Abreast
62. Alluring
63. Outbuilding
64. Looks after

D o w n

A c r o s s



WORD PUZZLE

406-467-2535

800-796-4567

3rivers.net

ROTARY CLUB
OF THE RUBY VALLEY

MARCH 25TH, 2023 AT 6 PM 
BLUE ANCHOR CAFE & BAR

Play Poker or bingo with Rotary Bucks
$10 Buy $10,000 - Silent Auction during the Games

Live Auction at 10 pm - Use your winnings!!
Theme: Mardi Gras in the Ruby Valley

$50,000 “Rotary Bucks” will be awarded 
to the best dressed male & female

Proceeds are used to provide Scholarships for 
Sheridan & Twin Bridges High School Graduates. 

For more information or to donate an auction item, 
Contact Steve Collinge at 435-503-7036 or 

Frank Colwell at 406-596-1076

117 North Main  Unit D
Sheridan, MT

www.aldercreekco�eeco.com
Hours - 7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Internet       Phone



Meet

Sunny Harmon

Locally owned and operated.Locally owned and operated.
Serving SW Montana.Serving SW Montana.

Offering free 3D layout and quote.Offering free 3D layout and quote.
No job too big or small!No job too big or small!

  

DANIEL & LEONA LEE
179 JUDY LANE - ALDER, MT

CELL: 406-217-2131
HOME: 406-842-5206
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SUDOKU PUZZLE

ANSWERS FROM LAST ISSUE

February 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

29 30 31 2/1 2 3 4
BASKETBALL vs. Butte BASKETBALL vs. Harrison / Will  First Day of Black History Mont  MS GIRLS Basketball  @ Twin B BASKETBALL vs Manhattan Chr BASKETBALL vs White Suplhur 

MS GIRLS Basketball  @ White 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11
FFA -  Melstone Mechanics MS GIRLS Basketball  vs. White BASKETBALL @ Lone Peak

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Board Meeting

Valentine's Day

7p Sheridan School Board Mee

BASKETBALL District BASKETBALL District BASKETBALL District BASKETBALL District

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
FFA Districts CDE  -  Big Timber  

Presidents' Day

MIDTERM 3 BASKETBALL Divisionals (MAC 

Parent  / Teachers Conferences 

BASKETBALL Divisionals (MAC 

FFA Districts LDE -  Three Forks

BASKETBALL Divisionals (MAC 

26 27 28 3/1 2 3 4
First Day of Women's History M FFA Conrad Crops & Mechn.

Sheridan School Calendar

Madison County Nursing Homes Foundation, in support of the Tobacco Root Mountains Care Center 
in Sheridan and the Madison Valley Manor in Ennis, wishes you health, happiness and peace during 

this holiday season and throughout the coming year.  Thank you for your ongoing support.

Board of Directors
Charity Fechter, President - Melinda Merrill, Vice President
Joanne Galiger - Mary Ragsdale - Paul Kramer - Paul Marsh

Sammi Christensen - INA Accounting, Ancillary Services 

“How far you go in life depends on your being tender 
with the young, compassionate with the aged, sympathetic 

with the striving and tolerant of the weak and strong, because 
someday in your life you will have been all of these.”

– George Washington Carver

Madison County nursing HoMes Foundation
MCNHF


